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| looked back and saw beaches and sunsets,
glasses clinking together, teeth shining in the light.
| looked back and saw tables filled with food,
bread broken in togetherness, hearts sharing tears and so much laughter.
| looked back and saw risks taken, hands squeezed,
lessons learned, love flourishing.
| looked back and saw tough times faced, problems shared, and triumphs hard won.
| looked back and didn’t see my failures, my flaws,
or my not being enough-ness. | didn’t see wrinkles, cellulite,
or numbers on a scale. | didn’t see cars, possessions, or money made.
| looked back and saw a life lived to the full and full includes
the sadness, the loss, the living.
Look back sometimes, my friends, if you can
it will remind you what is important or perhaps more importantly what is not.
Donna Ashworth, | Looked Back

Dear Beloved Trinity Community,

On May 26, 2025 | marked thirty years of ordained ministry. In those early years, so many nay-sayers
said | would not make it past five years, seven at the absolute most. But here | am...by the grace of
God...still standing...still doing the work and ministry God has called me to do. In more recent years, |
am doing the very thing God created me to do which is to create spaces of love, welcome, radical
hospitality, and belonging for many and diverse people, to preach the gospel with clarity and
authenticity with an eye always toward the oppressed and marginalized, and to lean into new ways of
doing ministry that likely don’t resemble ministry in those early years. Yes, | am looking back to the
hard times of conflict and persecution, to the loss of dear friends who entered the Church
Triumphant during my time shepherding this congregation, and to the times of triumph, bold
decisions, and new paths forward. | am looking back at the relationships built and nurtured...many
that still stand strong, others that have withered, but that still bless my life and ministry in the way |
remember them. | am looking back and remembering and cherishing and celebrating the way God’s
Spirit is at work in me, saint and sinner, beloved child of God, and one who does not always get it
right. | am giving thanks for all | have learned, all the ways | have grown as a pastor and a leader. (A
list of learnings is included later in this newsletter.) | invite you to look back...to the last month, to all
of 2025, to the past decade. What matters? What does not? How shall you emerge stronger, more
faithful, more authentic to who and whose you are in this new year? God is at work in you, in me, in
our life together, and in the joyful transformation that is happening among us.

With love and fierce hope,

Ausar)

Pastor Susan Crowell




CouNcIL NOTES

At the December meeting of the Congregation Council, the council...

---welcomed Lynn Andrews, Chris Barsody, William Bryant, Clayton Dykes, Carl Witherspoon,
and Matthew Wessinger as newly elected members of Congregation Council;

---regretfully accepted Angie Hager’s resignation from council as she and her family anticipate a
move to Charlotte to access needed care for little Javi;

---appointed Jess Bigby to fill the two years remaining on the vacated council position;

---noted that expenses for November were $738 more than projected;

---approved an increase in the line of credit;

---received a report from the Executive Committee noting that negotiations for the sale of the
429 Property continue, the church bus was conveyed for a sale price of $2,500, and a proposal
for new, more efficient lighting fixtures throughout the campus is moving forward;

---learned about the next steps in the call process outlined by Bishop Aebischer and of her
support and guidance as this process continues;

---approved documents outlining a position entitled “Pastor of Queer Ministry and Belonging”
and appointed an Interview Team (Amanda Cook, convener and chair, Matt Cobb, Jaime
Fivecoat, Harper Roth, Philip Wessinger, and Pastor Crowell, advisory member with voice, no
vote) who will interview Patrick Preacher for this position and make a recommendation to the
council at the January meeting;

---designated housing allowances for both Pastor Parham and Pastor Crowell;

---authorized the Executive Committee and staff to appoint 2026 committees;

---elected Richard Moose to serve as Vice-President, Mike Boliek to serve as the Treasurer, and
Margaret Roth to serve as the Secretary for 2026;

---agreed that all council members and officers of the congregation will be installed at worship
on Sunday, January 11, 2026;

---agreed that the next scheduled meeting of Congregation Council will take place on Sunday,
January 25 at 1:30 pm and will include an orientation; and

---expressed gratitude to outgoing council members for their faithful leadership and service to
Angie Hager, Dean Hybl, Kerry Sease, Chris Sorenson, Chris Wannemacher, Lani Wise, and Lexi
Thomas-Harewood.



MusIC MINISTRY

As a new calendar year begins, hearty thanks to all who offered time and !
musical gifts to enriching and strengthening worship in 2025. If interested in
singing and/or ringing in 2026, now is the perfect time to join. Work on new
choral and handbell music for Epiphany, Lent, and Easter is beginning.

The Adult Choir will begin rehearsals on January 7, 2026. Rehearsals are Wednesdays from 7:00
to 8:15 pm in the Choir Room on the second floor of the Pence Building. On Sunday mornings,
the choir gathers for warmups in the Choir Room from 9:30 to 9:50 am. For 10:00 am worship,
the choir assembles in the Sanctuary balcony or around the piano in the Gym to support and
strengthen congregational singing and to offer special choral music in a wide variety of styles
that proclaims, enriches, and interprets the scripture for the day.

Martin Luther called music the “Servant of the Gospel,” so the goal is to offer music that
draws minds, bodies, emotions, and imaginations to experience more deeply God'’s rich,
inspiring, and often challenging word. Everyone with a love of singing is invited to join this
community of musical mission partners. There are no auditions, but new singers are invited to
schedule an orientation meeting with Pastor Parham prior to their first rehearsal. At that
meeting, the new choir member will be paired with a numbered folder for choir music, a
hymnal, a robe for when the choir leads singing in the Sanctuary, and will take a brief tour of
the building. If interested, please e-mail Pastor Parham at the address below with any
questions.

The Handbell Choir will begin rehearsals on January 7, 2026. Rehearsals are Wednesdays from
6:00 to 6:50 pm in the Handbell Rehearsal Room on the second floor of the Pence Building.

Instrumentalists are always welcome to use their gifts in worship. If new to the community
and feel drawn to share instrumental gifts in worship, please contact Pastor Parham at
jicparham®@trinitylutheran.ws or 864-242-5702.

TRINITY PRESCHOOL PLAY GROUP

On Sunday, February 1 Trinity preschool children (infant to K4) and their siblings are
invited to a light lunch, activities, and playtime. The group will meet in room 202,
following worship. A parent or caring adult should plan to attend.
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Continued from Cover Letter...Things I’ve learned in 30 years of ministry...especially in
the past 7 years as shepherd to a radically-transforming, progressive community of faith
focused on grace, inclusion, diversity, and love...

Love wholly and completely the one who shows up for worship -- not knowing whether this will be
their only visit or the beginning of a long relationship.

Receive new members to the community with love and grace and ease. Release the ones who
choose to find a spiritual home in a new place with the same love, grace, and ease.

So often the best thing one can do is stop, rest, be still, and connect to the endless supply of
love, faith, and energy that only God can provide.

Most of the challenges in life together in a progressive Christian community stem from fear - fear
of change, fear of not having enough, fear of losing power, influence, or position.

Some times things are personal; Most of the time they are not.

There are many facets to the truth - versions people tell themselves, versions they tell one
another, versions they tell me. The full and complete truth is rarely known.

Always, always lean into the future. Resist the urge to lean into the past. Learn from the past,
but keep moving forward.

Progressive Christian communities are constantly transforming.
Be your true authentic self. Practice vulnerability.
The best decisions are made in groups.

Sometimes you get credit for the good things. You are always blamed for the bad things. There
are rarely exceptions to this.

Set and keep healthy boundaries. Saying no is good and faithful ministry.

Everybody is doing the best they can. Give everybody the benefit of the doubt. Extend grace upon
grace.

Do not take yourself too seriously. Lighten up! This work is fun and life-giving!

Communal belonging is the hallmark of progressive Christian communities. Every single person
that becomes part of the Trinity beloved community changes the community. This is one of the
biggest differences between progressive, inclusive congregations and others.

Always make time for the bucket fillers - the ones who give energy. Limit time with the bucket
dippers - the ones who can suck the life out of you.

Never ever spend time alone with parishioners who intend to harm and hurt you. Ministry requires
protecting your own heart.

Stay faithful to the mission...always...even, and especially, when it is hard.
God’s grace is always sufficient.
God always makes a way. Even in the darkest nights God is clearing a way forward.

Be strong, and loving, and fearless.




TRINITY CHILDREN AND YOUTH

Trinity Children (Kindergarten - Grade 5) will gather on Sunday, January 11 following
worship. The group will meet in the Youth Room for lunch, followed by activities to learn
more about the Epiphany Season.

Trinity Youth (Grades 6 - 12) will gather on Sunday, January 4 after worship and

walk downtown for lunch and ice skating at Ice on Main. Lunch will be provided, o

and the cost for skating is $10.00. Tickets will be purchased in advance. i 4 5 i
Contact Angie by text at 864-630-4026 by Friday, January 2 to register. !

GOAL/GREENVILLE ORGANIZED FOR ACCOUNTABLE LEADERSHIP

The research teams for Greenville Organized for

Accountable Leadership have held the following meetings:

Mental Health Research had a meeting on Tuesday,

December 9 with Tiffany Parker, the Executive Director of

NAMI. Affordable Housing met with State Representative

Paul Wickensimer regarding eviction bill H-4270 and his ideas regarding an eviction
court pilot. On Tuesday, December 16 a group met with Tina Belge, Greenville City
Council member, to discuss GHF’s goal of producing 10,000 new units between 2020
and 2030. On December 17 a zoom meeting was held with Piedmont Health Foundation
to hear ideas for an eviction court pilot program. January 21 is advocacy day at the
State Capital. Several members will be there to advocate for House Bill H-4270 in
person.

JANUARY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday, January 4
Second Sunday of Christmas
Worship at 10:00 am in the Sanctuary
Refreshments and fellowship to follow on the front lawn

Thursday, January 8
Queer-led worship in the Gym at 6:30 pm
Refreshments served following the service

Sunday, January 11
Baptism of Our Lord
Installation of Council Members and Officers of the Congregation
Worship at 10:00 am in the Gym
Refreshments and fellowship to follow in the back corner of the Gym

Sunday, January 18
Second Sunday after Epiphany
Worship at 10:00 am in the Sanctuary
Refreshments and fellowship to follow on the front lawn

Sunday, January 25
Third Sunday after Epiphany
Worship at 10:00 am in the Gym
Refreshments and fellowship to follow in the back corner of the Gym



ADULT FAITH EXPLORATION

Please consider attending Adult Faith Exploration prior to worship Sundays at 9:00 am in
Rooms 12 and 13. Below is the teacher and topic schedule for January. New discussion
leaders are always welcome. Contact Patrick Preacher via text, 864-483-2590, if you are
interested in leading.

January 4: Kellie Fontecchio leads discussion about Epiphany which will include a blessing
and chalking of the front doors.

January 11: Anna Crouch leads a discussion about Religious Trauma.

January 18: David Potts leads a discussion about Astro theology (Space, Aliens, and Jesus
Christ).

January 25: Chaplain Missy Roberts will lead a discussion about processing grief and loss
through a Christian lens.
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Celebrafing our Baptism!
Activities by age group

A variety of hot soups and sandwiches will be served for lunch.

X

Sunday, January 25 following worship




CHILDREN’S WORSHIP OPPORTUNITY

Accompanied by Child Protection trained adults, children are invited to leave worship
after the children’s sermon to hear the scripture reading in ways more appropriate to
them. Using the lectionary stories heard in worship each Sunday, the children hear the
scripture read from an age appropriate text and enjoy an activity related to the theme of
the day. They return to worship in time to share the peace and participate in the family
meal of Holy Communion. Adults interested in volunteering for this ministry should
contact Patrick Preacher at pdpreacher®trinitylutheran.ws.

TRINITY FOOD PANTRY

The generosity of Trinity members and friends continues to
= inspire! At the news of SNAP benefit cuts and reductions,
f d donations to the Pantry poured in. Volunteers were able to provide
addltlonal bags of pantry items to Towers East neighbors,
jﬁ Neg S participants in the Refugee Resettlement Program, and others in
need thanks to such generous donations. In November, Trinity was
honored to support the Food Pantry hosted by The Lutheran Church
of Our Saviour after their pantry was destroyed by fire. The current political climate has
made food and well-being pawns to be manipulated. This means grassroots support of
these types of ministries are more vital than ever. Trinity will continue the Second
Sunday Food Drive in an effort to maintain a full Pantry for regular and emergency
distribution. Those who are able are invited to donate on Sunday January 11 and
February 8 between 9:30-10:00 am by dropping off items at the Red Canopy Door. The
following items are most needed: dried beans (16 0z), peanut butter (16 oz), cereal,
canned fruit, rice (2 lb. bag), pasta sauce, canned meat, canned vegetables, and toilet
paper. Please contact Patrick Preacher via text or email to volunteer or with questions
at pdpreacher@®@trinitylutheran.ws or 864-483-2590.

HisTORY READING GROUP

The Trinity Lutheran Church History Reading Group will meet on Sunday, January 18,
following worship in the Church Parlor to discuss The Great Influenza by John Barry.
David Potts will lead the discussion. All are welcome to attend. Contact Don Todd at
dktodd47@gmail.com, 803-517-8129 or Bob Schirmer at rwschirmer@gmail.com, 419-348-
6508 with questions. A video link will be available.
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JANUARY 2026

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 4

9:00 FAITH EXPLORATION FOR ADULTS
10:00 WORSHIP IN THE SANCTUARY AND LIVE-STREAM
REFRESHMENTS AND FELLOWSHIP TO FOLLOW

11:30 TRINITY YOUTH

6:00 FIBER ARTS

BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 1"

9:00 FAITH EXPLORATION FOR ADULTS

9:30 SECOND SUNDAY FOOD DRIVE

10:00 WORSHIP IN THE GYM AND LIVE-STREAM
REFRESHMENTS AND FELLOWSHIP TO FOLLOW

11:30 TRINITY CHILDREN

SECOND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 18

9:00 FAITH EXPLORATION FOR ADULTS
10:00 WORSHIP IN THE SANCTUARY AND LIVE-STREAM
REFRESHMENTS AND FELLOWSHIP TO FOLLOW

11:30 HISTORY READING GROUP IN THE PARLOR

MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

20

THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 25

10:00 WORSHIP IN THE GYM AND LIVE-STREAM
REFRESHMENTS AND FELLOWSHIP TO FOLLOW

11:30 TOGETHER@TRINITY
1:30 CONGREGATION COUNCIL

26

27



Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

3

10:00 MAHJONG GROUP
NEW YEARS DAY
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
7 8 9 10

10:00 MAHJONG GROUP

6:00 HANDBELL CHOIR 6:30 QUEER-LED WORSHIP IN THE

7:00 ADULT CHOIR

14 15 16 17

10:00 MAHJONG GROUP

7:00 MEN’S REFLECTION AND

FELLOWSHIP GROUP

11:30 WELCOME TABLE

6:00 HANDBELL CHOIR

7:00 ADULT CHOIR

21 2 23 24
10:00 SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES 10:00 MAHJONG GROUP
GROUP
6:00 HANDBELL CHOIR
7:00 ADULT CHOIR
28 29 30 31

6:00 HANDBELL CHOIR
7:00 ADULT CHOIR

10:00 SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES
GROUP

10:00 MAHJONG GROUP

/



A CLASS ON SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES

In The Awakened Brain by Lisa Miller, research shows that those who regularly
participate in spiritual disciplines are 20% more resilient than those who do not. A
small group will gather on Thursdays, January 22 and January 29, at 10:00 am in
rooms 12 and 13 to learn more about and practice several spiritual disciplines
designed to encourage, uplift, soothe, comfort, and connect to the vastness of God’s
love and grace for all of God’s beloveds. This small group gathering will be
facilitated by Renee Heiliger and Pastor Susan Crowell and will be limited to 15
participants. Participants may register for one or both sessions as each session will
focus on different practices. To register for this learning opportunity, reach out to
Pastor Crowell at sjcrowell@trinitylutheran.ws.

OFFERING TELLERS NEEDED

The Church Office staff is looking for volunteers to count offering and prepare the
bank deposit each week. We need two volunteers (non-related individuals) to count
on Thursday mornings at 9:30 am. The process should take an hour or less. If you
are interested in volunteering, please reach out to Kay Cook in the Church Office
via email at kmcook®@trinitylutheran.ws.

GIVING TO TRINITY

Trinity is grateful for all the prayers, contributions, and displays of
support from members, friends, and guests. Financial contributions can Et3E
be placed in the offering plates during worship, mailed to the church, &%
O l' N or given electronically by going to trinitylutheran.ws, by scanning the
n ln QR code, or texting TLCGIVE to 73256.
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

In an effort to stay connected, please consider extending birthday greetings to the
following members. If you would like the church to know your birthdate please contact
the Church Office to submit this information through Realm.

Maggie Boliek — January 10 Kylee Mast — January 17

William Bryant — January 10 Adaline McCormack — January 7
Pastor Susan Crowell — January 19 Ben McCormack — January 7

Joni Curd — January 11 Melissa Roberts — January 5

Richard Delap — January 10 Jeff Roth — January 25

Jaime Durrah — January 11 Peyton Roth — January 24

Karen Haagensen — January 1 Rosa Waldrep — January 10

Anne Harmon — January 27 Delaney Wannemacher — January 17
Leila James Kolb — January 23 Carl Witherspoon — January 11

Lani Ludian — January 27

®
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NURSERY FOR SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP

A nursery hosted by a member of the Trinity staff, Beth Oswald, as well as
a small group of rotating adult volunteers who have been trained in
Trinity’s Child Protection Policy is available each Sunday morning
beginning at 9:45 am to care for infants and toddlers who would prefer
enjoying play time instead of attending 10:00 am worship. The nursery is

J located on the first floor of the Pence Building. Please reach out to a
greeter or usher if assistance is needed.

FRIDAY MAHJONG GROUP

A group of Trinity members and friends gather each Friday morning at 10:00 ‘

am in the Assembly Room to spend time together and play Mahjong. It’s a|_', @
non-competitive group with folks willing to teach others to play the game. J @
Questions may be directed via text to Lani Ludian at 864-419-9574.



MEN’S REFLECTION AND FELLOWSHIP GROUP

A Reflection and Fellowship Group for men meets on the second
Meh’, Wednesday of the month from 7:00 am to 8:00 am in the Parlor.
Calvin Harmon leads and facilitates this group with the intent of
# providing a brave, safe space for mutual sharing and
‘((OW‘ ' encouragement. The morning includes a light breakfast as well
as time for devotions and prayer. Upcoming dates include

January 14 and February 11.

PRAYING FOR POSSIBILITIES

Praying for Possibilities is a program at Trinity dedicated to praying for the ministries of
the congregation. Members and friends of the congregation are invited to sign up for a
specific week during the year when they are encouraged to pray through the written
prayers one time during the course of the assigned week. This ministry requires a small
commitment of time with the possibility of tremendous blessing.

December Prayer Volunteers

January 4-10
Dedra Johnson

January 11-17
Donna Potts

January 18-24
Lani Wise

January 25-31
Lynn Andrews

FIBER ARTS GROUP

e During these anxiety producing times, research shows being in community
) and having social support produces significant positive effects to mental
9 and emotional well-being. Along that “thread,” a Fiber Arts Group formed
at Trinity to simply make space for being together while creating and
keeping hands busy. Those who enjoy (or want to learn) crochet, knitting,
cross-stitch, sewing, latch hooking, or some other fiber-based craft not listed here are
invited to come together for a time of crafting and community. Really, all crafts that
travel well are welcome! Attendees should bring supplies to craft. Those who are
interested in learning a craft but do not have supplies are welcome too. Someone will
be happy to share and teach! The group will meet on Monday, January 5 at 6:00 pm in
the Multipurpose Room. Contact Jenn Jordan at 314-605-2605 with questions.




THE WELCOME TABLE

The Welcome Table continues ministry despite cuts to government _ '
grants which allowed Trinity to distribute local and fresh produce at hm
no cost from Feed and Seed. This means the Trinity Food Pantry =T

will be even more crucial in the coming months. Please consider £}

donating non-perishable food items and/or toilet paper as able. ‘gij
The next Welcome Table dates are January 14 and February 28. A

hot meal is served beginning at 11:00 am in the Multi-purpose Room

and typically includes an engaging activity centered around
community building or song. Everyone is welcome to enjoy lunch! Volunteers are
always needed. To volunteer, please contact Patrick Preacher via email at
pdpreacher@trinitylutheran.ws or text at 864-483-2590.

FESTIVAL OF QUEER BOOKS

Trinity will host it’s Second Annual Festival of Queer Books on Saturday, February 28
from 10:00 am to noon. Last year, Trinity distributed over 700 books to a wide array
of community members. All are welcome to attend. Those who would like to
volunteer at the event should contact Patrick Preacher via text, 864-483-2590.

D

FESTIVAL OF QUEER BOOKS

A free event celebrating books that feature
characters who identify as LGBTQIA+ as well as
characters from other marginalized communities.

TRINTY LUTHERAN CHURCH, GREENVILLE SC
SATURDAY, FEBRVARY 28
10:00 AamM - Noow

Free books, kid’s bounce house, popcorn, music, read-
alouds, silent disco, face painting, and more!
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QUEER - LED WORSHIP

y Queer-led Worship for January will take place on January 8 at 6:30 pm in
.“‘ the Gym. Note this is not the first Thursday of the month as is typical
. Ll because the first Thursday is New Year’s Day. Please consider joining in
Tazé Prayer L worship.  New Queer leaders are always welcome! Contact Patrick
Preacher via text, 864-483-2590, if you are interested in leading. Allies are

also welcome to support the service as greeters or refreshment hosts.

LoVE WINS FELLOWSHIP GROUP

Love Wins is a group that meets monthly to discuss a book/podcast and to
enjoy some social time together. The group will rotate monthly between «easf =
meeting at the church to discuss a podcast or book, and a social night
out. Love Wins will gather on Thursday, January 15, for some social time
together and discussion/planning for the new year. The group will meet at .
6:30 at The Southern Growl, 155 N. Buncombe Road, Greer. Contact Angie Leve winy!
McCormack ahmccormack®trinitylutheran.ws to sign up or for more information.
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WITHIN THE TRINITY FAMILY...

Deaths

Edd Templin on November 23
Eddie Woodward on November 28
the sister of Sarah Weeks

Hospital Patients
Danny Baker — Discharged
Roger Brown (David Foster’s partner) - Discharged
Sandy Cannon-Spencer—Discharged
Kay Cook — Discharged

Sandra Hamann - Discharged
Deirdre Hixson — Discharged

Chris Sullivan — Discharged

ATTENDANCE FOR DECEMBER

Sundays 12/7 12/14 12/21 12/28

Online devices 556 557 435 352

In Person 157 173 138 117
713 730 573 469

Queer-Led Worship on December 4 - 30 in person, 630 online devices
Blue Christmas on December 18 — 27 in person

Christmas Eve December 24 — 3:00 pm 182 in person, 364 online devices

5:30 pm 175 in person, 628 online devices

OFFERING SUMMARY FOR NOVEMBER

The offering totals reflected below include the total amount of offering received in November.
The December total income will be included in the February Tidings.

NOVEMBER YTD
Needed for Budget S 95,403 $1,049,428
Given to Budget S 86,995 S 988,249
Difference S (8,407) S (61,178)

Given to World Hunger S 640 S 11,407
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