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GATHERING
PRELUDE

From a Smooth Jazz Christmas by Roger House: Christmas Fanfare
and Away in a Manger

WELCOME
Stand as able

CONFESSION

AND

FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who alone does wonders,
who lifts up the lowly,
who fills the hungry with good things.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God for whom we wait,
in the presence of one another,
we confess our sin before you.
We fail in believing that your good news is for us.
We falter in our call to tend your creation.
We find our sense of self in material wealth.
We fear those different from ourselves.
We forget that we are your children
and turn away from your love.
Forgive us, Blessed One,
and assure us again of your saving grace.
Amen.
God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you!
Through the power of the Holy Spirit,
☩ your sins are forgiven.
You are children of the Most High,
inheritors of the eternal promise,
and recipients of divine mercy.
God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art,
dear desire of ev’ry nation, joy of ev’ry longing heart.
Born thy people to deliver, born a child, and yet a king;
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Remain Standing

BLESSING

OF THE

ADVENT WREATH

We praise you, O God, for this wheel of time
that marks our days of preparation for Christ's advent.
As we light the candles on this wreath,
open our eyes to see your presence
in the lowly ones of this earth.
Enlighten us with your grace,
that we may sing of your advent among us
in the Word made flesh.
Grant this through Christ our Lord,
whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.
Amen.

ADVENT HYMN

Canticle of Turning

Though the nations rage from age to age, we
remember who holds us fast: God’s mercy must
deliver us from conqueror’s crushing grasp.
This saving word that our forebears heard is the
promise which holds us bound, till the spear and rod can be
crushed by God who is turning the world around. Refrain
Refrain
My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your justice burn.
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is about to turn!

PRAYER

OF THE

DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray. Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God,
and strengthen our faith in your coming,
that, transformed by grace,
we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Sit

ANTHEM

Prepare!

Youth and Children's Choir

by Jim Parham
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Lord.
Lord.
Lord.
Lord.

Prepare with hope for the Lord.
Prepare with joy for the Lord.
Prepare with love for the Lord.
Prepare the way of the Lord.
Prepare the way of the Lord.

WORD
THE VERY FIRST CHRISTMAS
Innkeepers:
Welcome everyone to Bethlehem! Let us open our eyes and ears and listen to the story of
when Christ was born.

HYMN

O Little Town of Bethlehem

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.
For Christ is born of Mary, and, gathered all above
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond’ring love.
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth,
and praises sing to God the king, and peace to all the earth!
How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv’n!
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav’n.
No ear may hear his coming; but, in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.
O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
oh, come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel!
Mary, Joseph and Baby Jesus move to the manger during the hymn.

PART 1: MARY

AND

JOSEPH

Mary and Joseph, a pitiful sight.
So tired and dirty, they gave us a fright.
Sickly or dying? What was the matter?
“A room in the inn?” Impossible chatter!
“Our rooms are all taken; not one empty bed.
There’ll not be a room in all Bethlehem,” I said.
But their eyes told a story of hunger and need.
I couldn’t avoid them, so I tried a good deed.
I cleaned up the stable: I cooked up a meal.
We helped all we could, at least, that’s how I feel.
For we noticed that Mary was expecting – and soon!
So we prepared for delivery right under the moon.
The child came so quickly. His face seemed so bright
in a stable so cold and dreary that night.
Joseph said softly. “It’s Jesus, my friend.”
God sent him among us to bring to an end
fear and hatred, and darkness and sin.
So God sent us light, which began to break in

HYMN

He Came Down
He came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have love;
hallelujah forever more.
He came down that we may have light;
he came down that we may have light;
he came down that we may have light;
hallelujah forever more.
He came down that we may have peace;
he came down that we may have peace;
he came down that we may have peace;
hallelujah forever more.
He came down that we may have joy;
he came down that we may have joy;
he came down that we may have joy;
hallelujah forever more.
.

PART 2: THE ANIMALS
My animals were calm, quieter than normal.
They often were noisy, and never too formal.
They always were eating, or else they were sleeping.
The stable required continuous sweeping.
But on Christmas night, they were strangely in awe
at the sight of the babe and all that they saw.
It’s as if they were aware that God had just hushed them,
Had fed and watered and carefully brushed them.
They knew, I believe, that God had been able
to work a miracle there in that stable.
The Kolb family, representing the Animals, will head to the stage.
All other Animals shall remain in their seats.

HYMN

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall;
oxen lowing, little knowing Christ the child is Lord of all.
Swiftly winging, angels singing, bells are ringing, tidings bringing;
Christ the child is Lord of all! Christ the child is Lord of all!
Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new
saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a gospel true.
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing, greet the morrow:
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you!

PART 3: ANGELS
We don’t often see angels in flight.
But on that very first Christmas, they lit up the night.
They appeared to the shepherds and, wow, were they scared!
“Angels!” cried one. “Will any lives be spared?”
“Are they here to destroy us? Is our time on earth up?
Have we seen our last day? Have we drunk our last cup?”
But “Peace on earth; goodwill to all”
was the angels’ sweet song; that was their call.
With a light show that dazzled all who did see,
the angels hallelujahed and sang out with glee.
“To Bethlehem, shepherds!” the angels directed.
“To see Jesus the Christ, whom God has perfected.”
“Go worship the Lord and follow God’s ways.
And you’ll find Christmas joy for all of your days.”
The Sherwood family, representing the Angels, will head to the stage.
All other Angels shall remain in their seats.

HYMN

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king;
peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.”
Joyful, all you nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies;
with angelic hosts proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

Refrain
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!”
Christ by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord,
late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! Hail, incarnate deity!
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel! Refrain
Hail the heav’n born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die,
born to raise each child of earth, born to give us second birth. Refrain

PART 4: SHEPHERDS

The shepherds, I told you, were scared and were stunned.
“Too much hard work or too much hot sun!”
That’s what they thought; that’s how they explained.
Perplexed and afraid, they loudly complained.
But the angels’ song calmed them, and then they believed.
They rejoiced when they knew, and they were quite relieved.
They went to the stable and worshiped the Lord.
Then they left and began to spread the good Word.
The Finnern family, representing the Shepherds, will head to the stage.
All other Shepherds shall remain in their seats.

HYMN

Away in a Manger
Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;
the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.
I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky
and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay
close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in your tender care
and fit us for heaven, to live with you there.

PART 5: WISE ONES

AND

STARS

The star that shone brightly led Wise Ones to seek
a child, prophesied, to give strength to the weak.
They came bearing gifts, in worship and love,
praising God for these wonders from heaven above.
The Wise Ones were scholars, come from afar
seeking the child by the light of a star.
If they brought him treasure,
then maybe we, too, can share of our gifts
as Christ comes into view.
The child, come to save us, was born full of grace
and loved and redeemed the whole human race.
The Harmon family, representing the Wise Ones, and
the Fagala Family representing the Stars, will head to the stage.
All other Wise Ones and Stars shall remain in their seats.

HYMN

Angels, from the Realms of Glory
Angels, from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth;
once you sang creations story, now proclaim Messiah’s birth;
Refrain
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ the newborn king.
Shepherds, in the fields abiding, watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing, yonder shines the infant light. Refrain
Sages, leave your contemplations, brighter visions beam afar;
seek the great desire of nations, you have seen his natal star. Refrain
All creation, join in praising God, the Father, Spirit, Son,
evermore your voices raising to the eternal Three in One. Refrain
All nativity participants are invited to return to their seats during the hymn.

Stand as able

HYMN

OF THE

DAY

Once in Royal David’s City

Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed:
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ, her little child.
He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all,
and his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall;
with the poor and meek and lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy.
And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love;
for that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heav’n above;
and he leads his children on to the place where he is gone.
Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by,
we shall see him; but in heaven, set at God’s right hand on high;
there his children gather round, bright like stars, with glory crowned.

PRAYERS

OF INTERCESSION

In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for
God’s presence.
A brief silence is held.
Creator God, in this season of Advent as we draw closer to the celebration of Christ’s
birth, you proclaim your boundless love for all that you have made. Renew barren lands,
polluted waters, and melting ice caps. As global warming impacts our planet in deeply
destructive ways, motivate us to take action to care for the world you made.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Steadfast God, in this season of Advent as we draw closer to the celebration of Christ’s
birth, you are present with us as we endure our second Advent and Christmas season
living with COVID and enduring the suffering of pandemic living. Ease our weariness.
Restore our strength. Give us hope.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Righteous God, in this season of Advent as we draw closer to the celebration of Christ’s
birth, you bring down the mighty and lift up the lowly. Strengthen those in our daily lives
whose work is to serve others. We pray for baristas, delivery drivers, postal workers,
cashiers, and restaurant servers recognizing that their work brings comfort and ease to
many. Help us to lift up and value their work through our care and kindness.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Gracious God, in this season of Advent as we draw closer to the celebration of Christ’s
birth, you fill the hungry with good things. Bless the feeding ministries of this
congregation and community. Bless those who are fed and nourished through Trinity’s
Backpack Buddies ministry and Nourishing Neighbors events. Guide us to share the
bounty you have entrusted to us.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Nurturing God, in this season of Advent as we draw closer to the celebration of Christ’s
birth, you give us life and care for our every need. We give thanks for those among us who
serve you and this community of faith with selflessness, tenderness, positivity, energy,
and good cheer. Especially, we lift up Kay Cook and Karen Craig whose daily work to
support the ministries of this congregation bring love and light to many.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Inclusive God, in this season of Advent as we draw closer to the celebration of Christ’s
birth, you make a place for all of your precious children. Sustain and empower this
congregation’s efforts to welcome and include all people into the transforming love of
Christ. We pray for our siblings around the world who due to violence and suffering must
leave their home countries to seek a new home with us in the United States. We pray for
our black and brown siblings whose lives are still negatively impacted by the systemic
racism that abounds in our world. We pray for our LGBTQIA+ siblings who have often
been wounded by the church and pushed to the margins. Open our hearts, our minds,
and our hands to extend radical welcome and hospitality to all, without exception.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Compassionate God, in this season of Advent as we draw closer to the celebration of
Christ’s birth, you surround us with love, care, and mercy, and you sustain us with your
presence. Cradle in your arms all of us who struggle with sickness, grief, loneliness,
mental illness, and addiction. Hear us now as we name before you the people in our lives
who stand in special need of your love and care…
The congregation is invited to lift up –
on your lips or in the silence of your hearts –
the names of those who stand in special need of God’s love and care.
Renew our hope. Strengthen us with your love. Use this community of faith to bring
comfort and peace to all.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of new life, you come among us in the places and in the people we least expect.
Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus whose coming is
certain and whose day draws near.
Amen.

HYMN

Joy to the World
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king;
let ev’ry heart prepare him room and heav’n and nature sing,
and heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n and heav’n and nature sing.
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
No more let sin and sorrow grow nor thorns infest the ground;
he comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found,
far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found.
He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love.

Let us pray. God of our waiting and watching,
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives
to the service of all your people.
Prepare the way before us
as we meet you in this simple meal,
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Sit

COMMUNION
Worshipers will come forward at the direction of the ushers to receive the bread and
wine and then return to their seats to consume the elements. Empty communion containers
may be placed in the brown bag located in the seats.
All, without exception, are welcome at the table of God’s love and grace.

MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION

ANTHEMS

People Look East
arranged for Handbells by Cathy Mokelbust
Veni Emmanuel:
a Percussion Tapestry

HYMNS

Handbell Choir

Youth and Children’s Choir

O Come, All Ye Faithful
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
come and behold him, born the king of angels:
Refrain
O come, let us adore him, O come let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
The highest, most holy, light of light eternal,
born of a virgin, a mortal he comes;
Son of the Father now in flesh appearing! Refrain
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God in the highest: Refrain
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory giv’n!
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: Refrain

It Came upon the Midnight Clear
It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,
from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold;
“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heav’n’s all gracious king.”
The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing.
Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings unfurled,
and still their heav’nly music floats o’er all the weary world.
Above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hov’ring wing,
and ever o’er its babel sounds the blessed angels sing.
And you, beneath life’s crushing load, whose forms are bending low,
who toil along the climbing way with painful steps and slow:
look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing;
oh, rest beside the weary road and hear the angels sing!
For lo! The days are hast’ning on, by prophets seen of old,
when with the evercircling years shall come the time foretold,
when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling,
and all the world give back the song which now the angels sing.

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today;
ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now.
Christ is born today! Christ is born today!
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this!
He has opened heaven’s door, and we are blest forevermore.
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
now ye need not fear the grave; Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all to gain the everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!

Stand as able

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
God of abundance,
we give you thanks that in this holy meal
you have invited us to feast with you and one another.
May the taste of your love remain with us,
and may our words and our work in your name
invite others into your bountiful grace.
Send us from your table to proclaim your presence,
even as we await the glorious coming of Christ our Savior.
Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
May God, who gathers us in love,
lead you in pathways of righteousness and justice.
May God, who knows us more deeply than we know ourselves,
lead you in pathways of forgiveness and freedom.
May God, who fills us with good things,
lead you in pathways of equity and abundance.
The blessing of the holy Trinity,  one God,
be upon you and remain with you forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN

Go Tell It on the Mountain

Refrain:
Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev’rywhere;
go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!
While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night,
behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light.
Refrain
The shepherds feared and trembled when, lo, above the earth
rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s birth.
Refrain
Down in a lonely manger the humble Christ was born;
and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn.

Refrain

DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Drama participants are encouraged to keep their candy canes, crowns, halos,
masks, and stars, or return them to the tables where they received them.

He Came Down
Arr. © 1986 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 735417-A.
Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons.com, copyright © 2021. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress License #20559.
Reprinted from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Reprinted from The Inclusive Bible , Copyright © 2007 Priests for Equality. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 735417-A.

Please join the Trinity family on the
front lawn after worship for
fellowship, Christmas cookies, and
a hot chocolate bar.

Small fruit bags will also be distributed to our
downtown neighbors on the front lawn following worship.
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