
 

 

Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,  

let us lay aside every weight and the burdens that cling so closely,  

and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us. 

Hebrews 12:1 

 
 

Dear Members and Friends of the Trinity family, 
 
Have you ever had the experience of happily living your life when, out of nowhere, a major 

obstacle shows up and blocks your way.  It’s the loss of a career, a mental health crisis, a scary 

diagnosis, a challenge to your sober lifestyle, a long-held secret that has become too much to 

keep, a child in distress, an unexpected pregnancy, the death of a loved one, or the need to 

leave a toxic relationship.  In these moments, the tendency is to turn inward, to believe that the 

burden is yours to carry alone.  It’s easy to become overwhelmed, to collapse under the burden 

and weight of it all – believing that it is yours to bear in isolation. 

 

The words from Hebrews remind us of an important truth.  We are surrounded by a great cloud 

of witnesses, a great cloud of witnesses on whose shoulders we stand.  Our ancestors in the faith 

endured great hardship.  They relied on one another.  They cared for one another.  And they 

survived…and thrived!  We also have a great cloud of witnesses surrounding us – an entire 

community, that will stand with us, who will help us carry the heavy burdens of this life.  

Sometimes, all it takes, is courage and vulnerability to say the words, to name the burden, to 

utter the truth of your individual pain, and in the verbalizing to another human being, the load 

is lightened, lifted. 

 

You are not alone.  God and God’s beloveds walk with you.  All of us carry heavy burdens that 

weigh us down and distract us, but with the help of community, the help of God, we can release 

those burdens.  We can be honest about our suffering and pain.  We can trust the community.  

We can be whole, well, and free. 
 

 

Peace, love, and joy, 
 
 
 
Pastor Susan Crowell    
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Council Notes 

Thursday, September 4 

Queer-led Worship in the Gym at 6:30 pm 

Refreshments and fellowship to follow in the back corner of the Gym 

 

Sunday, September 7 

Worship at 10:00 am in the Gym 

Refreshments and Fellowship to follow in the back corner of the Gym 

 

Sunday, September 14 

Worship at 10:00 am in the Gym 

Refreshments and Fellowship to follow in the back corner of the Gym 

 

Sunday, September 21 

Worship at 10:00 am in the Gym 

Refreshments and Fellowship to follow in the back corner of the Gym 

 

Sunday, September 28 

Worship at 10:00 am in the Sanctuary 

Refreshments and Fellowship to follow on the front lawn 
 

September  Worship Schedule 

At the August meeting of the Congregation Council, the council… 

---learned that expenses through July are $8,604 less than expected; 

---learned that a critical step in the process to finalize the sale of the 429 Property 

includes permission from the city to demolish the building facing North Main Street and 

that the city will make this decision in mid to late October; 

---received an update on the strategic planning process noting that the information 

gleaned from the Listening Sessions along with a prayerful process of discernment is 

helping the Coordination Team create a list of initiatives to guide Trinity into the next 

three to five years of ministry as Trinity continues to proclaim and live out the inclusive 

gospel of Christ’s love for absolutely all people; 

---approved a request for use of the facility from the Mast family to host Jenna’s senior 

clarinet recital at Trinity this fall; and 

---approved the conveyance of the church bus (purchased in 2001 and no longer safe or 

reliable) through sale or donation. 



Music Ministry 

New Member Class 

Adult Choir rehearses each Wednesday from 7:00 – 8:15 pm in the Choir Room 

on the second floor of the Pence Building.  On Sunday mornings, the choir 

gathers for warmups in the Choir Room from 9:30 to 9:50 am.  For 10:00 am 

worship, the choir assembles in the Sanctuary balcony or around the piano in 

the Gym to support and strengthen congregational singing and to offer special choral music in 

a wide variety of styles that proclaims, enriches, and interprets the scripture for the day. 

Martin Luther called music the “Servant of the Gospel,” so the goal is to offer music that 

draws  minds, bodies, emotions, and imaginations to experience more deeply God’s rich, 

inspiring, and often challenging word.  Everyone with a love of singing is invited to join this 

community of musical mission partners. There are no auditions, but new singers are invited to 

schedule an orientation meeting with Pastor Parham prior to their first rehearsal.  At that 

meeting, the new choir member will be paired with a numbered folder for choir music, a 

hymnal, a robe for when the choir leads singing in the Sanctuary, and will take a brief tour of 

the building.  If interested, please e-mail Pastor Parham at the address below with any 

questions. 

Handbell Choir rehearses each Wednesday from 6:00 – 6:50 pm in the Handbell Rehearsal Room 

on the second floor of the Pence Building.  If interested in joining in on this unique kind of 

musical community, please contact Pastor Parham. Ringing handbells is a unique and 

especially satisfying kind of precisely coordinated human community.  The Handbell is a single 

percussion instrument with many hands, hearts, and minds.  
 

Instrumentalists are always welcome to use their gifts in worship.  If new to the community 

and feel drawn to share instrumental gifts in worship, please contact Pastor Parham at 

jcparham@trinitylutheran.ws  or 864-242-5702. 

Are you interested in learning more about Trinity?  More about what it means to be 

Lutheran?  Are you considering becoming a member of this community of faith?  Pastor 

Crowell and Patrick Preacher will teach a class on two consecutive Sundays, September 21 

and September 28, on Lutheran Faith and Theology.  These gatherings will be held after 

worship on each of these Sundays and will include lunch in the Multi-Purpose Room 

followed by an hour-long class for youth and adults in Rooms 12 and 13. Childcare for 

infants, preschoolers, and elementary-aged children will be provided.  Please reach out to 

Pastor Crowell at sjcrowell@trinitylutheran.ws to register for these sessions and to share 

any dietary restrictions. 

New Members Joining 

Trinity will receive new members on Sunday, October 19 during worship at 10:00 

am in the Gym.  If interested in becoming part of this community of faith on this 

date, please reach out to Pastor Crowell at sjcrowell@trinitylutheran.ws 
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Children and Youth Ministry Activities and Events 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trinity Children (K5 - 5th grade)  will meet on Sunday, September 28, following worship.  

Pick up time is 1:00 pm. 
 

On September 28, the group will enjoy lunch together, followed by a lesson, 

discussion, and activities based on Luke 16 - Lazarus and the Rich Man. Parent 

volunteers are needed to assist. 
 

Parents may reach out to Angie McCormack at ahmccormack@trinitylutheran.ws to help  

with this event. 

 
 

Trinity Youth will walk downtown on Sunday, September 14, for lunch and mini-golf at 

Group Therapy.  Youth should meet at Angie's office, following worship.  Pick up time is 

1:30 pm at Group Therapy, 320 Falls Street. Parents may reach out to Angie McCormack 

at ahmccormack@trinitylutheran.ws to help with this event. 

 

mailto:ahmccormack@trinitylutheran.ws
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Nursery For Sunday Morning Worship 

Adult Faith Formation meets on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am in Rooms 12 and 13.  This 

group engages in lively discussion around a variety of topics connecting to scripture and 

God’s mission in the world.  To assist adults in planning class attendance in advance, below 

is the schedule of topics and leaders for September.  Please make plans to attend on 

campus or via Zoom! Anyone interested in leading discussion in the future should contact 

Patrick Preacher by email or text: pdpdreacher@trinitylutheran.ws or 864-483-2590. 

 
September 7 Decoding Christian Denominations                              David Potts 

September 14 Holy God, Holy Bible, Holy Humor                              Melissa Kolb 

September 21 Addiction: Recovery, Healing, and Spirituality      Michael Crouch 

September 28 The unseen pain for children in foster care and our        David White                                                                         

             compassionate response as Christians           (from Fostering Great Ideas) 

 Adult Faith Formation  

 Trinity Preschool play group 

A nursery hosted by a member of the Trinity staff, Beth Oswald, as well as a 

small group of rotating adult volunteers who have been trained in Trinity’s 

Child Protection Policy is available each Sunday morning beginning at 9:45 

am to care for infants and toddlers who would prefer enjoying play time 

instead of attending 10:00 am worship. The nursery is located on the first 

floor of the Pence Building. Please reach out to a greeter or usher if you 

need assistance. 

Trinity preschool children (infant to K5) and their siblings are 

invited to gather on Sunday, September 7 in the children’s 

classroom in the Pence Building following worship. The group will 

enjoy lunch together followed by a story, a song, a craft, and 

playground time if the weather cooperates. The theme of the day is 

Growing with God. A parent or caring adult is encouraged to attend along with children. 

Reach out to Angie McCormack at ahmccormack@trinitylutheran.ws for more information 

or to share a food allergy or dietary concern. 

Book Discussion Group 

On Thursday, October 9 at 10:00 am please join Pastor Crowell in Rooms 12 and 13 of the 

Activities Building for a book discussion of Liane Moriarty’s novel, Here One Moment.  The 

book shifts commonly held understandings of community and connection and questions how 

lives would change if the future was known.  It is a quick read with themes that challenge 

the typical ways of seeing the world and the faith.  Copies are available to borrow through 

the Greenville County Library System or for purchase on Amazon.  Coffee and refreshments 

will be provided.  Childcare will also be provided.  Reach out to Pastor Crowell at 

sjcrowell@trinitylutheran.ws to register for this event. 

mailto:pdpdreacher@trinitylutheran.ws
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Second Sunday Food Drive 

 Children’s Worship Opportunity  

Accompanied by Child Protection trained adults, children are invited to leave worship 

after the children’s sermon to hear the scripture reading in ways more appropriate to 

them.  Using the lectionary stories heard in worship each Sunday, the children hear the 

scripture read from an age appropriate text and enjoy an activity related to the theme of 

the day.  They return to worship in time to share the peace and participate in the family 

meal of Holy Communion.  Adults interested in volunteering for this ministry should 

contact Patrick Preacher at pdpreacher@trinitylutheran.ws. 

Due to government funding cuts, the Welcome Table distribution 

continues to shift and change.  After months of generous portions 

of fresh produce from Feed & Seed, the federal grant supporting 

this ministry was eliminated. Similarly, because of rising food costs, 

the Food Pantry is meeting an even more critical need for 

downtown neighbors these days. Those who are able are invited to 

consider bringing pantry items to the Second Sunday Food Drive on 

September 14. All are encouraged to bring donations to worship.  A volunteer will be 

stationed at the Red Canopy Door from 9:30 to 10:00 am on the second Sunday of each 

month to assist in unloading donations. The following items are most needed: dried beans 

(16 oz), peanut butter (16 oz), cereal, canned fruit, rice (2 lb. bag), pasta sauce, canned 

meat, canned vegetables, and toilet paper. Downtown neighbors especially love canned 

fruit! Your support and love is greatly appreciated. If interested in volunteering to collect 

items during the Sunday Food Drives, please contact Patrick Preacher at 

pdpreacher@trinitylutheran.ws 

A  group of Trinity members and friends gather each Friday morning at 10:00 

am in the Assembly Room to spend time together and play Mahjong. It’s a 

non-competitive group with folks willing to teach others to play the game. 

Questions may be directed via text to Penny Bostain at 864-630-8798 or Lani 

Ludian at 864-419-9574. 

Friday Mahjong Group 

mailto:kmcraig@trinitylutheran.com
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Tuesday Monday Sunday 
  

  

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

        
     9:00  FAITH FORMATION FOR ADULTS 
      
    10:00 WORSHIP IN THE GYM AND LIVE-STREAM  
             REFRESHMENTS AND FELLOWSHIP TO FOLLOW 
        
    11:30 TRINITY PRESCHOOL PLAY GROUP EVENT      
    
    11:30 OUT TO LUNCH BUNCH 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
   
   9:00  FAITH FORMATION FOR ADULTS 
   9:30  SECOND SUNDAY FOOD DRIVE 
   10:00 WORSHIP IN THE GYM AND LIVE-STREAM 
          REFRESHMENTS AND FELLOWSHIP TO FOLLOW 
 
   11:30 TRINITY YOUTH EVENT 
 
     1:30 CONGREGATION COUNCIL  
     

7 

FIFTEENTH  SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 
   
   9:00  FAITH FORMATION FOR ADULTS 
  10:00 WORSHIP IN THE GYM AND LIVE-STREAM 
           REFRESHMENTS AND FELLOWSHIP TO FOLLOW  
 
  11:30 NEW MEMBER LUNCH AND CLASS 
 
  11:30 TOGETHER @ TRINITY 
     
  12:15 HISTORY READING GROUP 
 
  11:30 TRINITY CHILDREN’S EVENT 

21 

SIXTEENTH  SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 
   9:00 FAITH FORMATION FOR ADULTS 
  10:00 WORSHIP IN THE SANCTUARY AND LIVE-STREAM 
           REFRESHMENTS AND FELLOWSHIP TO FOLLOW 
    
 11:30 NEM MEMBER LUNCH AND CLASS 
 
  11:30 TRINITY CHILDREN’S EVENT 

28 
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After experimenting in the early months of 2025 with offering faith formation classes for 

children at 9:00 am on Sunday mornings, the Education Committee is planning to try 

something new this program year that will hopefully make it more convenient for more 

children (as well as youth and adults) to be involved.   

 

Together @ Trinity will occur about once a month and will include lunch, fun activities,  

and an opportunity to learn more about the faith in classes designed for preschoolers, 

elementary-aged children, youth, and adults.   

 

Together @ Trinity events will occur on the following Sundays: 
 

September 21 

October 26 

November 16 

January 25 

March 8 

April 26 

 

Together @ Trinity will begin with lunch after worship and will conclude by 1:30 pm. 

Please mark your calendars and plan to participate  

in the debut of Together @ Trinity on Sunday, September 21.   

The topic for the day is faith and the scripture text is  I Timothy 6:11-12. 

 

Strive to be a person of integrity and holiness,  

filled with faith and love, patience and gentleness. 

Fight the good fight of faith. 

 

In addition to the New Member Class on September 21, at least one other educational 

opportunity will be offered for adults.  If interested in helping with the meal or volunteering 

with programming, please reach out to Anne Fagala at amjs10851271@gmail.com. 

The TLC History Reading Group will meet Sunday, September 21 at 12:15 in the Parlor as 

part of the Together @ Trinity events, to discuss David McCullough's The Pioneers. The 

Greenville County Library has several copies in print, audio, and e-book formats. Place a 

hold to reserve your copy. Anyone interested in history is invited to attend; completion of 

the book is helpful but not required to join discussions.  Contact Bob Schirmer at 

rwschirmer@gmail.com  or Don Todd at dktodd47@gmail.com for more information.  

History Reading Group 

Together @ Trinity 

mailto:amjs10851271@gmail.com
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In an effort to stay connected, please consider extending birthday greetings to the 

following members. If you would like the church to know your birthdate please contact 

the Church Office to submit this information through Realm. 

September Birthdays 

Faye Banks—September 2 

Baily Batts—September 20 

Luther Boliek—September 24 

Wyatt Boliek—September 11 

Amanda Cook—September 11 

Dylan Elliott—September 12 

Danny Fagala—September 22 

Sandra Hamann—September 5 

Heather Kleckley—September 18 

Brittany Lampson—September 28 

Jane Lampson—September 16 

Jo Lewis—September 12 

Linda Morgan—September 21 

Patrick Morgan—September 2 

Joe Mulcahy—September 22 

Maria Roberts—September 10 

Ryan Sease—September 24 

Chris Sullivan—September 16 

Nancy Teachey—September 29 

Lara Wannemacher—September 25 

Henry Wilcox—September 25 

Anna Wise—September 22 

Lani Wise—September 11 

Pat Wolf—September 17 

Giving to Trinity 

Trinity is grateful for all the prayers, contributions, and displays of sup-

port from members, friends, and guests. Financial contributions can be 

placed in the offering plates during worship, mailed to the church, or 

given electronically by going to trinitylutheran.ws, by scanning the QR 

code, or texting TLCGIVE to 73256.  
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Praying for Possibilities 

 Men’s Reflection and Fellowship Group 

A Reflection and Fellowship Group for men meets on the second 

Wednesday of the month from 7:00 am—8:00 am in the Parlor. 

Calvin Harmon leads and facilitates this group with the intent of 

providing a brave, safe space for mutual sharing and 

encouragement.  The morning includes a light breakfast as well as 

time for devotions and prayer. Upcoming dates include  

September 10 and October 8.    

Praying for Possibilities is a program at Trinity dedicated to praying for the ministries of 

the congregation. Members and friends of the congregation are invited to sign up for a 

specific week during the year when they are encouraged to pray through the written 

prayers one time during the course of the assigned week. This ministry requires a small 

commitment of time with the possibility of tremendous blessing.   

 

  September Prayer Volunteers      
 

September 7—13 

Maggie Downen 
 

September 14—20 

David Potts 
 

September 21—27 

Linda Morgan 
 

 September 28—October 4 

Vicki Rubenstein 

Foundation Grants 

The Trinity Lutheran Church Foundation is receiving grant applications from September 

1 to October 15. The purpose of the foundation is to enhance the outreach ministry of 

the congregation by making grants to community human service agencies to which the 

congregation relates, institutions and agencies of the South Carolina Synod of the ELCA, 

and members of the congregation who attend an ELCA seminary or church-related edu-

cational, leadership, or service event. Grant applications may be obtained by calling 

the Church Office at 864-242-5702. 



The Welcome Table 

The Welcome Table continues ministry despite cuts to government 

grants which allowed Trinity to distribute local and fresh produce 

at no cost from Feed ‘n Seed.  This means the Trinity Food Pantry 

will be even more crucial in the coming months.  Please consider 

donating non-perishable food items and/or toilet paper as able.  

The next Welcome Table dates are September 24 and October 22.  

A hot meal is served beginning at 11:00 am in the Multi-purpose 

Room and typically includes an engaging activity centered around community building 

or song.  Everyone is welcome to enjoy lunch!  Volunteers are always needed.  To 

volunteer, please contact Patrick Preacher via email at pdpreacher@trinitylutheran.ws 

or text (864) 483-2590.   

 

During these anxiety producing times, research shows being in community 

and having social support produces significant positive effects to mental 

and emotional well-being.  Along that “thread,” a Fiber Arts Group is 

forming at Trinity to simply make space for being together while creating 

and keeping hands busy.  Those who enjoy (or want to learn) crochet, 

knitting, cross-stitch, sewing, latch hooking, or some other fiber-based craft not listed 

here are invited to come together for a time of crafting and community.  Really, all 

crafts that travel well are welcome!  Attendees should bring supplies to craft.  Those 

who are interested in learning a craft but do not have supplies are welcome 

too.  Someone will be happy to share and teach! The group will meet on Monday, 

September 8 at 6:00 pm in the Multipurpose Room. This is one week later than usual 

because of the Labor Day Holiday. Contact Jenn Jordan at 314-605-2605 with questions. 

Fiber Arts Group 

GOAL/Greenville Organized for Accountable Leadership 

September marks the fourth annual cycle for GOAL. The 

cycle starts with small house meetings where everyone is 

invited to share their concerns about problems in our 

community. In an effort to hear stories from a broader 

spectrum of the community, house meetings are being 

planned with only Trinity members, as well as house 

meetings held in association with other GOAL member churches, and some other 

groups whose concerns may provide a better perspective for which community issues 

GOAL needs to address this cycle. Please say YES when invited to a house meeting to 

be able to share  concerns and hear from others. Contact Cathy O’Neill at 706-461-

0248 or at cathycate51@gmail.com if interested in attending a house meeting.  Dates, 

times, and places of house meetings will be announced soon. 

mailto:pdpreacher@trinitylutheran.ws
mailto:cathycate51@gmail.com


Queer - Led Worship 

Love Wins Fellowship Group 

Out to Lunch Bunch 

Trinity’s Out to Lunch Bunch is open to all adults who would like to enjoy 

fellowship and a meal together after worship.  The group will gather on 

Sunday, September 7 following worship at Corona's Mexican Restaurant, 

2119 Wade Hampton Blvd. Please reach out to Angie McCormack at 864-

630-4026 to reserve your space at lunch.                                 

On Thursday, September 4 worship will begin at 6:30 pm in the Gym.  New 

queer leaders are always welcome. Please email Patrick Preacher at 

pdpreacher@trinitylutheran.ws if interested. Absolutely all people, queer and 

allies alike, are welcome to worship. This service will be live-streamed. 

Refreshments and fellowship to follow.  

 

Love Wins is a group that meets monthly to discuss a book/podcast and to 

enjoy some social time together. The group will rotate monthly between 

meeting at the church to discuss a podcast or book, and a social night 

out. This month the group will meet on Thursday, September 18, in the 

Parlor at 6:30 pm to discuss the book, The Let Them Theory, by Mel Robbins. 

Participants are asked to bring a simple snack to share. For more information, or to sign 

up, contact Angie McCormack at 864-630-4026 or ahmccormack@trinitylutheran.ws. 

 

Queer - Led Worship Homecoming 

Queer-led Worship will celebrate the beginning of its fifth year with a Homecoming 

Celebration in Worship followed by a shared meal on Thursday,  November 6.  Worship will 

begin at 6:30 pm in the Gym.  Please make plans to celebrate this milestone 

accomplishment in worship and at table!  

mailto:pdpreacher@trinitylutheran.ws
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Baptisms 
Otto Wink Smithman, son of Shane and Lauren Smithman on July 27 

Lucie Louise Beale, daughter of Aaron Beale and Cassie Castle on August 10 

Elliot Nolan Somerville, son of Chris and Leah Somerville on August 17 

 

Hospital Patients 
Tad Boland—Discharged 

Marilyn Boeker—Discharged 

Jeanne Blinkoff—Discharged 

Heather Kleckley—Discharged 

Elizabeth Thompson—Discharged 

 

 
 

 
 

Attendance for August 

  

         Sundays                                   8/3  8/10       8/17        8/24          

         Online devices                         527           514         412          391 

  In Person                                111           174         154          146 

                                                        638           688         566          537 

  
         

         Queer-Led Worship on August 7,  30 in person,  349 online devices  

 

           
                                                   Offering Summary for July 

 

The offering totals reflected below include the total amount of offering received in July.  

The August total income will be included in the October Tidings. 
 

 

  

                                                   July                          YTD 
  

 Needed for Budget                     $   95,403                      $  667,818 

 Given to Budget                         $  169,726                      $ 634,389 

 Difference                                 $    74,323                    $    (33,428) 

  

 Given to World Hunger               $   10,064                       $   10,547 

WITHIN THE TRINITY FAMILY... 
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