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Dear Members of the Trinity Family,
I have been thinking about a universal truth – the way we all love to be included, the way we
all want to be invited. It doesn’t matter if the invitation is printed in fancy script and arrives
in the mail weeks before the event, or if it is a dinner invitation that comes via text, or a
casual invitation to coffee that is extended after worship on Sunday morning. It feels so good
to be needed and wanted, to be included, to belong.
We all have a hunger to be recognized, to be known, to be accepted, to be loved, to be
invited. It’s that feeling we get when we arrive at our friends’ home and are greeted with the
words, “We are so glad you are here!” It’s when the barista at the local coffee shop calls us
by name and remembers our order. It’s when the stranger stops to help us collect the carton
of sodas that breaks in the grocery store parking lot. Or when someone at church scoots over,
pats the pew, and says, “Come sit with me.” It’s the unsolicited open palm waves from little
children.
In this season of Advent as we watch and wait for Christ’s coming among us, we acknowledge
our hunger to be invited, to be included, to be loved. We are all just a collection of heart and
bones walking through this world, exchanging invitations, saying to one another in a thousand
different ways – come matter here. Come make a difference here. Come be you, here. Come
be loved just as you are. Come and belong with us.

Jesus did not receive much of an invitation. No one opened the door or made room on a pew
or shouted words of welcome, but still Jesus came. Without fanfare or fancy invitation, Jesus
chose to come among us. In this season of Advent, let’s make a way for others. Let’s extend
invitations. Let’s open our hearts and minds to include new people, new friends who, like us,
are hungry to belong. Let’s make a way for Jesus by making a way for others.

Peace, love, and joy,

Pastor Susan Crowell

Council Notes
At the November meeting of the Congregation Council, the council…
---noted that expenses for October were $3,199 below projection;
---received an update from Trinity’s COVID-19 Transition Team;
---approved the recommendation from the Stewardship Committee to adopt a budget of
$1,070,516 for 2022 and to recommend the adoption of this budget to the congregation; and
---voted unanimously to create a part-time program staff position entitled “Queer and
Justice Ministry Coordinator” beginning on January 1, 2022 and to invite Patrick Preacher to
assume this position.

December Worship
On Sundays December 5, 12, and 26, an in-person worship service will be held in the
Sanctuary as well as live-streamed at 10:00 am. Trinity’s Covid-19 Transition Team is
recommending and requesting that masks be worn by all during worship. Refreshments
will be served on the front lawn following worship each Sunday, weather permitting. On
Sunday, December 19, at 10:00 am the congregation will worship in the Gym for the
Christmas Pageant.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship
The Trinity family will gather in the Sanctuary for Christmas Eve
worship on Friday, December 24 at 4:30 pm and 6:30 pm. Both services will be live-streamed. Masks are recommended and requested
at these services.

Giving to Trinity
Please help us to continue to shine the love and light of Christ into our
community and world by supporting Trinity’s ministry through your
regular giving and special offerings. Online giving is available by texting
TLCGIVE to 73256 or by following the Online Giving link on the homepage
of our website, www.trinitylutheran.ws. Offering may also be mailed to
the Church Office at 421 N. Main St., Greenville, SC 29601. Please
contact Kay Cook in the Church Office if interested in signing up for automatic bank draft.
According to IRS regulations, gifts should be made on or before December 31 to be
considered tax-deductible for the year 2021. During the last week of the year, the Church
Office will be open from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm on Wednesday, December 29, Thursday,
December 30, and Friday, December 31.

Annual Meeting
The first session of the Annual Meeting of the Congregation will be held immediately
after worship on Sunday, November 28. At that time the proposed budget for 2022 will
be introduced and nominations for Congregation Council will be finalized.
The meeting will then be recessed until 11:30 am on Sunday, December 5. On that day
the Congregation will meet in the Gym to adopt a budget and elect members of the
Congregation Council. The ten nominees for the five three-year terms are Tara Miller,
Peggy Schotsch, Allan Downen, Gregg Alley, John Otten, Jimmy Reynolds, Bonnie
Farmer, Greg Hamluk, Amy Hegarty, and Calvin Harmon. The nominees for the one-year
youth term are Roger Brown and Adaline McCormack.
Coffee, juice, and refreshments will be provided.

In order to insure that a quorum is reached at this meeting and to better prepare for
distanced seating, please call or email the Church Office if you plan to attend.

Nursery For Sunday Morning Worship
A nursery is available during the 10:00 am worship service on Sunday morning. Practices
and protocols follow all DHEC recommendations for daycare centers. All staff and
volunteers must be fully vaccinated and wear masks at all times. A copy of the updated
guidelines can be obtained through the Church Office. The age requirements for
children in the nursery are flexible and fluid during this time of transition.

Faith Formation
ADULT FAITH FORUM is a group that meets on Zoom on Sunday mornings from 8:00 to
9:00 am. Conversation begins at 8:00 am, with the discussion beginning at 8:15 am. All
adults are welcome to participate. This group discusses current events in light of our
faith as Christians. The Zoom link is emailed out on Fridays to those interested by
Deacon Amy Brown and is also included in the Friday worship email. Ending at 9:00 am
will allow those worshipping in person time to drive to the church and those worshipping
at home time to prepare for online worship.
TLC KIDS, a learning program for preschoolers and elementary schoolers, meets in
person from 9:15 to 9:45 am in the Multipurpose Room. Parents can attend with their
children, and those K5 and above, including all adults, will be masked. This time
together includes singing and dancing (with our Bible School video), Bible stories and
videos, and crafts. We end in time for families to attend in-person worship at 10:00 am.

Lutheran Church Youth
LCY 5:00 – 7:00 pm in the Youth Center. Masks are required except when the group is
eating.
December 5 - Christmas Service Projects. After dinner, youth will put together treat bags
for our neighbors at Towers East and other local organizations.
December 12 - Christmas Party. Youth and advisors are encouraged to
wear tacky Christmas sweaters. The group will enjoy dinner, games and
s’mores by the fire pit (weather permitting).
December 19 - No LCY
December 26 - No LCY

Mid-Week Advent Worship Opportunities
The month of December is typically a very busy and very stressful time for everyone.
Duing the Advent season, the congregation is encouraged to create healthy boundaries
and make space and time to watch and wait for the savior’s coming among us by
committing to being at home on Wednesday evenings throughout the Advent season. To
assist with this effort to create peace and calm during this hectic season, beginning on
Wednesday, December 1 and extending for the following three weeks (December 8, 15,
and 22), a service of Holden Evening Prayer that will include a meditation will be
premiered via Facebook and YouTube at 7:00 pm. This service will only be available
online. Everyone is encouraged to stay home and gather with the Trinity Family for
worship from the comfort of home on these Wednesday evenings in Advent.

Congregation Christmas Pageant
On Sunday, December 19 at 10:00 am the congregation is invited to gather in the Gym for a
unique Advent and Christmas worship experience that will include an interactive,
inter-generational Christmas Pageant. All persons in attendance will be given a “prop” to
allow them to participate in the pageant as they choose. Although masking and physical
distancing will be the norm, special music, Holy Communion, and beloved Christmas carols
will give us glimpses of joy on this fourth Sunday in Advent. In order to help the staff better
prepare for distanced seating, everyone is encouraged to register through the Church Office
for this special Service.

Blue Christmas Worship Service
On Sunday, December 19 at 4:00 pm in the Sanctuary, Trinity will host a worship service
that acknowledges and gives space for grief and pain, called a Blue Christmas Service.
The Advent and Christmas seasons can be difficult for those who have lost loved ones
(either recently or if years have passed), those who struggle with depression or anxiety,
or anyone who may be feeling blue or down as we approach the Christmas season. Anyone and everyone is welcome at this service. If you have any questions, please feel free
to reach out to Vicar Ian at 864-242-5702 or ieboden@trinitylutheran.ws.

World AIDS Day Worship Service
In partnership with AID Upstate, Trinity will host a worship service in the Sanctuary on
Wednesday, December 1 at 6:30 pm to remember and honor those who lost their lives
to AIDS, to celebrate the faithful commitment of doctors, nurses, family, and friends
who cared for and supported those struggling with the illness, and to give thanks for
the progress made in the treatment of this disease. The service will be followed by hot
cocoa and Christmas cookies on the front lawn.

Queer Led Worship: Taizé Around the Cross
Queer-led Worship: Taizé Around the Cross will resume in
January. Gather in the Gym on Thursday, January 6 at 6:30
pm as we celebrate Epiphany together by candlelight. Please
don't miss out on the opportunity to show your support for this
brand new and important ministry of Trinity. Any member of
the LGBTQIA+ community who is interested in assisting as a
worship leader should email Patrick Preacher at patrick.preacher@gmail.com. There is a
place for you! Worshippers will be distanced and masked at this service.

Queer Faith Book Discussion
The first Queer Faith Book Discussion will meet in January. The group will be discussing
the book Unclobber by Colby Martin. In this witty and heartfelt read, Colby tells the
story of how he became an affirming pastor while also dissecting the "clobber" verses
historically used as a Biblical basis for rejecting the queer community.
Participants will have three meetings (one evening per week) at the Queer Wellness
Center (near the intersection of Haywood Rd. and Pelham Rd). Books will be provided
for those who are unable to or wish not to purchase their own. This book discussion is
currently only open to those who identify as members of the LGBTQIA+ communty.
January dates are being finalized with the Queer Wellness Center and will be shared
with those who express interest as soon as they are available. Space is limited so
please email Patrick Preacher at Patrick.preacher@gmail.com soon to reserve your spot!

Freed Hearts TLC
Freed Hearts TLC is a group for any member of the LGBTQIA+ community
and allies. The next gathering will be on Thursday, December 16 from 6:00
- 7:30 pm on the front lawn. The group will be singing Christmas Carols with
our neighbors at Towers East around a fire pit and enjoying hot chocolate
and apple cider. Small Christmas treat bags will be shared with our
neighbors. Anyone in the congregation and friends are invited to join the group for this
fun and festive event. Contact Penny Bostain at 864-630-8798 for further information or
questions about this group.

TLC4TLC
On Wednesday, December 8 TLC4TLC will meet in person at 11:30 am in
the Parlor following the meeting of the Trinity Prayer Group. Anyone
who would like to write notes and cards for members who are ill,
grieving, or unable to attend worship, as well as for those who are
celebrating joys is welcome to attend. There will also be a choice to
send notes from home for those who are unable to meet in person but would still like to
be involved in this ministry. If you would like to participate in this group please contact
Debbie Farstad at debfars@att.net.

Mama Zoom
Mothers of young children ages birth through elementary school meet once a month on
Thursday mornings via Zoom for fellowship and a brief devotion. Contact Deacon Mandi
Whitley to be included on the email list or for more information. The group will meet on
Thursday, December 9 at 9:00 am.

College Christmas Gathering
All Trinity college students are invited to a Christmas gathering at the
Wannemacher home, 19 Charlbury Street, Greenville on Monday,
December 20 at 6:00 pm. The group will enjoy fellowship and games
outside. In the event of rain, the event will be cancelled. RSVP to Deacon
Mandi Whitley by December 16.
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IN PERSON AND LIVE STREAM
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9:00 MAMA ZOOM
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7:00 BOOK GROUP
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IN PERSON AND LIVE STREAM
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6:30 CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP
IN PERSON AND LIVE STREAM
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Music Ministry
Adult Choir will meet for rehearsal in the Gym on the first four Wednesdays of December.
Access to the Gym is through the glass doors of the Activity Building on the playground side.
On Wednesday, December 1, rehearsal begins at 7:30 pm, following the World AIDS Day
service.
On Wednesdays December 8, 15, and 22, rehearsal begins at 7:00 pm.
Handbell Choir will rehearse twice in December.
Wednesday, December 8 at 6:00 pm in the Multipurpose Room
Wednesday, December 15 at 6:30 pm in the Gym.
The Handbell Choir will ring for the Christmas Pageant on December 19 at 10:00 am.

Children’s and Youth Choirs rehearse on Sundays, December 12 and 19, meeting in the Gym
from 11:10 to 11:45 am. The group will sing for the December 19 Christmas Pageant and the
4:30 pm Christmas Eve service.
If you have any questions about Trinity’s music ministry or would like to join any of our
groups, please contact Pastor Parham at 242-5702 or jcparham@trinitylutheran.ws.

Prayer Group
The Trinity Prayer Group will meet in person on Wednesday, December 8 at 11:00 am in
the Parlor. Anyone who would like to spend some time in prayer for our
church, nation, family, friends, and those in need are welcome to attend.
Anyone with a prayer request may complete a prayer card during Sunday
worship or email a request to Terry Morgan at tfmorgan101@gmail.com or
Merry Mulcahy at marmulcahy@icloud.com. All participants will be
masked.

December Food Collection For Towers East and AID Upstate
During December Trinity is collecting non-perishable food items to stock the food pantry at
AID Upstate and to provide pantry staples for our neighbors at Towers East.
AID Upstate – toothbrushes, toothpaste, canned fruit, instant rice, instant potatoes,
mayonnaise, mustard, ketchup
Towers East – dried beans (16oz), peanut butter (16 oz), canned fruit, rice (2 lb bag)
pasta, pasta sauce, individually packaged snack items, toilet paper
Items may be brought to the breezeway, Monday through Friday from
8:30 am to 4:30 pm or to worship on Sunday morning.

Women’s Bible Study and Fellowship Group
The Women's Bible Study Group meets monthly for fellowship and
Bible study. All women of the church are invited to attend. The group
will meet on Thursday, December 2 at 6:00 pm in Rooms 12 and 13.
The group will continue the study of women in the Bible utilizing the
book "Fierce" by Alice Connor. This month’s topic is Mary. New
participants are always welcome. Please contact Terry Morgan at
tfmorgan101@gmail.com for additional information.

Quilting Group
The Quilting Group meets in the Gym on Mondays at 9:30 am several times a month to
make quilts which are distributed by Lutheran World Relief. Participants do not need to
know how to sew in order to assemble quilts. Willing volunteers who can cut fabric, iron,
thread a needle, or tie knots are welcome. Work is usually finished around
noon, and participants can work as little or as long as they would like. There
are also at-home sewing opportunities for those who cannot make it to the
gatherings.
The group plans to meet on only two Mondays in December, December 6 and
13. The group will resume after the holidays on Monday, January 10 and meet
every Monday in 2022 except on holidays when the Church Office is closed. If you plan to
attend please contact Sarah Weeks at sweeks14@charter.net or 864-787-1160.
ITEMS NEEDED for the quilt ministry include cotton or mostly cotton fabric and sheets.
Colored sheets are used for the backing on the quilts. Sheets can be new or very gently
used. The preferred size is twin flat, in all colors except white or cream. Larger sheets
are acceptable and can be cut down to size. Donations for this ministry can be brought to
the Church Office.

Sharing Tree
TLC Sharing Tree – The Outreach Committee is sponsoring a Sharing Tree to
support the girls at the Smith House of Pendleton Place, boys at Generations
Home, and a family with Interfaith Hospitality Network. Please use the
electronic sign up to select a gift to purchase at
https://www.signupgenius.comgo/10c0945acad2ca46tlcsharing1
Gifts range in price and are easy to order online. Unwrapped gifts may be
brought to the Parlor beginning December 5 or dropped off in a drive through
collection on Sunday December 12 from 11:30 am to 1:00 pm. For questions,
please email Rachel Balck at rachel@balckfamily.org or Melanie Wessinger at
pwessinger@aol.com. Thank you for helping spread some holiday love and
cheer to our community in need.
.
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11:30 ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING - GYM
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8:00 ADULT FAITH FORUM Z00M
9:15 TLC KIDS IN PERSON
10:00 WORSHIP AND CHRISTMAS PAGEANT - GYM AND LIVE
STREAM
11:10 CHILDREN AND YOUTH CHOIR REHEARSAL
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9:00 STAFF MEETING
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11:30 FRUIT BAG DISTRIBUTION TO NEIGHBORS
1:30 OUTREACH COMMITTEE VIA ZOOM
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10:00 WORSHIP IN PERSON AND LIVE STREAM

6:00 COLLEGE CHRISTMAS
GATHERING
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December Birthdays
In an effort to stay connected, please consider extending birthday greetings to the
following members. If you would like the church to know your birthdate please contact
the Church Office to submit this information through Realm.
Bette Anderson - December 5
Cathy Baus - December 3
Jeanne Blinkoff - December 19
Ellie Boda - December 26
Ralph Boeker - December 13
Mary Brown - December 8
Evans Cegelis - December 28
Kade Corell - December 26
Brian Craig - December 1
Karen Craig - December 16
Jan Dominick - December 31
Louise Fletcher - December 11
Paige Geiger - December 11
Donna Greene - December 10
Samantha Hegarty - December 30
Aiden Hill - December 5
Wayne Hollinger - December 30
Harriet Ligon - December 28
Benjamin Long - December 20

Caroline Long - December 22
Wayne Mangels - December 4
Janet Mathis - December 1
Lee Mathis - December 19
Hadley McCaskill - December 27
Rob McCormack - December 1
Steve McElhinny - December 10
Lilly McNeice - December 18
Jami Mercer - December 25
Gail Moose - December 20
Ralph Moyer - December 26
Beth Oswald - December 6
Patti Parker - December 20
Rose Sherwood - December 2
Kingstyn Small - December 29
Oliver Smith - December 20
Patricia Thompson - December 3
Russ Wise - December 13

New Members of Trinity Lutheran Church
On October 24, Trinity joyfully welcomed the following nineteen members
into our Church family.
Jim and Ida Blalock
116 Hidden Springs Ln
Taylors, SC 29687
from Redeemer Lutheran Church, Greer SC

Danny and Anne Fagala, and their children Jesse
and Madelyn
Karen Haagensen,
8 Pebble Creek Way
Taylors, SC 29687
Anne and her mother, Karen were received by
Affirmation of Faith.
Danny, Jesse, and Madelyn will be baptized on
December 5.

Lane and Jo Lewis
403B E Camperdown Way
Greenville, SC 29601
From Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Naperville, IL

Jean Nelson
316 Elder Street Ext
Greenville, SC 29607
by Affirmation of Faith

John and Maria Roberts
400 Sage Glen Pl
Piedmont, SC 29673
from Living Lord Lutheran Church, Bartlett, IL

Bob Thompson
145 Trailside Ln
Greenville, SC 29607
from Advent Lutheran Church, Wyckoff NJ

Also received:
Laura Hagen and Paul Nitto
by Affirmation of Faith
Tara Miller and her daughter Alex Kirby
from Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church
Saint Charles, IL
Pat and Cathy O’Neill
by Affirmation of Faith

Sunday Morning Worship Leaders for December
Lay Assistants
December 5
Campbell Balck
December12
Margaret Roth
December 26
Lisa Rehm

Nourishing Neighbors
Trinity will host our neighbors at Towers East for Nourishing Neighbors, a monthly
event held on the front lawn that includes a bagged lunch, fresh produce, pantry
staples, and fellowship on Wednesday, December 15 from 12:30 to 1:30 pm. Questions
may be directed to Anne Harmon at annerharmon1956@gmail.com or Patrick Preacher
at patrick.preacher@gmail.com.

Book Group
The Trinity Book Group, which is open to all readers, meets regularly to discuss books of
all genres. The next meeting will be in the Parlor at 7:00 pm on Thursday, December 16
to discuss Project Hail Mary by Andy Weir. This will be our annual holiday gathering
with a book swap. Those attending are invited to bring a new,
wrapped paperback book members of the group might like to read.
The books will then be exchanged and swapped. The group will also
choose book selections for upcoming months. Email Deacon Amy
Brown at arbrown@trinitylutheran.ws for more information. This is
a very casual group, and new participants are welcome at any time.

LAUNCH Group
LAUNCH is Trinity’s Young Adults Group. The group will meet on Wednesday, December
8 at 7:00 pm in Rooms 12 and 13 of the Activities Building for fellowship. Masks are
required by all. Contact Deacon Mandi Whitley at mtwhitley@trinitylutheran.ws with
questions.

WITHIN THE TRINITY FAMILY . . .
Hospital Patients
Jo Glymph - Discharged
Eliza Stockman - Discharged

Deaths
the mother of Alice Smith
the mother of Terri Sullivan

________________________________________________________________________________
Attendance for November
(Does not include 11/28)

11/7
350
132
482

Online devices
In Person
Total

11/14
319
125
444

11/21
212
97
335

Queer-led Service on 11/4 - 83 in person, no online service
Transgender Memorial Service on 11/17 - 63 in person, 272 online devices

Offering Summary for November
(Does not include offering from November 21 and 28)
November
Needed for Budget
Given to Budget
Difference
Given to World Hunger

$ 86,990
$ 35,677
$ (51,313)
$ 1,197

YTD
$ 956,885
$ 1,006,303
$49,419
$ 21,869
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Order Your Poinsettias
2021 POINSETTIA ORDER FORM
Poinsettias will be used to decorate the Church for the Christmas Eve
Service. If you would like to give a poinsettia in honor or memory of
someone, complete the form below and return it with $16.00 for
each poinsettia no later than Friday, December 17. Poinsettias may
be picked up Wednesday, December 29 through Friday, December 31.
Any remaining Poinsettias will be shared with our Towers East
neighbors.
Enclosed/attached is my $16.00 for each poinsettia given.
in ( ) honor of
1.__________________________________________________

2.__________________________________________________
in ( ) memory of
1.__________________________________________________
2.__________________________________________________
Given by: _________________________________________________

