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Welcome to Trinity Lutheran Church

As disciples of Christ working for peace and justice in the world, we welcome, affirm, and embrace
all people, without exception, into the fullness of God's love. We advocate for racial, gender, queer,
and economic equity. We celebrate people of all cultures, ages, races, sexual orientations, gender
identities, gender expressions, physical or mental abilities, socioeconomic statuses, appearances,
family status, and citizenship as equally loved and valued in the eyes of God and in this community.
All are invited to join us as we worship God, grow in faith, and strive to love and serve one another.

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in honor of their 50th Wedding Anniversary by
Bill and Sarah Weeks.
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GATHERING

PRELUDE

WORDS OF WELCOME AND AFFIRMATION
Please stand as able

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the God of Israel +

who does wondrous things for all of God’s beloveds.
O Loving God, in this season of waiting and longing,
we come, in honesty and vulnerability,

to admit our fears and longings to you.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our heavenly parent,

we confess that we do not always live as people preparing for the light.

We hurry through our days and ignore the quiet invitations to pause.

We cling to what is familiar and safe,

even when what is familiar and safe to some of us is deeply harmful to others of us,
even when your Spirit calls us toward justice, mercy, grace, and courageous love.
We name out loud before you the harm we cause -

to ourselves, to one another, to your creation -

through our inaction, our assumptions, and our fear.

Yet you come to us, again and again,

bringing strength to our weary bodies,

granting peace to our anxious hearts,

engendering hope to our perplexed spirits.

Forgive us.

Renew us.

Heal us.

Wake us to your Advent promise.

Amen.

Beloved community, hear this good news:

God draws near to you.

God brings stillness, solitude, gentle moments of healing to your advent busyness.
God shines light into the shadows of your life,

dispels the darkness of this weary, burdened world.

You are forgiven, liberated, loved.

In the name of Jesus,* you are made new,

made ready for the coming of Christ,

given all you need to carry Christ’s light into the world.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn

Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn, for
angels herald its dawning. Sing out your joy, for
soon he is born, behold! the Child of our longing.
Come as a baby weak and poor, to bring all hearts

together, he opens wide the heav’nly door and
lives now inside us forever.

To us, to all in sorrow and fear,
Emmanuel comes a singing, his humble song is
quiet and near, yet fills the earth with its ringing;
music to heal the broken soul and hymns of loving
kindness, the thunder of his anthems roll to
shatter all hatred and blindness.

In darkest night his coming shall be, when
all the world is despairing, as morning light so
quiet and free, so warm and gentle and caring.
Then shall the mute break forth in song, the lame shall leap
in wonder, the weak be raised above the strong, and
weapons be broken asunder.

Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night, though
dark the winter and cheerless, the rising sun shall
crown you with light, be strong and loving and fearless.
Love be our song and love our prayer and love our endless
story; may God fill ev’ry day we share and
bring us at last into glory.

THE GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

We praise you, O God, for this circle of light

that marks our days of preparation for Christ's advent.
As we light the candles on this wreath,

kindle within us the fire of your Spirit,

that we may be light shining in the darkness.
Enlighten us with your grace,

that we may welcome others as you have welcomed us.
Grant this through Christ our Lord,

whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.
Amen.
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ADVENT HYMN People, Look East #248

People look east. The time is near of the crowning of the year.
Make your house fair as you are able, trim the hearth and set the table.
People, look east, and sing today—

Love, the Guest, is on the way.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord is with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray. Holy One of Hope, as this advent season of waiting and awakening begins,
open our hearts to the fierce and tender hope you plant in us. Remind us that no one
knows the day or the hour when your healing love will break through. Help us to stay
awake, to live expectantly. Strengthen our hope — not as wishful thinking, but as a
grounding force — a hope that refuses despair, believes in liberation, and is constantly
working toward transformation of hearts, communities, governments, and empire.
Make us midwives of hope — birthing peace, nurturing justice, and tending the light
that will not rest in shadow. Teach us to look for you in the margins and in the
resilient beauty of every human being. Come Emmanuel! Kindle our hope! Let your
dream of love take root in us today. Come, Emmanuel — not just to us, but through us,
for the sake of the world; through Jesus, the Christ, whose advent we await.

Amen.

Please be seated

WORD

FIRST READING Isaiah 2:2-5
A reading from Isaiah.

?In days to come the mountain of GOD’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains
and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it.
3 Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of our GOD,
to the house of the God of Jacob, that we may learn God’s ways
and that we may walk in God’s paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction and the word of GOD from Jerusalem.
+God shall judge between the nations and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation;
neither shall they learn war any more.
50 house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of our Gob!

The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.



PsALM The refrain is introduced by the cantor

Psalm 122

Thereafter, the congregation is invited to sing without introduction.
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1T was glad when they | said to me,
"Let us go to the house | of the LORD."
2Now our | feet are standing
within your gates, | O Jerusalem.
3Jerusalem is built | as a city
that is at unity | with itself;
“to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the LORD,

the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the LORD.

SFor there are the | thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the | house of David.
6Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem:
"May they pros- | per who love you.
"Peace be with- | in your walls
and quietness with- | in your towers.
8For the sake of my kindred | and companions,
I pray for | your prosperity.
9Because of the house of the | LORD our God,
I will seek to | do you good." R
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SECOND READING Romans 13:11-14

A reading from Romans

11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 2 the night is far
gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of
light; 131et us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in abusing
our bodies and relationships, not in quarreling and jealousy. ! Instead, put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

CHILDRENS SERMON An Advent Focus
Please stand as able

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Hark, the Glad Sound! #239
(verses 1 and 4)

Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes,
the Savior promised long;
let ev’ry heart prepare a throne
and ev’ry voice a song.

Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace,
your welcome shall proclaim,
and heav’n’s eternal arches ring
with your beloved name.

GOSPEL Matthew 24:36-44

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mathew the twenty-fourth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to the disciples, 3¢ “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of
heaven, nor the Only Begotten, but only Abba God. 37 For as the days of Noah were, so will
be the coming of the Son of Mortal. 3¢ For as in the days before the flood they were eating
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, *°and
they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming
of the Son of Mortal. 1 Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. 4!
Two will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one will be left. 2 Keep awake,
therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But understand this: if
the owners of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, they
would have stayed awake and would not have let their house be broken into. ** Therefore
you also must be ready, for the Son of Mortal is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated



SERMON Staying Awake to Advent Hope

Please stand as able
HYMN OF THE DAY Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers #244

Rejoice rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear;

the evening is advancing, and darker night is near.

The bridegroom is arising and soon is drawing nigh.
Up, pray and watch and wrestle; at midnight comes the cry.

The watchers on the mountain proclaim the bridegroom near;
go forth as he approaches with alleluias clear.
The marriage feast is waiting; the gates wide open stand.
Arise, O heirs of glory; the bridegroom is at hand.

The saints, who here in patience their cross and suff’rings bore,
shall live and reign forever when sorrow is no more.
Around the throne of glory the Lamb they shall behold;
in triumph cast before him their diadems of gold.

Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear;
arise, O Sun so longed for, o’er this benighted sphere.
With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see
the day of earth’s redemption that sets your people free!

APOSTLES’ CREED
God has made us God’s people through our Baptism into Christ.
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to
renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.

A brief silence.

God of all peoples, we come with open hearts, seeking wisdom’s gentle light. Uphold and
strengthen all who lead and serve—lay leaders, teachers, pastors, and bishops. Show us
the ways that are yours alone, and guide our steps along your steadfast paths. As we watch
and we wait, O God,

receive our prayer.

God of the earth, your goodness shimmers in the Blue Ridge rising at our horizon and in
the rushing of the Reedy River over Falls Park. Open our eyes to your presence in our
forests, in the Swamp Rabbit Trail, in the flight of red-tailed hawks over Paris Mountain,
and in the stars that light our skies. Empower us to tend this land with reverence—its
rivers, its woods, its wild and gentle creatures—that in caring for creation close to home,
we may honor the One who called it good. As we watch and we wait, O God,

receive our prayer.

God of the nations, grant wisdom to leaders, judges, and mediators. Cast out words of hate
and transform them into words for building up community. Bring an end to the
marginalization of people society deems less than. We especially pray for our transgender
and immigrant siblings. Remake implements of war to sow peace. As we watch and we wait,
O God,

receive our prayer.

God of healing, bring comfort and strength. We pray for our kindred and companions who
are ill or despairing, especially those we name now on our lips or silently in our hearts ...
Surround all with care and consolation. As we watch and we wait, O God,

receive our prayer.

God of fresh hope, with tomorrow being World AIDS Day, we ask you to continue healing
the wounds caused by the HIV/AID epidemic. Clear a path for the HIV safety net to
continue even in the face of our government’s attacks. Make testing and preventative
mediation accessible to all and bring down the costs of treatment for those suffering with
this disease. Bring an end to the stigma, helping everyone to know the depth of their
belovedness, no matter their HIV status. We pray especially for the work of AID Upstate. As
we watch and we wait, O God,

receive our prayer.

God of new possibilities, when addiction wounds, jealousy tears down, and relationships
fray, show us how to journey with one another. Nurture therapists, counselors, and
sponsors in their care for others. As we watch and we wait, O God,

receive our prayer.



God of all time, build up our lives that we would reflect your grace. At the last, bring us
with all the saints to your holy city where peace and goodness make a home. As we watch
and we wait, O God,

receive our prayer.

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy
through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ is with you always.
And also with you.

Please share with one another a sign of Christ's peace.

Please be seated

MEAL

OFFERING Rejoice, O Jerusalem
Music: Healey Willan, Text: Romans 13:12

The night is far spent, the day is at hand.
Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness,
and let us put on the armor of light.
(Romans 13:12)

Behold, the Lord shall come with all the saints;
and in that day the light shall be great.
Rejoice, O Jerusalem, behold, thy Savior cometh. Alleluia.
(From 2 Advent Antiphons)

Please stand as able



OFFERING HYMN

You Came Down

came down that we may have love;
came down that we may have light;
came down that we may have peace;
came down that we may have joy;

you
you
you
you
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Let us pray, Eternal God,
you make the desert bloom
and send springs of water to thirsty ground.
Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money,
and make us messengers of your mercy and love

for all in need of your healing and justice.
We ask this through Christ our Savior.

Amen.




GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord is with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new

in the day when he comes not to frighten us, but to free us.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

Please be seated

COMMUNION

All, without exception, are welcome at the table of God’s grace and love. Both wine and grape
juice are available in the split chalice— wine in the larger section and grape juice in the
smaller section. Christ’s grace and forgiveness are found in the bread, wine, and grape juice.
Gluten free wafers are available.

At the direction of the ushers, worshippers are invited to move to the front of the
center aisle to dip the wafer into the chalice to receive Communion by intinction.



Music DURING COMMUNION
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Comes with Clouds Descending

Lo! he comes with clouds descending,
once for our salvation slain;
thousand thousand saints attending
join to sing the glad refrain:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Christ the Lord returns to reign.

Now redemption, long expected,
comes in solemn splendor near;
all the saints this world rejected
thrill the trumpet sound to hear:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
See the day of God appear!

Yea, amen, let all adore thee,
high on thine eternal throne;
Savior, take the pow’r and glory,
claim the kingdom as thine own.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Thou shalt reign, and thou alone!

Come Now, O Prince of Peace

Come now, O Prince of peace, make us one body.
Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people.

Come now, O God of love, make us one body.
Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people.

Come now and set us free, O God, our Savior.
Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all nations.

Come, Hope of unity, make us one body.
Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all nations.

#435
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Soon and Very Soon #439

Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King,

soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King,

soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King.
Hallelujah, hallelujah, we are goin’ to see the King!

No more cryin’ there, we are goin’ to see the King,
no more cryin’ there, we are goin’ to see the King,
no more cryin’ there, we are goin’ to see the King.
Hallelujah, hallelujah, we are goin’ to see the King!

No more dyin’ there, we are goin’ to see the King,
no more dyin’ there, we are goin’ to see the King,
no more dyin’ there, we are goin’ to see the King.
Hallelujah, hallelujah, we are goin’ to see the King!

Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King,

soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King,

soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King.
Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah.

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus #254

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art,
dear desire of ev’ry nation, joy of ev’ry longing heart.

Born thy people to deliver, born a child, and yet a king;
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne.

Please stand as able

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s

grace.
Amen.



Post COMMUNION PRAYER

God of unfolding hope,

We thank you for this meal that nourishes and strengthens us
and for the loving presence of Christ made known among us.
As we journey from this meal,

may the promise of advent take root within us...

the promise that light grows in the shadows,

that justice can flourish in weary places,

and that peace is possible, even now.

Walk with us as we wait, as we watch, and as we work

for the coming of Emmanuel —

God with us, love through us, peace for all God’s beloveds.
Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

May this holy meal strengthen our hope,
awaken our longing for justice,

and kindle Christ’s light within us.

As we journey through advent,

may love guide your steps,

peace shape your lives,

and joy fill your hearts

as God blesses you * this day and always.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN
Light Dawns on a Weary World

Light dawns on a weary world when eyes begin to
see all people’s dignity. Light dawns on a
weary world: the promised day of justice comes.

Refrain

The trees shall clap their hands; the dry lands, gush with springs;

the hills and mountains shall break forth with singing!
We shall go out in joy, and be led forth in peace,
as all the world in wonder echoes shalom.

Love grows in a weary world when hungry hearts find
bread and children’s dreams are fed. Love grows in a
weary world: the promised feast of plenty comes. Refrain

Hope blooms in a weary world when creatures, once
forlorn, find wilderness reborn. Hope blooms in a
weary world: the promised green of Eden comes. Refrain

#726



DISMISSAL

Beloved community, go forth awake to the Holy One’s nearness.
Carry a hope that resists despair and imagines a new world.
Stay ready for love’s inbreaking —

in justice pursued,

compassion offered,

and peace created.

May advent’s promise guide your steps.

Go in fierce, courageous, liberating hope.

Thanks be to God.

Following worship everyone is invited to be seated for the
opening session of the Annual Meeting.

Following the opening session of the Annual Meeting, everyone is invited
to gather for refreshments and fellowship in the back corner of the Gym.

Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn
Words and Music © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 735417-A

Light Dawns on a Weary World
Words © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 735417-A

Music © 2000 William P. Rowan, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 735417-A

People, Look East

Words © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Highman Associates. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 735417-A.
Arr. © 1999 Novello & Co. Ltd., London. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 735417-A.

Come Now, O Prince of Peace

Words and Music © Geonyong Lee. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 735417-A

Soon and Very Soon
Words and music © 1976 Bud John Songs, Inc./Crouch Music, admin. EMI Christian Music Publishing. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 735417-A

Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons.com, copyright © 2025. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress License #20559.
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