
As we prepare for the beginning of a new school year, I invite you to
look at the days ahead with fresh eyes. Where will you make room for
joy? For relationships? For service? For rest? For learning? For
wonder? For self-care? For justice? Where might you say yes to
something life-giving and no to something that is life-draining? My
hope and prayer is that the month of August will be more than a vast
collection of commitments and obligations. May your calendar
become a living testament to a meaningful life, a life lived for others,
a life filled with grace.
 
With love and fierce hope, 

Pastor Susan Crowell
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Dear Beloved Trinity Community, 
 
A new calendar to plan and plot how I will order my life just arrived in the mail. I did not want a new calendar. I love the
old one, but it was falling apart. I suspect from overuse. I still use a paper calendar. I am not tech adverse, and I am not
coming for your digital calendar. I just think there is something holy and sacred about touching the pages of a calendar.
The first moments with a brand, new calendar are fleeting and euphoric. Clean, clear pages full of potential and
possibility…ready to be filled with plans and commitments, ready to be decorated with pretty stickers and fancy, colored
gel pens.

Calendars help us account for our days, our meetings, our obligations, our relationships, even our bodies. God invites us
to keep an account of our days, to note them and reflect on them, to see them as more than hours but as holy accounts
of the joy and messiness of life. Calendars invite us to live balanced lives – making time to care for ourselves, invest in
relationships, connect with community, and build a meaningful life, not just a busy, productive one. Calendars are quiet
testimonies to our values and priorities.
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Tell me, what is it you plan to do with your
one wild and precious life?
—Mary Oliver, A Summer Day

Trinity representatives at the Colors of Pride event, June 2026.Walk through life with open eyes and an open heart. 
Treasure the gift of each day, 
using your time to love generously, act wisely, 
and leave the world more whole than you found it.
—A paraphrase of Ephesians 5:15-16
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WORSHIP AND FAITH EXPLORATIONCOUNCIL AND BUSINESS

TRINITY TIDINGS

2

 Sundays 7/5 7/12 7/19 7/26

 Online Devices 690 464 396 339
 On Campus 127 118 112 97

 TOTAL 817 582 508 436

Attendance for July

August 2026

Adults meet each Sunday at 9:00 am in Rooms 12 and 13 to engage in lively discussion around matters of faith and
the current reality in which we live. Topics and discussion leaders change frequently. Please reach out to Pastor
Preacher at pdpreacher@trinitylutheran.ws with questions or to volunteer to lead.

Aug. 2: Exploring Modern Day Lutheranism in Germany: Session One; Toni Blank & Stoppy Stoppenhagen
Aug. 9: Exploring Modern Day Lutheranism in Germany: Session Two; Toni Blank & Stoppy Stoppenhagen
Aug. 16: To be determined
Aug. 23: The Fellowship of Believers in Acts 2:42; Leader: The Rev. Dexter Brecht
Aug. 30: Refugee Resettlement/Lutheran Services of the Carolinas; Leader: The Rev. Sarah Quinney

Adult Faith Exploration

 Giving June 2026 YTD

 Needed for Budget $100,857 $605,142

 Given to Budget $63,277 $603,938

 Difference ($37,580) ($1,204)

 Given to World Hunger $112 $10,965

The offering totals reflected below include the total
amount of offering received in June. The July total
income will be included in the September Tidings.

Offering Summary for June

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2 at 10:00 am | Gym
Worship | Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Refreshments and fellowship followed by Sunday
Fun Day Back-to-School Lunch and Bingo in the
Multipurpose Room 

August Worship Schedule

THURSDAY, AUGUST 6 at 6:30 pm | Gym
Queer-led Worship
Followed by fellowship, popcorn, and sodas in the
back corner of the Gym

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9 at 10:00 am | Sanctuary
Worship | Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
Liturgy of Blessing for Ryan Sease and Jack Wilcox
as they begin a year of global ministry
Refreshments and fellowship on the front lawn

SUNDAY, AUGUST 16 at 10:00 am | Sanctuary
Worship | Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Back-to-School blessing for students, teachers,
and educators included during worship.
Refreshments and fellowship in the back corner of
the Gym.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 23 at 10:00 am | Sanctuary
Worship | Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Refreshments and fellowship on the front lawn

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30 at 10:00 am | Gym
Worship | Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Refreshments and fellowship in the back corner
of the Gym followed by lunch in the
Multipurpose Room

Are you interested in learning more about this beloved
community of faith? Pastor Crowell and Pastor
Preacher will hold a class on Lutheran Faith and
Theology over two Sundays, September 20 and 27,
after worship in Rooms 12 and 13. These sessions
will include lunch and an hour-long class for youth
and adults, with childcare available. To register and
share food restrictions or preferences, contact Pastor
Crowell at sjcrowell@trinitylutheran.ws.

New Member Class

As ministry needs shift and evolve, an appropriate office
schedule is being discerned. For the month of August, the
schedule is as follows:

Monday – Church Office Closed
Tuesday – 10:00 am to 4:00 pm
Wednesday - 10:00 am to 4:00 pm
Thursday - 10:00 am to 4:00 pm
Friday – 10:00 am to 4:00 pm

This schedule notes when administrative staff are in the
office to answer phones and welcome guests. Our pastors
are frequently away from the office providing pastoral care,
attending community meetings, and making ministry visits.
Pastoral availability is more expansive than the Church
Office schedule.  

August Office Schedule

Throughout scripture, God invites us into the holy rhythm of
Sabbath – a time to rest, renew, delight, and trust that God’s
work continues even when we pause. As a community of faith,
we honor this gift by supporting our rostered staff in
observing regular Sabbath days.

Our pastors’ weekly Sabbath days are:
Pastor Crowell – Tuesday
Pastor Parham – Friday
Pastor Preacher – Tuesday

On these days, our pastors step away from regular ministry
responsibilities so they can rest, pray, spend time with loved
ones, and be renewed for this ministry we share. You are
invited to help protect this sacred time by holding non-urgent
emails, phone calls, and text messages until the next workday.
If a pastoral emergency arises, please reach out to one of
Trinity’s rostered leaders who is not on Sabbath that day.

Thank you for honoring these rhythms of Sabbath. By
supporting time for rest and renewal, we strengthen the
ministry and well-being of our entire community.

New Office Schedule - June and July
Honoring Sabbath: A
Communal Practice of Rest 

Generosity – giving away a portion of our financial
resources – changes the world. It also changes us. Giving to
Trinity helps this beloved community:

hold safe, brave space for more and more people to
find belonging, 
provide compensation for Trinity’s pastors and staff, 
care for our facilities and campus, 
strengthen relationships with local human service
agencies that share our mission, 
work for justice in an unjust world, and 
continue to deepen our connection with the wider
church. 

Giving connects us to one another. The size of the gift is
not the point. It’s the act of giving that matters. A weekly
gift of $5, or $50, or $200, or $500 is an investment in
community. When you give to support this ministry, Trinity
is blessed and you are blessed as you experience the warm,
cozy feeling of knowing that you are part of something
bigger than yourself. 

Giving is not primarily about meeting a budget. Giving is
about becoming the people God calls us to be. Will you
dedicate a portion of your financial resources to support
this beloved community? Will you bless this ministry – and
yourself – by giving? 

August Giving Spotlight –
Generosity Changes Us

As Trinity continues to reach out to the margins, the
challenge of financially sustaining this ministry becomes
more difficult.  As the challenge increases, the need for this
ministry of inclusion, radical hospitality, and belonging
becomes even more important.  As the summer brings time
away, will you continue to support this ministry with your
financial resources?  If you are finding fulfillment, meaning,
and belonging in this community, will you begin making a
regular gift to support this ministry?  Thank you for helping
Trinity continue to be a beacon of love and light. 

Summer Giving

Trinity will receive new members on Sunday, October
4 during worship at 10:00 am in the Sanctuary. If
interested in becoming a part of this beloved
community, please reach out to Pastor Crowell at
sjcrowell@trinitylutheran.ws. 

New Members Joining

Please join the beloved community at Trinity on
Sunday, August 16 at 10:00 am in the Gym for
worship and a special liturgy to bless and encourage
children, youth, families, teachers, and educators as
summer ends and a new school year begins. A special
gift will be given to teachers.

Back-to-School Blessing

Following alongside the book Inspired: Slaying
Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible Again
by Rachel Held Evans, Pastor Preacher will lead a
Bible Study on Monday, August 10 at 11:00 am and

Loving the Bible Again Study

6:00 pm in Rooms 12 and 13. Both the morning and evening sessions will cover the first part of
Evans’ book and the opening of the Bible: Origin Stories. Learn how to love the Bible again in a
space that welcomes difficult questions without guaranteeing answers. Please reach out to Pastor
Preacher with any questions or to register for the class at pdpreacher@trinitylutheran.ws.
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Children aged three to fifth grade and a parent or
caregiver are invited to gather with Pastor Parham
following worship in the Choir Room for twenty minutes
of music-making on Sundays, September 13, September
27, and October 11. Children will sing together,
experiment with Trinity’s vast collection of percussion
instruments, and enjoy creating music as a group.
Questions may be directed to Pastor Parham at
jcparham@trinitylutheran.ws.

Special Opportunity for Youth
and their Parents

Handbell Choir
Handbell Choir rehearsals begin on Wednesday,
September 2 at 6:00 pm in the Handbell Rehearsal
Room on the second floor of the Pence Building. A few
spaces for new ringers are available.

Do you play an instrument? Are you interested in playing
during worship? Opportunities to use your gifts in this way
are available. 

Share Instrumental Gifts

Adult Choir
Adult Choir rehearsals for the fall begin on Wednesday,
August 19 in the Choir Room on the second floor of the
Pence Building from 7:00 to 8:15 pm. Everyone with a
love of singing is invited to join this community of
musical mission partners. There are no auditions. New
singers are invited to schedule an orientation meeting
with Pastor Parham prior to their first rehearsal.

5

The Pray and Play area continues to grow and
thrive.  Depending upon the Sunday, there have
been as many as ten children gathered in that area
enjoying being at church as they play, pray in their
own ways, and dance to Trinity’s songs of praise.  
This area is a visible sign of Trinity’s love for family
and children.

Pray and Play Area in the Gym

MUSIC MINISTRYChildren’s Ministry

Within the Trinity Family
Hospitalized in the past month include: 
Sandy Cannon-Spencer
Owen Campanella
Sheryl Schirmer
Hannah Thompson

Deaths
The beloved Trinity community extends love, care, and
compassion to 

Clare Long and her family at the death of her mother, and 
Bob Schirmer and his family at the death of his brother.

TRINITY TIDINGS

4

CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILIES

Nursery for Sunday Worship
A nursery hosted by a member of the Trinity staff along
with a small group of rotating adult volunteers who have
been trained in Trinity’s Child Protection Policy is
available each Sunday morning beginning at 9:45 am to
care for infants and toddlers who would prefer enjoying
play time instead of attending 10:00 am worship. Reach
out to the Church Office if interested in caring for
Trinity’s youngest members on Sunday mornings.

Music Moments for Children
with Pastor Parham

Following worship on Sunday, August 9, youth and
their parents are invited to enjoy lunch together
followed by programming for both groups. 

Jerry Wesley, Trinity’s Coordinator for Mental
Health Wellness, will lead parents in a workshop
that includes practical ways to better communicate
with their teens. Parents will explore ways to lean
into the one-word answers, eyerolls, and the silent
stares. Together participants will find ways to gain a
better understanding of the teen communication
style, social media, and technology challenges as
well as how to improve overall teen-parent
relationships. 

Angie McCormack will lead youth in a hands-on
service project and in planning for God’s Work, Our
Hands, our congregation-wide day of service taking
place on Sunday, September 13. This will be a great
opportunity to serve together, share ideas, and
prepare for this meaningful event.

Following worship on Sunday, August 30, children
in kindergarten through fifth grade are invited to
stay for lunch and a fun-filled Back-to-School
Celebration. Together, children will enjoy activities
that remind them of God’s constant presence.
Children will participate in a Pencil Prayer, discover
how everyday school supplies can teach about faith,
be paired with a Prayer Partner for the school year,
and take part in a Mission Challenge as they prepare
to be the hands and feet of Christ at school and in
their community.

Solomon Atkins – August 12
Rachel Balck - August 28
Chris Barsody – August 12
Austin Blythe – August 12
Sandy Cannon-Spencer – August 5
Jaimee Chapman – August 6
Rachel Colburn – August 4
Annette Connor – August 21
Miles Crosby – August 16
Natalie Geiger – August 25
Paul Godfrey – August 2
Samuel Godfrey – August 14

In an effort to stay connected, please consider extending birthday greetings to the following members. If you would
like the church to know your birthdate please contact the Church Office to submit this information through Realm. 

August Birthdays

THE TRINITY FAMILY

The number of children in Trinity’s worship services are
a gift to this community. They can be found in (or under!)
pews in the Sanctuary, in seats or in the floor in the Gym
worship space, and also in the Pray and Play Area in the
Gym. Children learn a lot from being in worship and
modeling themselves after the adults they admire. Yet,
they still need a time and space to move around, ask silly
questions, and hear the stories of the faith this
community holds so dear. Children’s Worship
Opportunity meets that need. Accompanied by Child
Protection Policy trained adults, children gather to
explore the stories heard in worship through play, sight,
sound, and even taste! Lessons are prepared in advance
to make leading easy on the adults. Please reach out to
Pastor Preacher with any interest in supporting this
ministry at pdpreacher@trinitylutheran.ws.

Children’s Worship Opportunity

August 2026

Save the Date - Christmas Pagaent
Trinity’s annual interactive, intergenerational
Christmas Pageant will be held on Sunday,
December 13 at 10:00 am in the Gym. An orchestra
of Trinity members and friends comes together each
year for this musical opportunity. 

Organ Update
Following a final intensive week of voicing, tuning,
technical adjustments, and the installation of the last
few pipes, Trinity’s new organ is complete. Anyone
interested in an up-close visit with the organ to see the
beautiful console, woodwork, pipework, and casework,
listen to the range of possible sounds, hear the story of
how it came to be, or even play it should reach out to
Pastor Parham to make an appointment. 

Dale Hamann – August 6
Tori Hilbourn – August 13
Dean Hybl – August 9
Nate Hybl – August 8
Melissa Kolb – August 15
Everett Lawrence – August 12
Betsy League – August 31
Mary Lockard – August 24
Jane Mortensen – August 12
Jean Nelson – August 31
Mary Peters – August 3
Jonathan Preacher – August 26

Lisa Rehm – August 24
Jimmy Reynolds – August 16
Steve Robinson – August 5
Margaret Roth – August 5
Franklin Sease – August 21
Bryant Stipp – August 14
Terri Sullivan – August 17
Dan Thomas-Harewood – August 28
Donna Twichell – August 28
Jack Wilcox – August 18
Judy Williams – August 25
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1

2
Ten Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 am | Faith Exploration for Adults
10:00 am | Worship in the Gym and Live-stream
   Refreshments and Fellowship to follow
11:30 am | Sunday Fun Day

3
6:30 pm | Fiber Arts 
      Group

4
Pastor Crowell -Sabbath 

Pastor Preacher -Sabbath

5 6
10:00 am | Book  
    Discussion Group
6:30 pm | Queer-led 
    Worship

7
10:00 am | Mahjong 
    Group

Pastor Parham -
Sabbath

8

9
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6:00 pm |  Loving the Bible 
    Again Bible Study

11
Pastor Crowell -Sabbath 

Pastor Preacher -Sabbath
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    Reflection and 
    Fellowship Group
11:30 am | The Welcome 
    Table
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    Group

Pastor Parham -
Sabbath

15

16
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17 18
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19
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    Group
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22

23
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29
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History Reading Group
The History Reading Group will meet on Sunday, August 16
following worship in the Parlor to discuss The Accidental
President by A.J. Baime. A video link will be available. Contact
Don Todd at either 803-517-8129 or dktodd47@gmail.com or
Bob Schirmer at 419-348-6508 or rwschirmer@gmail.com
with questions.

Love Wins Fellowship Group
Join Love Wins for an evening of connection and great
company on Thursday, August 20 at 6:30 pm at The Mason
Jar, a laid-back local favorite featuring southern pub fare and
entertainment, located at 202 Trade Street, Greer.

Friday Mahjong Group
A group gathers each Friday morning at 10:00 am in the
Assembly Room to spend time together and play Mahjong. It’s
a non-competitive group with folks willing to teach others to
play the game. Questions may be directed via text to Lani
Ludian at 864-419-9574.

Out to Lunch Bunch
Looking to build relationships at Trinity? Join the Out to
Lunch Bunch after worship on Sunday, August 23 for
lunch at Swamp Rabbit Café located at 205 Cedar Lane
Road, Greenville. To reserve a space, please text Angie
McCormack at 864-630-4026.

A Reflection and Fellowship Group for men meets on the
second Wednesday of the month from 7:00 am to 8:00 am in
the Parlor. Calvin Harmon leads and facilitates this group with
the intent of providing a brave, safe space for mutual sharing
and encouragement. The morning includes a light breakfast as
well as time for devotions and prayer. Upcoming dates include
August 12 and September 9.

Men’s Reflection and Fellowship
Group

Trinity Food Pantry

CARE, JUSTICE, AND COMMUNITY SUPPORT

Fiber Arts Group
During these anxiety producing times, research shows
being in community and having social support produces
significant positive effects to mental and emotional well-
being. Along that “thread,” a Fiber Arts Group formed at
Trinity to simply make space for being together while
creating and keeping hands busy. Those who enjoy (or want
to learn) crochet, knitting, cross-stitch, sewing, latch
hooking, or some other fiber-based craft not listed here are
invited to come together for a time of crafting and
community. Really, all crafts that travel well are welcome!
Attendees should bring supplies to craft. Those who are
interested in learning a craft but do not have supplies are
welcome too. Someone will be happy to share and teach!
The group will meet on Monday, August 3 at 6:00 pm in
the Multipurpose Room. Contact Jenn Jordan at 314-605-
2605 with questions.

Book Discussion Group
Please join Pastor Crowell for a discussion of the book Kin by
Tayari Jones on Thursday, August 6 at 10:00 am in Rooms
12 and 13 of the Activities Building. Anyone who loves reading
and discussing books and is eager to make connections and
build community is encouraged to attend. Reach out to Pastor
Crowell at sjcrowell@trinitylutheran.ws with questions or to
register for the event.

Candlelight Yoga
Coming to Trinity in September! Are you weary, anxious,
stressed-out, and burdened by the demands of life? Do you
long for a settled heart and mind? Are you eager to move
through life with a sense of ease in your body, heart, and
mind? If your answer to any of these questions is yes, then
plan to join Pastor Crowell and her beloved yoga teacher,
Jill McBurney, in the Gym on Mondays, September 14
and September 28 at 6:30 pm for a gentle, relaxing
candlelight yoga experience. Yoga newcomers are
welcome! Bring your mat, a pillow, and a blanket. A few
extra mats will be available to borrow. Participants are also
welcome to enjoy the session from the comfort of a chair
instead of lying on a mat. Childcare will be available so that
parents can enjoy an hour to rest, relax, and rejuvenate.
Come and rest in the glow of candlelight, do some simple
stretching, breathe deeply, experience restoration, and open
your mind to this ancient spiritual practice. All bodies and
abilities are encouraged to participate. Reach out to Pastor
Crowell with questions at sjcrowell@trinitylutheran.ws.

As Trinity’s Pantry continues to evolve and grow to
meet the needs of more people, the Food Pantry is
now located in the room across from the elevator on
the first floor of the Pence Building. The Pantry is set
up to receive guests during the Welcome Table
Distribution so that neighbors can be empowered to
“shop” for what they need rather than being given a
prepacked bag of items. The new space is well
organized and has space for a larger selection of
items. Please continue to donate generously!  Please
reach out to Valerie Foote-Patrick, Volunteer Pantry
Coordinator, at valeriefoote@msn.com or via text to
828-808-1594 to volunteer to help organize the
space, collect donations on Second Sundays, or help
Pantry guests in their shopping experience.
Upcoming workdays are Thursday, July 30 and
Thursday, August 6 from 1:00 to 3:30 pm.

8

This monthly meal will be held on Wednesday,
August 12 at 11:30 am in the Multipurpose Room.
With help from Project Host Soup Kitchen, guests
enjoy a hot protein-based casserole along with
healthy sides, bread, and dessert. New volunteers,
especially in the kitchen, are always needed. Please
reach out to Pastor Preacher at
pdpreacher@trinitylutheran.ws with interest in
serving.

The Welcome Table

GROUPS AND COMMUNITY LIFE

TRINITY TIDINGS

Queer-led Worship
This reflective, meditative service resumes on
Thursday August 6 at 6:30 pm in the Gym. Please
consider worshiping on campus or online in this
meaningful time of candlelight, song, and prayer. New
Queer worship leaders are always welcome as are allies
interested in serving in supporting roles. Please contact
Pastor Preacher at pdpreacher@trinitylutheran.ws to
learn more.

August 2026

Second Sunday Food Drive
Pantry items will be collected on Sunday, August 9 at
the Red Canopy Door from 9:30 to 10:00 am. Items
may also be brought to the Church Office during the
week. Rising food costs impact everyone, but Trinity’s
downtown neighbors really feel the pinch. Items of most
need include 

Canned fruit
Canned chicken 
Pasta 
Cooking oil
Hamburger, Chicken, or Tuna Helper
Chicken broth 
Basic seasonings and spices with shaker tops
Toilet paper

Currently, the Pantry is well-stocked with rice, beans,
and cans of green beans. Reusable shopping bags are a
welcome donation as the Pantry begins inviting guests
to shop for items of their choice. Contact Valerie Foote-
Patrick, Volunteer Pantry Coordinator at
valeriefoote@msn.comw with questions.Fostering Great Ideas

Fostering Great Ideas is one of the many
organizations Trinity supports with volunteers. This
organization became inclusive of Queer employees
and families several years ago and the CEO, David
White, approached Trinity for guidance. This
organization fills a unique role in the lives of foster
children and families.  Relying on volunteers,
Fostering Great Ideas pairs foster children with a
mentor and/or a tutor to help support them.  The
program received over 80 new requests for mentors
and tutors recently.  More information may be found
on their website at www.fgi4kids.org  Anyone
interested in volunteering may contact David White
at david.white@fgi4kids.org.

Please join the Trinity family on Sunday, August 2
following worship for lunch and Bingo in the

Multipurpose Room. After enjoying lunch together,
participants will play bingo, win prizes, cheer for
one another, and build community as we prepare

for summer to end and a new school year to begin.
To help with the event or for more information,

contact Angie McCormack at 864-630-4026.

Summer Sunday Fun Day
August Prayer Volunteers
August 2 – 8 | Pattimarie Janssen
August 9 – 15 | Jaimie Fivecoat
August 16 – 22 | Lani Ludian
August 23 – 29 | Angie McCormack
August 30 – September 5 | Carl Brune

Praying for Possibilities
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Kay M. Cook 
Office Manager 
kmcook@trinitylutheran.ws 

Henry W. Wilcox 
Accountant and Digital Media Manager 
hwwilcox@trinitylutheran.ws 

Karen M. Craig 
Administrative Assistant 
kmcraig@trinitylutheran.ws 

Roy L. Cook 
Facility Manager 
rlcook@trinitylutheran.ws 

Beth C. Oswald 
Nursery Attendant 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

421 N. Main St. | Greenville, SC 29601

Susan J. Crowell 
Senior Pastor 
sjcrowell@trinitylutheran.ws 

James C. Parham, III 
Pastor for Worship and Music 
jcparham@trinitylutheran.ws 

Patrick D. Preacher 
Pastor for Queer Ministry and Belonging
pdpreacher@trinitylutheran.ws 

Angie H. McCormack 
Youth and Children’s Ministry
Coordinator 
ahmccormack@trinitylutheran.ws 

Jerry R. Wesley 
Coordinator for Mental HealthWellness 
jrwesley@trinitylutheran.ws
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Church Staff

Trinity is grateful for all the
prayers, contributions, and
displays of support from
members, friends, and
guests. Financial
contributions can be placed
in the offering plates during
worship, mailed to the
church, or given
electronically by going to
trinitylutheran.ws, by
scanning the QR code, or
texting TLCGIVE to 73256. 

Giving to
Trinity
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