
 THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
 

January 8, 2023 - 10:00 AM - in the Gym 

   

 

 

Welcome to Trinity Lutheran Church 

 

As disciples of Christ seeking peace and justice in the world, we welcome, affirm, and include all 

people into the fullness of God’s love. We celebrate people of all races, cultures, ages, sexual 

orientations, gender identities, physical or mental abilities, socioeconomic statuses, appearances, 

family status and citizenship as equally loved and valued in the eyes of God and in this place. All 

are invited to join this community as we worship God, grow in faith, and strive to love and serve 

one another. All, without exception, are welcome in this place.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in honor and appreciation of the pastors and 

staff of Trinity Lutheran Church by Allan and Maggie Downen. 
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GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE                     

 

WORDS OF WELCOME AND AFFIRMATION 

 

Please stand as able 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the fountain of living water, 

the rock who gave us birth, 

our light and our salvation. 

Amen. 

 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, 

calling forth life in which you took delight.  
 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 

Shower us with your Spirit, 

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
 

To you be given honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



GATHERING HYMN                          Baptized and Set Free          #453 
 

We are people created, chosen by God. 

Then we’re washed, ever gently, in mercy and love. 

Sin has power no more. Jesus opened the door 

to a fountain bringing healing, and wholeness and more. 
 

We are fed and we’re nourished, filled and refreshed. 

Then our hunger returns and again we are blessed. 

For whatever the need, God is greater indeed: 

endless ocean, always deeper than all of our need. 
 

We are nourished by water, all living things, 

and by life that the Spirit abundantly brings. 

As we journey toward home, may your presence be known: 

precious river, ever-flowing, now carry us home. 
 

Now with praise and thanksgiving, we join the song. 

All are welcome! We gather to sing loud and strong. 

Not enslaved, but set free! From now on, all will be 

one in Jesus, one in water, baptized and set free! 

 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF PRAISE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray. O God our Creator, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved 

Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful 

to their calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen 

 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING Isaiah 42:1-9 

 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 

1 “Here is my Servant, whom I uphold 

 my chosen one, in whom I delight! 

 I have endowed you with my Spirit 

 that you may bring true justice to the nations.  
2 You do not cry out or raise your voice, 

 or make yourself heard in the street.  
3 So gentle that you do not break a bruised reed, 

 or quench a wavering flame, 

 faithfully you will bring forth true justice.  
4 You will neither waver nor be crushed 

 until justice is established on earth, 

 for the islands await your teaching!  
5 Thus says God, who created the heavens and spread them out, 

 who gave shape to the earth and what it produces, 

 who gave life to its peoples and spirit to its inhabitants:  
6 I, God, have called you to serve the cause of right; 

 I have taken you by the hand, and I watch over you. I have appointed  

 you to be a covenant people, a light to the nations:  
7 to open the eyes of the blind, 

 to free captives from prison, 

 and those who sit in darkness from the dungeon.  
8 I am God! This is my Name! 

 I will not yield my glory to another god 

 or my praise to idols! 
9 See how former predictions have come true. And now I declare new things! 

 Before they spring forth, I tell them to you.” 

 

The Word of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

 



PSALM                                         The refrain is introduced by the cantor                          Psalm 29 

Thereafter, the congregation is invited to sing without introduction. 

 
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      1Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods, 

  ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength. 

 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name; 

  worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness. 

 3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; 

  the LORD is upon the | mighty waters. 

 4The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice; 

  the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor. R 

 5The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees; 

  the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 

 6the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 

  and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 

 7The voice | of the LORD 

  bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 

 8The voice of the LORD| shakes the wilderness; 

  the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh. R 

 9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare. 

  And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!” 

 10The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 

  the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 

 11O LORD, give strength | to your people; 

  give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace. R 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 
Refrain 

Psalm 
Tone 



 

SECOND READING                                                   Acts 10:34-43 

 

A reading from Acts. 
 

34 So Peter said to them, “I begin to see how true it is that God shows no partiality— 
35 rather, that any person of any nationality who fears God and does what is right is 

acceptable to God. 36 This is the message God has sent to the people of Israel, the Good 

News of peace proclaimed through Jesus Christ, who is Savior of all. 37 “You yourselves 

know what took place throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee with the baptism John 

proclaimed. 38 You know how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 

power, and how Jesus went about doing good works and healing all who were in the grip of 

the Devil, because God was with him. 39 We are eyewitnesses to all that Jesus did in the 

countryside and in Jerusalem. Finally, Jesus was killed and hung on a tree, 40 only to be 

raised by God on the third day. God allowed him to be seen, 41 not by everyone, but only by 

the witnesses who had been chosen beforehand by God—that is, by us, who ate and drank 

with Christ after the resurrection from the dead. 42 And Christ commissioned us to preach 

to the people and to bear witness that this is the one set apart by God as judge of the living 

and the dead. 43 To Christ Jesus all the prophets testify, that everyone who believes has 

forgiveness of sins through this Name.” 

 

The Word of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

  

CHILDREN’S SERMON                               Pastor Parham
    

 Please stand as able 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION              
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

  

 

  

 



GOSPEL                                                                                 Matthew 3:13-17 
                    

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew the third chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14John 

would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 

me?” 15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to 

fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when Jesus had been baptized, just 

as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the 

Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven 

said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Please be seated.  

 

SERMON            Pastor Parham 

 

Please stand as able 

 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY               Songs of Thankfulness and Praise                          #310 
 

Songs of thankfulness and praise, Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise; 

manifested by the star to the sages from afar, 

branch of royal David’s stem in thy birth at Bethlehem: 

anthems be to thee addressed, God in flesh made manifest. 
 

Manifest at Jordan’s stream, prophet, priest, and king supreme; 

and at Cana wedding guest in thy Godhead manifest; 

manifest in pow’r divine, changing water into wine; 

anthems be to thee addressed, God in flesh made manifest. 
 

Manifest in making whole weakened body, fainting soul; 

manifest in valiant fight, quelling all the devil’s might; 

manifest in gracious will, ever bringing good from ill: 

anthems be to thee addressed, God in flesh made manifest. 
 

Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, present in thy holy word; 

grace to imitate thee now and be pure, as pure art thou; 

that we might become like thee at thy great epiphany, 

and may praise thee, ever blest, God in flesh made manifest. 

 

 

 



APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 
 

Calling God, you speak with power to your church. Open our hearts and minds to the 

new things you are declaring. Strengthen bishops, pastors, deacons, lay leaders, and 

teachers of the faith. Equip the baptized for your reconciling and redeeming work. 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

Renewing God, you provide the waters of the earth and in Jesus’ baptism you reveal the 

waters of life. Cleanse and protect oceans, rivers, and watersheds. Bring relief to 

parched lands and to communities without access to safe water.  Bless the baths and 

showers washing your people clean each day. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

Righteous God, you never weary of establishing justice. Increase cooperation and 

constructive dialogue between nations. Guide local, national, and international 

authorities to govern with equity, vision, and integrity. We pray for those in military 

service, for peacemakers, and for our enemies. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

 



 

Abiding God, your mercy is steadfast. Give sanctuary to people who flee from oppression, 

war, poverty, and famine. Sustain health care workers, caregivers, first responders, 

counselors, and all who help and heal. Comfort those who are grieving or experiencing 

crisis or illness, especially those we name now on our lips or silently in our hearts…. 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

Loving God, your love is boundless and inclusive beyond our own understanding.  We 

give you thanks for the infinite ways in which you love us.  Continue to expand our own 

understanding of love and our ability to love neighbors truly and deeply.  Bring healing 

and reconciliation where love is lacking.  Help us to forgive those who wrongly claim you 

do not love the queerness of your LGBTQIA+ children.   

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

Blessing God, in Christ you gather the beloved community. Kindle the gifts of your Spirit 

in your people. Accompany the newly baptized, those recently ordained, and any 

beginning a new ministry. Inspire synodical leaders and congregational councils to serve 

with imagination and wisdom. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

Promising God, your faithfulness endures throughout all generations. We give thanks for 

those who have died in Christ, trusting that we will be united with them and all the 

saints in Christ’s resurrected life. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed 

in Christ crucified. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ is with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

Please share with one another a sign of Christ's peace. 
 

Please be seated 

 

OFFERING                                       O Living Breath of God                     Adult Choir 

Music: Swedish Folk Tune, Text: Oswaldo Catena 

Trans. Gerhard Cartford 

  
Please stand as able 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



OFFERING HYMN                     As with Gladness Men of Old                                           #302 

(verse 2 & 3) 

 

As with joyful steps they sped, Savior, to thy lowly bed, 

there to bend the knee before thee, whom heav’n and earth adore; 

so may we with willing feet ever seek thy mercy seat. 

 

As they offered gifts most rare at thy cradle rude and bare, 

so may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin’s alloy, 

all our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to thee, our heav’nly king. 

 

Let us pray, Liberating God, 

you break the bonds of injustice 

and let the oppressed go free. 

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 

for all your works of merciful power, 

and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 

You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord is with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 

in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son, 

and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

                                                                                                         
 



 THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

Please be seated    
 

COMMUNION 
 

 

All, without exception, are welcome at the table of God’s grace and love. Anyone prefer-

ring not to receive the wine may receive only the bread, completely trusting that the full 

benefit of communion — Christ’s grace and forgiveness — may be found in either the 

bread or wine. 
 

Worshipers will come forward to receive the bread and  

wine and then return to their seats to consume the elements. 
 

 

 MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 

                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                             

 



                                                           Wade in the Water                                                 #459 
 

Refrain 

Wade in the water, wade in the water, children, 

wade in the water, God’s a-goin’-a trouble the water. 

 

See that host all dressed in white, God’s a-goin’-a trouble the water, 

the leader looks like the Israelite. God’s a-goin’-a trouble the water.  Refrain 

 

See that band all dressed in red, God’s a-goin’-a trouble the water, 

looks like the band that Moses led. God’s a-goin’-a trouble the water. Refrain 

 

Look over yonder, what do I see? God’s a-goin’-a trouble the water, 

the Holy Ghost a coming on me. God’s a-goin’-a trouble the water.  Refrain 

 

If you don’t believe I’ve been redeemed, God’s a-goin’-a trouble the water, 

just follow me down to Jordan’s stream. God’s a-goin’-a trouble the water.  Refrain 
     

                                                                                          

                                                         Spirit of Gentleness                                 #396 
 

Refrain 

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness 

calling and free; Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, 

stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 
 

You moved on the waters, you called to the deep, 

then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep; 

and over the eons you called to each thing: 

“Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings.”  Refrain 
 

You swept through the desert, you stung with the sand, 

and you goaded your people with a law and a land; 

and when they were blinded with idols and lies, 

then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes.  Refrain 
 

You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill, 

then you whispered in silence when the whole world was still; 

and down in the city you called once again, 

when you blew through your people on the rush of the wind.  Refrain 
 

You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes. 

From bondage of sorrow all the captives dream dreams; 

our women see visions, our men clear their eyes. 

With bold new decisions your people arise.  Refrain 

 

 

     
                           



Please stand as able 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Holy One, 

we thank you for the healing 

that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

Renew our strength to do justice, 

love kindness, 

and journey humbly with you. 

Amen. 

SENDING 
BLESSING 
 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice 

and breaks the oppressor’s rod 

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 

today and always. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN                              Arise, Your Light Has Come!                            #314 
 

Arise, you light has come! The Spirit’s call obey; 

show forth the glory of your God which shines on you today. 

 

Arise, your light has come! Fling wide the prison door; 

proclaim the captive’s liberty, good tidings to the poor. 

 

Arise, your light has come! All you in sorrow born, 

bind up the broken hearted ones and comfort those who mourn. 

 

Arise, your light has come! The mountains burst in song! 

Rise up like eagles on the wing, God’s pow’r will make us strong. 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

 

Everyone is invited to gather in the back of the Gym 

following worship for refreshments and fellowship. 

                                           

                                                     



                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Baptized and Set Free 
 Words and Music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 735417-A. 

 

Spirit of Gentleness 
Words & Music © 1978  James K. Manley. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 735417-A. 

 

Love Has Come 
 Words © 1992  GIA Publications Inc.. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 735417-A. 

 

Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons.com, copyright © 2021.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress License #20559. 
 

Reprinted from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of  America.  Used by permission. All rights 

reserved. 
 

Reprinted from  The Inclusive Bible , Copyright © 2007 Priests for Equality. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 735417-A. 
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