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Welcome to 
Trinity!
A place of love, grace, and belonging, where all, 
without exception, are loved, honored, valued, 
affirmed, welcomed, and celebrated. 

If we can make you feel more at home, please speak to an usher or greeter.

As disciples of Christ working for peace and justice in the world, we welcome, 
affirm, and embrace all people, without exception, into the fullness of God’s 
love. We advocate for racial, gender, queer, and economic equity. We celebrate 
people of all cultures, ages, races, sexual orientations, gender identities, gender 
expressions, physical or mental abilities, socioeconomic statuses, appearances, 
family status, and citizenship as equally loved and valued in the eyes of God and 
in this community. All are invited to join us as we worship God, grow in faith, 
and strive to love and serve one another. 

  ADULTS & CHILDREN  
Worship Bags are available in the Narthex or the Gym for children. Bags fo 
preschoolers are tied with a white ribbon. Bags for elementary age children 
have no ribbon. After worship, used bags may be placed in the baskets next 
to the stands.

A nursery hosted by a member of the Trinity staff, Beth Oswald, as well as a 
small group of rotating volunteers who have been trained in Trinity’s Child 
Protection Policy is available each Sunday morning beginning at 9:45 am to 
care for infants and toddlers who would prefer enjoying play time instead of 
attending 10:00 am worship. The nursery is located on the first floor of the 
Pence Building. Please reach out to a greeter or usher if you need assistance.

 
  PRAYING WITH US  

We encourage you to participate fully in our service, as you are comfortable. 
We invite you to read aloud the bold text. Wherever you see (+), you are 
invited to cross yourself. Other actions are indicated during the service, but 
none are required.  

  LET’S GET CONNECTED  
If you are new to Trinity, we are thrilled to have you here. If you would like to 
know more about this congregation and our ministry please share your contact 
information with us by filling out a Connection Card which can be obtained 
from the pew racks or baskets. Thank you for your presence among us.  

  ALTAR FLOWERS  
The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in memory of her parents, 
by Carol Elliott.

Serving Today

Susan J. Crowell,  
Presiding Minister and Preacher  
 
Patrick D. Preacher,  
Assisting Minister 
 
Jim Parham, Organist &  
Choir Director 
 
Lector 
Geoff Reid 
 
Prayers 
Melissa Kolb 
 
Cantor 
Jeff Rehm 
 
Guitar 
Duke Barsody 
 
Communion Assistant 
Joe Druga 
 
Acolyte 
Lauren Whitworth 
 
Children’s Worship  
Opportunity 
Mark Allen, Emily Kerbuski 
 
Nursery 
Karen Craig

Praying for Possibilities 
Terri Sullivan 
 
Greeters 
Mark Allen
Chris Barsody
Pattimarie Janssen 
Lani Ludian
Sarah Weeks 
 
Ushers
William Bryant 
Richard Delap 
Calvin Harmon 
Franklin Sease
 
Video
Henry Wilcox 
 
Audio 
Gregg Alley

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
421 N. Main St.   |   Greenville, SC   |   (864) 242 5702   |  fax (864) 242 6442  |  info@ trinitylutheran.ws



                                    God Welcomes All                                      

  PRELUDE  

  WORDS OF WELCOME AND AFFIRMATION  

  CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Please stand as you’re able. 
 
Blessed be the God of Israel (+)  
who does wondrous things for all of God’s beloveds. 
O Loving God, in this season of waiting and longing, 
we come, in honesty and vulnerability, 
to admit our fears and longings to you.

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God, our heavenly parent, 
we confess that we do not always live as people preparing for the light. 
We hurry through our days and ignore the quiet invitations to pause. 
We cling to what is familiar and safe, 
even when what is familiar and safe to some of us is deeply harmful to others 
of us, 
even when your Spirit calls us toward justice, mercy, grace, and courageous 
love. 
We name out loud before you the harm we cause - 
to ourselves, to one another, to your creation - 
through our inaction, our assumptions, and our fear. 
Yet you come to us, again and again, 
bringing strength to our weary bodies, 
granting peace to our anxious hearts, 
engendering hope to our perplexed spirits. 
Forgive us. 
Renew us. 
Heal us. 
Wake us to your Advent promise. 
Amen.

Beloved community, hear this good news: 
God draws near to you. 
God brings stillness, solitude, gentle moments of healing to your advent busyness. 
God shines light into the shadows of your life, 
dispels the darkness of this weary, burdened world. 
You are forgiven, liberated, loved.

In the name of Jesus, (+) you are made new, 
made ready for the coming of Christ, 
given all you need to carry Christ’s light into the world. 
Amen.

In the confession we 
admit the ways we 
have not lived as we 
were created to live, 
both individually, and 
corporately, and ask 
for forgiveness. The 
pastor declares to us 
the wonderful grace 
of God’s promise 
of forgiveness, 
reconciliation, 
and the absolute 
remission of guilt.
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  GATHERING HYMN  Text: Marty Haugen, 
b. 1950

Music: REJOICE, 
REJOICE, Marty 

Hauger

Text and music 
© 1983 GIA 

Publications, Inc., 
7404 S. Mason Ave., 

Chicago, IL 60638. 
www.giamusic.com. 

800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. 
Used by permission.



  GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit is with you all. 
And also with you.

  BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  

We praise you, O God, for this circle of light 
that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. 
As we light the candles on this wreath, 
kindle within us the fire of your Spirit, 
that we may be light shining in the darkness. 
Enlighten us with your grace, 
that we may welcome others as you have welcomed us. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord, 
whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. 
Amen.
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  ADVENT HYMN  

Vs. 1, 2, 3, 4

 
 

Text: Eleanor 
Farjeon, 1881-1965

Music: BESANCON, 
French carol; arr. 

Barry Rose. b. 1934

Text © Miss E. 
Farjeon Will Trust, by 
permission of David 

Higham Associate:

Arr. © 1999 Novello 
& Company Ltd.. 

London, United 
Kingdom. All 

rights reserved. 
International 

copyright secured.



  PRAYER OF THE DAY  

The Lord is with you. 
and also with you. 
Let us pray. 
Holy One, you enter our world, not through perfection, but through chaos – into 
the confusion of Joseph’s fear, into Mary’s unexpected story, into the fragile places 
where life feels unsteady and uncertain. Open our eyes to see you in the middle of 
our own messes: in the questions we cannot answer, the relationships we cannot 
make work, and the hopes we are afraid to name.  As we wait for the coming 
of Christ, may we, like Joseph, rise with courage, choosing love over fear and 
tenderness over hubris.  Prepare our hearts to welcome your light, right where life 
is most messy, trusting that this is exactly where you choose to send your child to 
be born; through Jesus, the Christ, whose birth is drawing near. Amen.

Please be seated. 

                 God Speaks to Us Through a Living Word                       
 
 
  FIRST READING   		                                                         Isaiah 7:10-16

A reading from Isaiah.

10 YHWH spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11 “Ask a sign of YHWH MOST HIGH; let it be deep 
as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put 
YHWH to the test.” 13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little 
for you to weary mortals that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore God will give 
you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son and shall 
name him Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how 
to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16 For before the child knows how to refuse 
the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two rulers you are in dread 
will be deserted. 
 
The Word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

The prayer of the 
day covers the 
wide variety of 
human longing 
andresponsibilities 
of the church and 
humanity.

 
 
 
 

We follow a three-
year cycle of readings 
called a Lectionary. 
These are lessons 
being heard in 
congregations from 
many denominations 
throughout the world 
on this day.

The divine name, 
YHWH (pronounced 
YAH-wey), is the 
English transliteration 
of the four 
consonants of the 
original Hebrew. This 
is the name God 
spoke to Moses out 
of the burning bush, 
and is an ancient and 
extremely holy name 
for God. One of its 
possible meanings is 
“I am that I am.” 
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  PSALM  								           Psalm 80:1-7; 17-19

 
 

 

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock; 
	 shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the cherubim. 
2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh, 
	 stir up your strength and | come to help us. 
3 Restore | us, O God; 
	 let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
4 O LORD | God of hosts, 
	 how long will your anger fume when your | people pray? R 
5 You have fed them with the | bread of tears; 
	 you have given them bowls of | tears to drink. 
6 You have made us the derision | of our neighbors, 
	 and our enemies laugh | us to scorn. 
7 Restore us, O | God of hosts; 
	 let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
17 Let your hand be upon the one at | your right hand, 
	 the one you have made so strong | for yourself. 
18 And so will we never turn a- | way from you; 
	 give us life, that we may call up- | on your name. 
19 Restore us, O LORD | God of hosts; 
	 let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. R 

 CHILDREN’S SERMON                                                          A Gift for the World

The Psalm is a 
hymn or poem. The 

psalms cover the 
whole range of the 

relationship between 
God and God’s 

people. The Book 
of Psalms, while a 

“book” of the Bible, 
consists of 150 

hymns intended to 
be sung.

Psalm refrain 
reproduced from 

Psalter for Worship 
Year A © 2007 

Augsburg Fortress. 

 

 
Accompanied by 
Child Protection 

trained adults, 
children are invited 

to leave worship 
after the children’s 

sermon to go 
hear the scripture 

read in ways more 
appropriate for their 

age. Using lectionary 
stories heard in 

worship each Sunday, 
the children not 

only hear scripture, 
but enjoy a related 

activity such as 
a game, craft, or 
music. Children 

return to worship 
during the sharing 

of the peace and in 
time to participate 

in the celebration of 
Holy Communion.

Psalm  
Refrain



  GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

Please stand as able. Verses. 1 and 4.

Text: Philip Doddridge, 
1702-1751

Music: CHESTERFIELD, 
Thomas Haweis, 1734-
1820
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  GOSPEL    								               Matthew 1:18-25

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew the first chapter.  
Glory to you, O Lord.

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother 
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to 
be pregnant from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man 
and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. 
20 But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel from God appeared to Joseph 
in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your 
wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, 
and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All 
this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
  23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, 
	 and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as 
the angel from God commanded; he took her as his wife 25 but had no marital 
relations with her until she had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus.

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated.

 SERMON                                                   	          God in the Middle of the Mess

  HYMN OF THE DAY  

Please stand as able.

During worship, there 
is always a reading 
from a Gospel. We 

stand to indicate the 
importance we place 
on Jesus’ words and 

actions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: Ken Bible, 
b. 1950

Music: UN 
FLAMBEAU, F. 

Seguin, Recueil de 
noëls composés en 
langue provençale, 

1856

Text © 1996 
Integrity’s Hosanna! 
Music (ASCAP), c/o 

Integrity Media, Inc., 
1000 Cody Road, 

Mobile, AL 36695.



  APOSTLE’S CREED   

God has made us God’s people through our Baptism into Christ.  
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
	 creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
	 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
	 born of the virgin Mary, 
	 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
	 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
	 he descended to the dead. 
	 On the third day he rose again; 
	 he ascended into heaven, 
	 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
	 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
	 the holy catholic church, 
	 the communion of saints, 
	 the forgiveness of sins, 
	 the resurrection of the body, 
	 and the life everlasting. Amen.

  PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your 
promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.

A brief silence.

In the anticipation of your Nativity, make room in our hearts for your arrival. 
Stir our spirits through the gifts of this congregation’s artists, musicians, poets, 
worship leaders, and preachers, as together we proclaim your advent among us. 
As we watch and we wait, 
receive our prayer.

How can the earth keep from singing as it heralds the Messiah’s coming? Come, 
Lord Jesus! Fill us with wonder as we join heaven and nature in announcing this 
holy birth. Lift our voices as you do the cardinals and sparrows. Fill our hearts 
and our spirits with the joyful singing of your creation in anticipation of the arrival 
of our Savior. As we watch and we wait, 
receive our prayer.

Continued on following page.

In the Creed, we 
respond to the 
proclamation of 
God’s Word by 
affirming the historic 
faith of the Church. 
We “believe” (from 
the Latin credere, 
literally “to put one’s 
heart into”) because 
we offer our trust in 
the story of God’s 
creating, redeeming, 
and remaining with 
the world. “We” 
believe because 
the church as a 
whole, the Body of 
Christ, carries and 
strengthens the faith 
of each individual. 
Also note that when 
it is not capitalized, 
the word “catholic” 
is defined as 
universal or inclusive.

 
 
 
 
The Prayers of 
Intercession are 
always responsive, 
because everyone 
gives voice to the 
supplications. We 
include prayers for 
others throughout 
the world, in our 
Synod, and those 
connected to our 
congregation. 
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You send your saving grace and peace to the nations. Lead us in work for justice 
and care for the common good. May we meet the Christ-child we seek in the faces 
of our neighbors both near and far. Bless the organizations this Congregation has 
supported this Advent season including Fostering Great Ideas, United Ministries, 
and Mental Health America, as well as those we support year-round. As we watch 
and we wait, 
receive our prayer.

With steadfastness and encouragement, strengthen those who have lost hope in 
the face of grief, depression, or disease.  Bring swift comfort to those we name 
now on our lips or silently in our hearts ... Renew the spirits of those recovering 
from surgery, medical procedures, or treatment for illness. Bless chemotherapy 
technicians and those who serve the weak and dying in hospice.  As we watch and 
we wait, O God, 
receive our prayer.

When tears of grief, exhaustion, or loneliness come, or physical or emotional hurt 
overwhelms us, come to our aid. Bring hope to parents suffering from infant loss 
and to those whose children suffer with disabilities. Comfort those of us facing 
unknown and unspoken challenges, uphold all who are anxious, who experience 
the struggle of depression, and uplift the Queer, Trans, and marginalized as 
they face an uncertain holiday among family who may not be affirming. We pray 
especially for those we name now on our lips or silently in our hearts ... As we 
watch and we wait, 
receive our prayer.

Surround expectant parents and new parents with communities of love and 
support. Bless parents and caregivers, granting them an abundance of patience, 
as children find themselves home from school. Protect us from the chaos, God! 
Guide those who parent to that allow children to thrive and feel the depths and 
richness of true love. As we watch and we wait, 
receive our prayer.

Shepherd the leadership of this congregation just as you shepherded those who 
journeyed to the manger on that holy night. We give you thanks for the ministries 
of Pastor Crowell, Pastor Parham, Patrick, Angie, Kay, Karen, Henry, Roy, 
Jerry, and Beth as they busily prepare for our celebration of your Nativity.  Fill 
hearts with gladness in the sights, sounds, and tastes of Christmas worship in 
the coming week.  Continue making this community a place where all, without 
exception, truly know they are welcome among us.  As we watch and we wait, As 
we watch and we wait, 
receive our prayer.

We give thanks for all who have treasured the gospel and lived in faithful service. 
Strengthen our earthly journeys until, at the last, your face shines upon us and 
we are held in your in love. As we watch and we wait, 
receive our prayer.

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. 
Amen.



  PEACE  

The peace of Christ is with you always. 
And also with you.

Please share with one another a sign of Christ’s peace.

Please be seated.

                              God Invites Us to the Table                                
 
  OFFERING                                    The Yearning   	  	                 Adult Choir 
 
Music: Craig Courtney, Text: Susan Benthal Boersma

There is a yearning in hearts weighed down by ancient grief and centuries of sorrow 
 

There is a yearning in hearts that in the darkness hide  
and in the shades of death abide, a yearning for tomorrow.

There is a yearning for the promised One, the Firstborn of creation.  
There is a yearning for the Lord who visited his own,  

and by his death for sin atoned, to bring to us salvation.

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, within our hearts, the yearning. 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel, within our hearts, the yearning.

There is a yearning that fills the hearts of those who wait the day of his appearing 
There is a yearning when all our sorrows are erased 

and we shall see the One who placed within our hearts the yearning.

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, within our hearts, the yearning. 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel, within our hearts, the yearning.

The Peace has 
been exchanged 
in worship since 
the time of the first 
Christians. It is a 
profound act to 
offer the miraculous 
peace of God to one 
another before we 
join in communion 
with God and each 
other.

The Offertory is 
when we bring our 
gifts of bread, wine, 
money, and our very 
selves to present to 
God as our initial 
act of thanksgiving. 
This collection is a 
visible reminder that 
our whole lives are 
God’s, and a part of 
what God has given 
us we give back in 
thanksgiving for all 
that we have and all 
that we are. Financial 
contributions can 
be placed in the 
offering plates during 
worship, mailed to 
the church, or given 
electronically by 
going to our website 
trinitylutheran.ws, 
by scanning the QR 
code, or texting 
TLCGIVE to 73256.
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  OFFERING HYMN  

 

Let us pray, Eternal God, 
you make the desert bloom 
and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 
Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 
and make us messengers 
of your mercy and love 
for all in need of your healing and justice. 
We ask this through Christ our Savior. 
Amen.

Music: Cameroon 
traditional, arr  

John L. Bell

Text: Cameroon 
traditional adpt.

Arr. © 1986 Iona 
Community, admin. 

GIA Publications, Inc.



  THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord is with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

 

 
 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 

The Sanctus (holy, 
holy, holy) recalls the 
words of the prophet 
Isaiah, overwhelmed 
by the presence of 
God in the sanctuary, 
and these words 
were sung by the 
people as Jesus 
entered Jerusalem 
on Palm Sunday. 
The Sanctus reminds 
us that this is an 
offering of the whole 
creation, which joins 
in singing these 
praises. 
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  LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
	 hallowed be thy name, 
	 thy kingdom come, 
	 thy will be done, 
		  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
	 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
	 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
	 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

  THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God!

Please be seated.

  COMMUNION  

All, without exception, are welcome at the table of God’s grace and love. Both wine 
and grape juice are available in the split chalice— wine in the larger section and 
grape juice in the smaller section. Christ’s grace and forgiveness is found in the 
bread, wine, and grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available. 
 
At the direction of the ushers, worshippers are invited to move to the front of the 
center aisle to dip the wafer into the chalice to receive Communion by intinction.

 COMMUNION MUSIC  

Lamb of God

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer is 
the prayer that Jesus 
gave to his followers 

when they asked 
him to teach them to 
pray. It links our daily 
bread to the spiritual 

food we receive in 
Communion.

 

In an effort to further 
embrace Trinity’s 

mission of welcome, 
affirmation, and 

hospitality, both wine 
and grape juice are 

available in the 
 split chalice.

 

From 
Everlasting Light

© Text 2011  
Rev. David Eck 



 
 
 

Laurentius Laurenti, 
1660-1722; tr. Sarah 
B. Findlater, 1823-
1907.

Music: HAF TRONES 
LAMPA FARDIG, 
Swedish folk tune
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Text: With One 
Voice, 1995, based 

on the Magnific lusic: 
KINGSFOLD, English 

folk tune; arr. Ralph 
Vaughan Williams, 

1872-195 texte 1990 
Augsourg rortress.

Outside USA: Arr. 
from The English 

Hymnal, © Oxford 
University Press 
1906. All rights 

reserved.



Text: Jeannette M. 
Lindholm, b. 1961

Music: ST. HELENA, 
Calvin Hampton, 
1938-1984

Text © 2002 
Jeannette M. 
Lindholm, admin. 
Augsburg Fortress.

Music © 1977 GIA 
Publications, Inc., 
7404 S. Mason Ave., 
Chicago, IL 60638. 
www.giamusic.com. 
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Text: Charles Wesley, 
1707-1788

Music: JEFFERSON, 
W. Walker, Southern 

Harmony, 1835

Text: Mary Louise 
Bringle, b. 1953

Music: TEMPLE OF 
PEACE, William P. 

Rowan, b. 1951

Text © 2002 GIA 
Publications, Inc., 

7404 S. Mason Ave., 
Chicago, IL 60638. 

www.giamusic.com. 
800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. 
Used by permission

Music © 2000 William 
P. Rowan, admin. GIA 

Publications, Inc., 
7404 S. Mason Ave., 

Chicago, IL 60638.



 
 

Please stand as able. 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
God’s grace. 
Amen.

  POST COMMUNION PRAYER  

God of unfolding hope, 
We thank you for this meal that nourishes and strengthens us 
and for the loving presence of Christ made known among us. 
As we journey from this meal, 
may the promise of advent take root within us; 
the promise that light grows in the shadows, 
that justice can flourish in weary places, 
and that peace is possible, even now. 
Walk with us as we wait, as we watch, and as we work 
for the coming of Emmanuel- 
God with us, love through us, peace for all God’s beloveds.  
Amen. 

 
 

After Communion, 
we give thanks for 
being part of the 
communion of God’s 
life and for being fed 
so that we may go 
out to feed and serve 
others in our world.
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                 God Sends Us to Love and Serve the World                

  BLESSING    								                 

May this holy meal strengthen our hope, 
awaken our longing for justice, 
and kindle Christ’s light within us. 
As we journey through advent, 
may love guide your steps, 
peace shape your lives, 
and joy fill your hearts 
as God blesses you (+) this day and always. 
Amen.

  SENDING HYMN  

Please stand as able.

Text: Isaac Watts, 
1674-1748

Music: ANTIOCH, 
George F. Handel, 

1685-1759, adapt.; 
arr. Lowell Mason, 

1792-1872



 DISMISSAL  

Beloved Community… 
Go now into the world as people who trust 
that God shows up in the middle of real life – 
in the questions, the complications, the holy mess. 
Like Joseph, may you walk with courage, 
choosing compassion over fear and presence over perfection. 
And, as you go, may Emmanuel – God-with-us – 
meet you in every scary, uncertain place 
and make room in you for hope to be born again. 
Go in peace.  Christ is coming. 
Thanks be to God.
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Having heard 
the Gospel and 
having been fed 
at communion, 
the final act of our 
common worship is 
the Dismissal. It is 
not an afterthought, 
but an integral 
part of the service. 
Jesus’ final action on 
earth was to send 
his followers into 
the world to make 
disciples, baptizing 
and teaching them 
to obey all he had 
commanded. And so 
we are sent out into 
the world to proclaim 
the Good News and 
be Christ’s hands and 
feet on earth.

Congregation Council

Lani Wise, Vice-President 

Mike Boliek, Treasurer  

Donna Potts, Secretary 

Lexi Thomas-Harewood, Youth 

Carl Brune 

Danny Fagala  

 

Jaime Fivecoat 

Angie Hager 

Deirdre Hixson 

Dean Hybl  

Patrick Morgan 

Richard Moose 

 

Jeff Rehm 

Margaret Roth 

Kerry Sease 

Chris Sorenson 

Chris Wannemacher 

Church Staff

Susan J. Crowell 
Senior Pastor 
 
James C. Parham, III 
Associate Pastor for Worship and Music 
 
Patrick D. Preacher 
Queer and Justice Ministry Coordinator and 
Pastoral Associate 
 
Angie H. McCormack 
Youth and Children’s Ministry Coordinator

Jerry R. Wesley 
Coordinator for Mental Health Wellness

Kay M. Cook 
Office Manager

Henry W. Wilcox 
Accountant and Digital Media Manager

Karen M. Craig 
Administrative Assistant

Roy L. Cook 
Facilities Manager

Beth C. Oswald 
Nursery Attendant



TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
421 N. Main St.   |   Greenville, SC   |   (864) 242 5702   |  fax (864) 242 6442  |  info@ trinitylutheran.ws

Activities &  
Opportunities

December 21, 2025 

  HOSPITAL PATIENTS   
 
Roger Brown (partnered to David Foster) — discharged 
Sandy Cannon-Spencer — 5239 Prisma Health Greenville Memorial Hospital 
Sandra Hamann — Prisma Health Greenville Memorial Hospital 
Deirdre Hixson — discharged

 


