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Welcome to Trinity Lutheran Church 

 

As disciples of Christ seeking peace and justice in the world, we welcome, affirm, and include 

all people into the fullness of God’s love. We celebrate people of all races, cultures, ages, 

sexual orientations, gender identities, physical or mental abilities, socioeconomic statuses, 

appearances, family status and citizenship as equally loved and valued in the eyes of God 

and in this place. All are invited to join this community as we worship God, grow in faith, and 

strive to love and serve one another. All, without exception, are welcome in this place. 
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GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE Fugue in G Major (Gigue) by J. S. Bach  

           (1st premiered on May 10, 2020 ) 
 

WELCOME 
 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, the life beyond all death, 

the joy beyond all sorrow, our everlasting home. 

Amen. 
 

Rejoicing in Christ's victory over sin and death, 

let us come before God who calls us to repentance. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God of life, 

by the resurrection of your Son you make everything new. 

Newness scares us, and we confess to shutting our doors in fear. 

We have not listened to voices that challenge us. 

We have resisted the Holy Spirit moving us in new directions. 

Our hearts are slow to believe your promises. 

Forgive us, O God, and renew us to embrace without fear 

the new life you have given us in Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
 

People of God: Christ is alive, and death has lost its power. 

Through the waters of baptism 

you have been born anew by the living word of God. 

Know that your sins are forgiven in  Jesus' name 

and that the Spirit of the risen Christ is alive in you 

both now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GATHERING HYMN Alleluia! Jesus is Risen #377 
 

Alleluia! Jesus is risen! 

Trumpets resounding in glorious light! 

Splendor, the Lamb, heaven forever! 

Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! 
 

Refrain 

Jesus is risen and we shall arise. 

Give God the glory! Alleluia! 
 

Walking the way, Christ in the center 

telling the story to open our eyes; 

breaking our bread, giving us glory: 

Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise. Refrain 
 

Jesus the vine, we are the branches; 

life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree; 

heaven to earth, Christ to the people, 

gift of the future now flowing to me. Refrain 
 

Weeping, be gone; sorrow, be silent: 

death put asunder, and Easter is bright. 

Cherubim sing: O grave, be open! 

Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light. Refrain 
 

City of God, Easter forever, 

golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb, 

river of life, saints and archangels, 

sing with creation to God the I Am! Refrain 
 

GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be 

your children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the 

resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING Acts 3:12-19 
 

A reading from Acts. 
 

12Peter addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you 

stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made this person walk?13The 

God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has 

glorified Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he 

had decided to release him. 14But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to 

have a murderer given to you, 15and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from 

the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16It is the name of Jesus, and faith in it, that has 

strengthened the limbs of this one whom you see and know well.  Such faith has given 

this beggar perfect health, as all of you can see.  17“And now, friends, I know that you 

acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18In this way God fulfilled what God had 

foretold through all the prophets, that the Messiah would suffer. 19Repent therefore, and 

turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Psalm 
Tone 

Psalm 
Refrain 

PSALM The refrain is introduced by the cantor. Psalm 4 

Thereafter, the congregation is invited to sing without introduction. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECOND READING 1 John 3:1-2, 11-14, 18 
 

A reading from first John. 
 

1See what love Abba God has lavished on us in letting us be called God’s children! 

Yet that in fact is what we are. The reason the world does not recognize us is that it never 

recognized God. 2My dear friends, now we are God’s children, but it has not been revealed 

what we are to become in the future. We know that when it comes to light we will be like 

God, for we will see God as God really is. 11This, remember, is the message you heard from 

the beginning: we should love one another. 12Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the Evil 

One and killed his brother. Why did Cain kill Abel? Because his own deeds were wicked 

and Abel’s deeds were just. 13 Do not be surprised, siblings, if the world hates you. 14 We 

know that we have passed from death to life because we love our siblings; if we refuse to 

love we are still dead. 18My children, our love must not be simply words or mere talk―it 

must be true love, which shows itself in action and truth. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

1Answer  me when I call, O God, defender | of my cause; 

  you set me free when I was in distress; have mercy on me and | hear my prayer. 
2"You mortals, how long will you dishon- | or my glory; 

  how long will you love illusions and seek | after lies?" 
3Know that the LORD does wonders | for the faithful; 

  the LORD will hear me | when I call. 
4Tremble, then, and | do not sin; 

  speak to your heart in silence up- | on your bed.   R 
5Offer the appointed | sacrifices, 

  and put your trust | in the LORD. 
6Many are saying, "Who will show us | any good?" 

  Let the light of your face shine upon | us, O LORD. 
7You have put gladness | in my heart, 

  more than when grain and | wine abound. 
8In peace, I will lie | down and sleep; 

  for you alone, O LORD, make me | rest secure.   R 



 

CHILDRENS’ SERMON Love 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL Luke 24:36b-48 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37They 

were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, 

“Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and 

my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and 

bones as you see that I have.” 40And when he had said this, he showed them his hands 

and his feet. 41While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to 

them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he 

took it and ate in their presence. 44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke 

to you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, 

the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to 

understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is 

to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness 

of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are 

witnesses of these things.” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SERMON  Love’s Power to Heal and Transform   

 

HYMN OF THE DAY The Day of Resurrection #361 
 

The day of resurrection! Earth, tell it out abroad, 

the Passover of gladness, the Passover of God. 

From death to life eternal, from sin’s dominion free, 

our Christ has brought us over with hymns of victory. 

 

Let hearts be purged of evil that we may see aright 

the Lord in rays eternal of resurrection light, 

and list’ning to his accents, may hear, so calm and plain, 

his own “All hail!” and hearing, may raise the glad refrain. 

 

Now let the heav’ns be joyful, let earth its song begin, 

the round world kept high triumph and all that is therein. 

Let all things, seen and unseen, their notes of gladness blend; 

for Christ the Lord has risen, our joy that has no end! 

 

All praise to God the Father, all praise to Christ the Son, 

all praise to God the Spirit, eternal Three in One! 

Let all the ransomed number fall down before the throne, 

and honor, pow’r and glory ascribe to God alone! 



NICENE CREED   
 

We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

  he came down from heaven, 

  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

  and became truly human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again 

  in accordance with the scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Gathered in our homes on this third Sunday of Easter, we pray for all in any need. 
 

Holy and righteous God, for the church, we pray: 

for our own congregation, 

for the churches of all our neighbors and around the globe, 

and especially for Christians in Nigeria and wherever martyrdoms threaten.                             

O God our Savior, bless your people, and have mercy on us. 

Hear us when we call. 
 

For the earth we pray: 

for the well-being of terrains, plants, and animals wild and tame, 

for the birds, especially songbirds whose numbers are decreasing, 

and for this week’s Earth Day, that good will come from the worldwide 

observance. O God our Creator, restore your handiwork, and have mercy on us. 

Hear us when we call. 
 

For peace we pray: 

for the end of warfare, terrorism, and cruelty to the poor, 

for a respectful treatment of refugees and all who are incarcerated, 

and especially for Northern Ireland and other places of civil unrest.                                             

O God our Sovereign, bring peace to the nations, and have mercy on us. 

Hear us when we call. 
 

For justice we pray: 

for the liberation of all who are oppressed, 

for an end to ethnic and economic prejudice, 

and especially for all court cases in this and every land.                                                                   

O God our Refuge, protect the vulnerable, and have mercy on us. 

Hear us when we call. 
 

For all who are sick and suffering, 

for those who have no access to the coronavirus vaccines, 

for the children afflicted with the virus variants, 

for everyone who fears receiving medical advice and assistance, 

for those who live with chronic pain, 

for those whose pain is known only to you, 

and especially for those we name here before you. . . .                                                                      

O God our Caregiver, heal the sick, and have mercy on us. 

Hear us when we call. 
 

 

 



 

For ourselves, when we believe and when we doubt, 

and for our dear ones for whom we pray:                                                                              

O God our Comforter, hold us close, and have mercy on us. 

Hear us when we call. 
 

We remember before you all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

the saints of old, 

those who have died by violence or by the coronavirus, 

and especially our relatives and friends.                                                                                       

O God our Resurrection, give us life now and forever, and have mercy on us. 

Hear us when we call. 
 

Receive these prayers into your heart of mercy for the sake of the holy and righteous 

one, Jesus Christ, our wondrous Redeemer. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

Peace be with you. R  Peace be with you. 

 

Worshippers are invited to use their phones to text now or make a call later today 

to extend a message of peace to someone you love and care about. 
 

 



OFFERING AND ANTHEM 
 

Online giving is available by texting TLCGIVE to 73256, 
or by following the link on the homepage of the website, www.trinitylutheran.ws. 

Offering may also be mailed to the Church Office at 421 North Main St., Greenville, SC  29601. 
 

Now Glad of Heart Be Everyone - Richard Peek 

Text from a 16th century German Carol 
 

Now glad of heart be every one! The fight is fought, the day is won,  

The Christ is set upon his throne, Alleluia. 

Who on the rood was crucified, Who rose again as at this tide,  

in glory to his Father’s side, Alleluia. 

Then rise, all Christian folk, with me And carol forth the One in Three,  

That was, and is and is to be, Alleluia. 

By faith, the shield of heart and mind, Through love, which suffers and is kind,  

In hope, that rides upon the wind, Alleluia. 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises               #535 
 

 

Refrain 
 

Hallelujah! We sing your praises, all our hearts are filled with gladness.  

Hallelujah! We sing your praises, all our hearts are filled with gladness.   

 

Christ the Lord to us said: I am wine, I am bread, 

I am wine, I am bread, give to all who thirst and hunger. refrain 

 

Now he sends us all out, strong in faith, free of doubt, 

strong in faith, free of doubt. Tell to all the joyful gospel. refrain 

 

Let us pray. God of love, 

you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 

Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. 
Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; 

for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

 

 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, 

who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, 

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal. 

O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself. 

O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts and make us one. 

O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope. 
 

O God most majestic, O God most motherly, 

O God our strength and our song, 

you show us a vision of a tree of life 

with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations. 

Grant us such life, 

the life of the Father to the Son, 

the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, 

life in you, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 



COMMUNION 
 

All, without exception, are welcome at the table of God’s grace and love. Anyone preferring not to 

receive the wine may receive only the bread, completely trusting that the full benefit of communion — 

Christ’s grace and forgiveness — may be found in either the bread or wine. 

Worshippers who gather with family at home are invited to share 

the bread and wine with each other using these words spoken directly to each person, 

“The body of Christ given for you,” and “The blood of Christ shed for you.” 

Worshippers who are gathering with the community from their individual homes 

are invited to receive the bread and wine while saying these words, 

“The body of Christ given for me,” and “The blood of Christ shed for me.” 

 

MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN  Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds 367 

 

Now all the vault of heav’n resounds 

in praise of love that still abounds; “Christ has  

triumphed! He is Living!” Sing, choirs of 

angels, loud and clear! Repeat their song of glory 

here: “Christ has triumphed! He is Living!” 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Eternal is the gift he brings, 

therefore our heart with rapture sings: “Christ has 

triumphed! He is Living!” Now still he 

come to give us life and by his presence stills all 

strife. “Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; 

set heart and will on things above that we  

conquer through your triumph; grant grace  

sufficient for life’s day that by our lives we truly 

say: “Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Adoring praises now we bring 

and with the heav’nly blessed sing: ”Christ has  

triumphed! Alleluia!” Be to the 

Father, and our Lord, to Spirit blest, most holy 

God, all the glory, never ending! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Wellspring of joy, 

through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 

Satisfy the hunger still around us, 

and send us as joyful witnesses, 

that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 



SENDING 
 

BLESSING 
 

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 

to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

The God of life, 

Creator, ☩ Redeemer, and Sanctifier, 

bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 

SENDING HYMN Thine Is the Glory #376 

(Verse 1) 
 

Thine is the glory, risen, conqu’ring Son; 

endless is the vict’ry thou o’er death hast won! 

Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 

kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay. 

Thine is the glory, risen, conqu’ring Son; 

endless is the vict’ry thou o’er death hast won! 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed.  

Go in peace. Share the good news.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Halleluiah! We Sing our Praises! 
English Words and arr.© 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 735417-A. 

 

Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! 
Words © 1995 Augsburg Fortress..  All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 735417-A. 

Music © 1969 Contemporary Worship 1:Hymns, admin. Augsburg Fortress. . All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 735417-A 

 

Now All the Vault of Resounds  
Words © 1958 Service book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 735417-A. 

 

Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons.com, copyright © 2021.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress License #20559. 
 

Reprinted from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of  America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

Reprinted from  The Inclusive Bible , Copyright © 2007 Priests for Equality. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 735417-A. 
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