
Grace is not pretending that we haven’t hurt one another or
disappointed one another. Grace tells the truth about what has
happened while leaving room for the possibility that no single
moment, mistake, or failure has the power to define the whole of a
person. 

May we be gentle with one another in times of disappointment. May
we remember that our beloved community is not made up of perfect
people. May God give us the grace to love each other even in times of
disappointment.
 
With love and fierce hope, 

Pastor Susan Crowell
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Dear Beloved Trinity Community, 

I am learning that disappointment is an inevitable part of relationship. We disappoint one another. Parents disappoint
children. Children disappoint parents. Friends disappoint friends. Partners disappoint one another. Teachers disappoint
students, and students disappoint teachers. Leaders disappoint the people who trust them. Pastors disappoint the
communities they are called to shepherd. And, we disappoint ourselves.

Sometimes we fail to show up in the way someone hoped we would. Sometimes our words land differently than we
intended. Sometimes we make a poor choice, miss an opportunity, forget something important, spill an entire cup of
coffee on an important contract (I recently did that!), or simply discover that we cannot be everything someone needs or
expects us to be. Disappointment is one of the unavoidable costs of being in relationship.

The good news is that, through grace, disappointment is not the end of the story. Jesus repeatedly gathered people
around himself who misunderstood, failed, doubted, argued, and got it wrong. Peter denied Jesus. The disciples
abandoned Jesus. Crowds who welcomed Jesus eventually turned away. And still, Jesus continued to call people into
relationship. The gospel does not promise us relationships without disappointment. The gospel offers us something
even better: the possibility of relationship after disappointment.
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Assembling back-to-school gifts for TLC's teachers and students

Make room for one another’s humanity.
Bear with one another when you disappoint each other.

Forgive when forgiveness is possible,
and seek repair when harm has been done.

Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which holds a
community together.
—Colossians 3:12-13
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WORSHIP AND FAITH EXPLORATIONCOUNCIL AND BUSINESS

TRINITY TIDINGS

2

received a new format for monthly reports from
the pastoral staff that moves away from
measuring ministry to efforts to make more
meaning of ministry that includes a ministry
story, challenge, and opportunity;
learned from Pastor Preacher that Trinity has
contracted with LiveControl to provide live-
streaming services for all worship opportunities.
One of the early learnings from this new way of
managing the live-stream is that the numbers
previously recorded for online attendance are
elevated and new numbers will be accurate;
received a Treasurer’s Report from Mike Boliek
noting that expenses for July were $10,923
above projections due to unexpected expenses;
learned from the Executive Committee that a
partnership with The Nest, a progressive
educational co-op led by Cindy Davis, has been
approved;
learned that the Church Office will continue
recent schedule to be closed on Mondays and
open from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm Tuesday
through Friday;
approved a motion from the Executive
Committee to call a meeting of the Congregation
for Sunday, September 13 at 11:30 am to act on
a single motion with two parts that:

the sale of the 429 Property and parking
area for a sale price of at least $3,000,000, to
include the redevelopment of both parking
lots as presented at buyer’s sole expense,
and
use of the proceeds of the 429 Property sale,
as presented;

learned that efforts are being made to adjust the
organizational structure in ways that focus on
cooperation and collaboration and move away
from a hierarchical structure;
engaged in a meaningful and lengthy discussion
about the disconnect between Trinity’s mission
and ministry and that of GOAL which led to the
approval of a motion to remove all church
support to GOAL, effective immediately, based
on the changes in GOAL’s missional focus; and 
learned that Frank Griffin has accepted a part-
time position on the Church Staff serving as
Coordinator for Finance and Sustaining Ministry.

 Sundays 8/2 8/9 8/16 8/23

 Online Devices 396 380 77 78
 On Campus 124 145 144 113

 TOTAL 520 525 221 191

Attendance for August

September 2026

Adults meet each Sunday at 9:00 am in Rooms 12
and 13 to engage in lively discussion around matters
of faith and the current reality in which we live. Topics
and discussion leaders change frequently. Please
reach out to Pastor Preacher at
pdpreacher@trinitylutheran.ws with questions or to
volunteer to lead. 

Adult Faith Exploration

 Giving July 2026 YTD

 Needed for Budget $100,857 $705,999

 Given to Budget $75,603 $679,541

 Difference ($25,254) ($25,186)

 Given to World Hunger $52 $11,017

The offering totals reflected below include the total
amount of offering received in July. The August total
income will be included in the October Tidings.

Offering Summary for July

September Worship Schedule

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 at 6:30 pm | Gym
Queer-led Worship
Followed by fellowship, popcorn, and sodas in the
back corner of the Gym.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 at 10:00 am | Gym
Worship | Second Sunday in Creation
Refreshments and fellowship in the back corner of
the Gym.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 at 10:00 am | Gym
Worship | Third Sunday in Creation
Refreshments and fellowship in the back corner of
the Gym.

Are you interested in learning more about this
beloved community of faith? 
More about what it means to be a part of an
inclusive, diverse community that seeks to
practice radical hospitality and extend belonging
to more and more people? 
Are you considering becoming a member of this
community of faith? 

Pastor Crowell and Pastor Preacher will teach a class
on two consecutive Sundays, September 20 and
September 27 on Lutheran Faith and Theology, what
it means to be a part of an inclusive community, and
how this community was transformed to become a
place of belonging. These gatherings will be held after
worship on each of these Sundays and will include
lunch together in the Multipurpose Room followed by
an hour-long class for youth and adults in Rooms 12
and 13. Childcare for infants, preschoolers, and
elementary-aged children will be provided. Reach out
to Pastor Crowell at sjcrowell@trinitylutheran.ws to
register for these sessions and to share any food
restrictions or preferences.

New Member Class

   Monday | Church Office Closed
   Tuesday — Friday | 10:00 am to 4:00 pm

Our pastors are away from ministry responsibilities
observing Sabbath on the following days each week:

   Pastor Crowell – Tuesday
   Pastor Parham – Friday
   Pastor Preacher – Tuesday

Church Office Hours

Roy Cook, Trinity’s Facilities Manager, Craig Nelson,
Leader for the Facilities and Maintenance Team, and
many volunteers are working to extend some much-
needed love and care to our Trinity facilities. We are
learning that deteriorating facilities mean deteriorating
hospitality and since hospitality is very important to us,
we are working diligently to clean, weed, de-clutter, repair
leaks, replace ceiling tiles, trim shrubbery, improve the
landscaping, and spruce up our tired, cluttered facility and
make it ready to welcome guests because Trinity is
always expecting guests. If interested in helping with
these efforts, please reach out to Craig Nelson at
greenvilleguy1966@gmail.com or Roy Cook at
rlcook@trinitylutheran.ws to volunteer.

We’re Expecting Guests!

Trinity will receive new members on Sunday, October
4 during worship at 10:00 am in the Sanctuary. If
interested in becoming a part of this beloved
community, please reach out to Pastor Crowell at
sjcrowell@trinitylutheran.ws. 

New Members Joining

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 at 10:00 am | Sanctuary
Worship | Creation in Christ Sunday
Refreshments and fellowship on the front lawn.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 at 10:00 am | Gym
Worship | Fourth Sunday in Creation
Refreshments and fellowship in the back corner of
the Gym.

At the August meeting of the Congregation Council,
the council…

Council Notes
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Children aged three to fifth grade and a parent or
caregiver are invited to gather with Pastor Parham
following worship in the Choir Room for twenty minutes
of music-making on Sundays, September 13, September
27, and October 11. Children will sing together,
experiment with Trinity’s vast collection of percussion
instruments, and enjoy creating music as a group.
Questions may be directed to Pastor Parham at
jcparham@trinitylutheran.ws.

Youth Ministry

Handbell Choir
Handbell Choir rehearsals begin on Wednesday,
September 2 at 6:00 pm in the Handbell Rehearsal
Room on the second floor of the Pence Building. A few
spaces for new ringers are available.

Do you play an instrument? Are you interested in playing
during worship? Opportunities to use your gifts in this way
are available. 

Share Instrumental Gifts

Adult Choir
Adult Choir rehearses on Wednesday evenings from
7:00 to 8:15 pm in the Choir Room on the second floor
of the Pence Building. Everyone with a love of singing is
invited to join this community of musical mission
partners. There are no auditions. New singers are
invited to schedule an orientation meeting with Pastor
Parham prior to their first rehearsal.

5

The Pray and Play area continues to grow and thrive.  
Depending upon the Sunday, there have been as many
as ten children gathered in that area enjoying being at
church as they play, pray in their own ways, and dance to
Trinity’s songs of praise.  This area is a visible sign of
Trinity’s love for children.

Pray and Play Area in the Gym

MUSIC MINISTRY

Children’s Ministry

Within the Trinity Family
Hospitalized in the past month include: 
Luther Boliek

TRINITY TIDINGS

4

CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILIES

Nursery for Sunday Worship
A nursery hosted by a member of the Trinity staff along
with a small group of rotating adult volunteers who have
been trained in Trinity’s Child Protection Policy is
available each Sunday morning beginning at 9:45 am to
care for infants and toddlers who would prefer enjoying
play time instead of attending 10:00 am worship. Reach
out to the Church Office is interested if caring for
Trinity’s youngest members on Sunday mornings.

Music Moments for Children
with Pastor Parham

On Sunday, September 27 at 5:00 pm, youth are
invited to gather with youth from other local
Lutheran congregations at Trinity to make plans and
receive more information about the National Youth
Gathering in the summer of 2027. The event begins
with dinner. Contact Angie McCormack at
ahmccormack@trinitylutheran.ws for more
information or to sign up.

Trinity children and a parent or caring adult will
gather on Sunday, September 20 following worship
at the red canopy door to walk to McPherson Park
for a picnic lunch and games. Contact Angie
McCormack at ahmccormack@trinitylutheran.ws for
more information or to sign up.

Annaliese Bennett – September 11
Luther Boliek – September 24
Wyatt Boliek – September 11
Amanda Cook – September 11
Dylan Elliott – September 12
Danny Fagala – September 22
Sandra Hamann – September 5
Heather Kleckley – September 18
Brittany Lampson – September 28
Jane Lampson – September 16
Jo Lewis – September 12
Linda Morgan – September 21

In an effort to stay connected, please consider extending birthday
greetings to the following members. If you would like the church
to know your birthdate please contact the Church Office to
submit this information through Realm. 

September Birthdays

THE TRINITY FAMILY

The children in Trinity's worship are a gift to this
community — found in the pews, in the Gym worship
space, or in the Pray and Play Area. While kids learn
by watching the adults they admire, they also need
room to move, ask questions, and explore. That's
what Children's Worship Opportunity offers! With
adults trained in our Child Protection Policy, kids dig
into the week's stories through play, sight, sound, and
taste. Lessons are prepared in advance, so leading is
easy. Are you interested in supporting this ministry?
Reach out to Pastor Preacher at
pdpreacher@trinitylutheran.ws.

Children’s Worship Opportunity

Save the Date - Christmas Pagaent
Trinity’s annual interactive, intergenerational
Christmas Pageant will be held on Sunday, December
13 at 10:00 am in the Gym. An orchestra of Trinity
members and friends comes together each year for
this musical opportunity. 

September 2026

Pat Morgan – September 2
Billie Ann Moseley – September 5
Joe Mulcahy – September 22
Ryan Sease – September 24
Chris Sullivan – September 16
Nancy Teachey – September 29
Lara Wannemacher – September 25
Henry Wilcox – September 25
Anna Wise – September 22
Lani Wise – September 11
Pat Wolff – September 17

Relevant Worship
Radical Welcome
Queer Affirmation
Authentic Community
Justice and Advocacy
Faithful Giving
Spaces of Belonging

Our Shared Calling
We are a diverse faith
community proclaiming
the inclusive gospel of
Christ by practicing love
through hospitality,
justice, and belonging.

Core Commitments

Membership Changes:
Edith Casey to Lutheran Church of Our Saviour, Greenville, SC
Dedra Johnson to The Episcopal Church of Our Saviour, Rock Hill, SC
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1
Pastor Crowell -Sabbath 

Pastor Preacher -Sabbath

2
6:00 pm | Handbell Choir
7:00 pm | Adult Choir

3 4
10:00 am | Mahjong 
    Group

Pastor Parham - Sabbath

5

6
Creation in Christ Sunday
9:00 am | Faith Exploration for Adults
10:00 am | Worship in the Sanctuary and Live-
stream
    Refreshments and Fellowship to follow

7
Labor Day
Church Office Closed

8
Pastor Crowell -Sabbath 

Pastor Preacher -Sabbath

9
7:00 am | Men’s 
    Reflection and 
    Fellowship Group
6:00 pm | Handbell Choir
7:00 pm | Adult Choir

10
6:30 pm | Queer-Led  
    Worship

11
10:00 am | Mahjong 
    Group

Pastor Parham - Sabbath

12

13
Second Sunday in Creation
9:00 am | Faith Exploration for Adults
9:30 am | Second Sunday Food Drive
10:00 am | Worship in the Gym and Live-stream
    Refreshments and Fellowship to follow
11:30 am | Called Meeting of the Congregation
12:30 pm | Music Moments for Children
12:30 pm | God’s Work, Our Hands lunch and    
    program
1:30 pm | Congregation Council

14
6:30 pm | Candlelight 
    Yoga in the Gym

15
Pastor Crowell -Sabbath 

Pastor Preacher -Sabbath

16
6:00 pm | Handbell Choir
7:00 pm | Adult Choir

17
6:30 pm | Love Wins 
    Group

18
10:00 am | Mahjong 
    Group

6:00 pm | Sustaining  
    Ministry’s Las  
    Vegas Games and 
    Bingo Night

Pastor Parham - Sabbath

19

20
Third Sunday in Creation
9:00 am | Faith Exploration for Adults
10:00 am | Worship in the Gym and Live-stream
Refreshments and Fellowship to follow
11:30 am | Trinity Children
11:30 pm | History Reading Group
11:30 am | New Member Class

21
6:00 pm | Grief
Support 
    Group

22
Pastor Crowell -Sabbath 

Pastor Preacher -Sabbath

23
11:30 am | The Welcome 
    Table
6:00 pm | Handbell Choir
7:00 pm | Adult Choir

24
2:00 pm | Happy  
   Mail Gathering

25
10:00 am | Mahjong 
    Group

Pastor Parham - Sabbath

26

27
Fourth Sunday in Creation
9:00 am | Faith Exploration for Adults
10:00 am | Worship in the Gym and Live-stream
Refreshments and Fellowship to follow
11:30 am | New Member Class
11:30 am | Music Moments for Children
5:00 pm | Trinity Children

28
6:30 pm | Candlelight 
 Yoga in the Gym

29
Pastor Crowell -Sabbath 

Pastor Preacher -Sabbath

30
6:00 pm | Handbell Choir
7:00 pm | Adult Choir

7

TRINITY TIDINGS

SEPTEMBER 2026

6

September 2026
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History Reading Group
The History Reading Group will meet on Sunday, September
20 following worship in the Parlor to discuss A Short History
of Reconstruction by Eric Foner. A video link will be available.
Contact Don Todd at either 803-517-8129 or
dktodd47@gmail.com or Bob Schirmer at 419-348-6508 or
rwschirmer@gmail.com with questions.

Love Wins Fellowship Group
Love Wins will meet in the Parlor on Thursday, September
17, at 6:30 pm to discuss the book Kasher in the Rye by Moshe
Kasher. All are welcome to join in the conversation and
fellowship. Contact Angie McCormack at
ahmccormack@trinitylutheran.ws for more information or to
sign up.

Friday Mahjong Group
A group gathers each Friday morning at 10:00 am in the
Assembly Room to spend time together and play Mahjong. It’s
a non-competitive group with folks willing to teach others to
play the game. Questions may be directed via text to Lani
Ludian at 864-419-9574.

Grief Support Group
Trinity will host a grief support group on Monday,
September 21 from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm. Jerry Wesley
LMFTA, Trinity's Mental Health Wellness Advocate, will
guide the discussion for a safe and respectful way for
participants to ask questions, exchange experiences, and
build connection in an effort to feel supported and find
healing. Grief can come from the loss of a loved one, an end
to a relationship, or changes in life stages such as children
leaving the home for school or marriage. Come join the
conversation and begin replacing grief with healing. Contact
Jerry at jrwesley@trinitylutheran.ws for more information.

A Reflection and Fellowship Group for men meets on the
second Wednesday of the month from 7:00 am to 8:00 am in
the Parlor. Calvin Harmon leads and facilitates this group with
the intent of providing a brave, safe space for mutual sharing
and encouragement. The morning includes a light breakfast as
well as time for devotions and prayer. Upcoming dates include
September 9 and October 14.

Men’s Reflection and Fellowship
Group

Trinity Food Pantry

CARE, JUSTICE, AND COMMUNITY SUPPORT

Fiber Arts Group
During these anxious times, research shows that being in
community and having social support produces significant
positive effects to mental and emotional well-being. Those
who enjoy (or want to learn) crochet, knitting, cross-stitch,
sewing, latch hooking, or some other fiber-based craft are
invited to come together for a time of crafting and
community on Monday, September 7 at 6:00 pm in the
Multipurpose Room. Participants should bring supplies.
Those who are interested in learning a craft, but do not
have supplies, are welcome too. Contact Jenn Jordan at
314-605-2605 with questions.

Book Discussion Group
Please join Pastor Crowell for a discussion of the book
Yesteryear by Caro Claire Burke on Thursday, October 22 at
10:00 am in Rooms 12 and 13 of the Activities Building.
Anyone who loves reading and discussing books and is eager
to make connections and build community is encouraged to
attend. Reach out to Pastor Crowell at
sjcrowell@trinitylutheran.ws with questions or to register for
the event.

Candlelight Yoga
Are you weary, anxious, stressed out, and burdened by the
demands of life? Do you long for a settled heart and mind?
Are you eager to move through life with a sense of ease in
your body, heart, and mind? If your answer to any of these
questions is yes, then plan to join Pastor Crowell and her
beloved yoga teacher, Jill McBurney, in the Gym on
Mondays, September 14, September 28, October 5,
and October 19 at 6:30 pm for a gentle, relaxing
candlelight yoga experience. Yoga newcomers are
welcome! Bring a mat if you have one, a pillow, and a
blanket. A few extra mats will be available to borrow.
Participants are also welcome to enjoy the class from the
comfort of a chair instead of lying on a mat. Childcare will
be available so that parents can enjoy an hour to rest, relax,
and rejuvenate. Come and rest in the glow of candlelight,
do some simple stretching, breathe deeply, and open your
mind to this ancient spiritual practice. All bodies and
abilities are encouraged to participate. Reach out to Pastor
Crowell at sjcrowell@trinitylutheran.ws with questions.

The Trinity Food Pantry has been relocated to the
room across from the elevator on the first floor of the
Pence Building to allow guests to "shop" for what
they need during Welcome Table Distribution, rather
than receiving a prepacked bag. Keep the donations
coming! To help organize, collect donations on
Second Sundays, or assist guests while they shop,
contact Volunteer Pantry Coordinator Valerie Foote-
Patrick at valeriefoote@msn.com.

8

This monthly meal will be held on Wednesday,
September 23 at 11:30 am in the Multipurpose
Room. With help from Project Host Soup Kitchen,
guests enjoy a hot protein-based casserole along with
healthy sides, bread, and dessert. New volunteers,
especially in the kitchen, are always needed. Please
reach out to Pastor Preacher at
pdpreacher@trinitylutheran.ws with interest in
serving.

The Welcome Table

GROUPS AND COMMUNITY LIFE

TRINITY TIDINGS

Queer-led Worship
This reflective, meditative service resumes on
Thursday, September 10 at 6:30 pm in the Gym.
NOTE: this is not the first Thursday of the month
due to the Labor Day Holiday. Please consider
worshiping on campus or online in this meaningful time
of candlelight, song, and prayer. New Queer worship
leaders are always welcome as are allies interested in
serving in supporting roles. Please contact Pastor
Preacher at pdpreacher@trinitylutheran.ws to learn
more.

Second Sunday Food Drive
Pantry items will be collected on Sunday, September
13 at the Red Canopy Door from 9:30 am to 10:00 am.
Items may also be brought to the Church Office during
the week. Rising food costs impact everyone, but
Trinity’s downtown neighbors really feel the pinch.
Items of most need include: 

Canned fruit
Canned chicken 
Pasta 
Cooking oil
Hamburger, Chicken, or Tuna Helper
Chicken broth 
Basic seasonings and spices with shaker tops
Toilet paper

Currently, the Pantry is well-stocked with rice, beans,
and cans of green beans. Reusable shopping bags are a
welcome donation as the Pantry begins inviting guests
to shop for items of their choice. Contact Valerie Foote-
Patrick, Volunteer Pantry Coordinator at
valeriefoote@msn.comw with questions.

Foundation Grants
The Trinity Lutheran Church Foundation is receiving
grant applications from September 1 to October
15. The purpose of the foundation is to enhance the
outreach ministry of the congregation by making
grants to community human service agencies to
which the congregation relates, institutions and
agencies of the South Carolina Synod of the ELCA,
and members of the congregation who attend an
ELCA seminary or church-related educational,
leadership, or service event. Grant applications may
be obtained by calling the Church Office at 864-242-
5702 or emailing Kay Cook at
kmcook@trinitylutheran.ws. On Sunday, September 13, Trinity will participate in

“God’s Work, Our Hands”, the ELCA’s annual day of
service, an opportunity to celebrate who we are as a
church engaging in projects and activities that explore
our convictions as Lutherans: that all life in Jesus flows
from a living, daring confidence in God’s grace.
Following lunch, participants of all ages will work on a
variety of service projects. 

God’s Work, Our Hands

September 2026

Happy Mail Gathering
Do you enjoy writing notes, fun stationery, gel pens, and sending love and care through the mail? If your answer is YES, make
plans to gather with Renee Heiliger and Pastor Crowell on Thursday, September 24 at 2:00 pm in the Meeting Room across from
the Parlor to write notes, send cards, and extend encouragement to members of the Trinity community who could benefit from
some extra love and care. Reach out to Renee Heiliger at rch719@gmail.com or Pastor Crowell at sjcrowell@trinitylutheran.ws
with questions or to register for the event. 
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Alive with Possibility is our 2026 Sustaining
Ministry Campaign theme, celebrating the
diverse, hospitable, and ever-growing Beloved
Community we're building together — a one-
of-a-kind jewel of a community.

Join us in September as we kick things off with
Las Vegas Games and Bingo Night on Friday,
September 18 (6:00 - 8:00 pm, Activities
Building), plus weekly campaign videos in
worship. It all culminates on Celebration
Sunday, October 4 (10:00 am worship), when
we'll make our commitments of time, talent,
and resources for 2027. Please begin
discerning how you can generously support this
ministry, and plan to make your commitment as
an act of worship that day.

Stay after for a Celebration Lunch in the Gym
— Baked Ziti, a salad bar, and a strawberry
shortcake bar, with gluten-free, keto, and
vegetarian options throughout.

Trinity's Fabulous Las
Vegas Games Night is
alive with possibility!

What is possible when we give – not just our
money, but our time, our gifts, our ideas, and
our presence? This is the heart of Alive with
Possibility. 

Sustaining ministry is about more than
keeping the lights on or balancing the
budget…though those things are important!
It is about making room for the ministries,
relationships, and opportunities that help our
beloved community at Trinity grow. Every gift
we offer becomes part of something bigger
than ourselves: a welcome extended, a child
encouraged, a neighbor supported, an
outsider welcomed, a new ministry beginning,
a queer person embraced, a community
gathered in mutual love and support.

At Trinity…We Are Alive with Possibility!

Financial gifts are important and so are other ways to give. Some of us give by teaching, organizing,
singing, encouraging, welcoming, listening, comforting, cooking, praying, or simply showing up. And
when more of us show up, more becomes possible. This year Alive with Possibility invites each of us
What is possible when we give – not just our money, but our time, our gifts, our ideas, and our  each of us
to consider not only, “What can I give” but also, “How can I engage more fully with the Trinity family?”
Trinity needs you – your gifts, your passions, your financial gifts, your presence. Possibility comes alive
when we all work together! 
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Trinity is grateful for all the
prayers, contributions, and
displays of support from
members, friends, and
guests. Financial
contributions can be placed
in the offering plates during
worship, mailed to the
church, or given
electronically by going to
trinitylutheran.ws, by
scanning the QR code, or
texting TLCGIVE to 73256. 

Giving to
Trinity
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