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Welcome to Trinity Lutheran Church 

 

As disciples of Christ seeking peace and justice in the world, we welcome, affirm, and include 

all people into the fullness of God’s love. We celebrate people of all races, cultures, ages, 

sexual orientations, gender identities, physical or mental abilities, socioeconomic statuses, 

appearances, family status and citizenship as equally loved and valued in the eyes of God 

and in this place. All are invited to join this community as we worship God, grow in faith, and 

strive to love and serve one another. All, without exception, are welcome in this place. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in honor of Sue Boeker on her birthday by 

Ralph and Marilyn Boeker. 
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GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE That Easter Day with Joy was Bright  

        Setting for marimba by John Beckford 

 

WELCOME 
 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, the life beyond all death, 

the joy beyond all sorrow, our everlasting home. 

Amen. 
 

Rejoicing in Christ's victory over sin and death, 

let us come before God who calls us to repentance. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God of life, 

by the resurrection of your Son you make everything new. 

Newness scares us, and we confess to shutting our doors in fear. 

We have not listened to voices that challenge us. 

We have resisted the Holy Spirit moving us in new directions. 

Our hearts are slow to believe your promises. 

Forgive us, O God, and renew us to embrace without fear 

the new life you have given us in Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
 

People of God: Christ is alive, and death has lost its power. 

Through the waters of baptism 

you have been born anew by the living word of God. 

Know that your sins are forgiven in  Jesus' name 

and that the Spirit of the risen Christ is alive in you 

both now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GATHERING HYMN That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright! #384 
 

That East day with joy was bright; the 

sun shone out with fairer light when, to their longing 

eyes restored, the apostles saw their risen Lord! 
 

O Jesus, king of gentleness, with 

constant love our hearts possess; to you our lips will 

ever raise the tribute of our grateful praise. 
 

O Christ, you are the Lord of all in 

this our Easter festival, for you will be our 

strength and shield from ev’ry weapon death can wield. 
 

All praise, O risen Lord, we give to 

you, once dead, but now alive! To God the Father 

equal praise, and God the Spirit, now we raise! 
 

GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the 

grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we 

say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING Acts 4:32-35 
 

A reading from Acts. 
 

32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 

claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in 

common. 33With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the 

Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There was not a needy person among 

them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what 

was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had 

need. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM The refrain is introduced by the cantor. Psalm 133 

Thereafter, the congregation is invited to sing without introduction. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1How good and how pleas- | ant it is, 

  when kindred live togeth- | er in unity! 

 2It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down up- | on the beard, 

  upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar | of his robe. R 

 3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the | hills of Zion. 

  For there the LORD has commanded the blessing: life for- | evermore. R 

 

 

 

Psalm 
Tone 

Psalm 
Refrain 



SECOND READING 1 John 1:1-2:2 
 

A reading from first John. 
 

1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, and seen with our eyes and 

looked at and touched with our hands: the Word, who is Life – this is the subject of our 

letter.2This life came to be; we saw it and bear witness to it.  We proclaim to you the 

eternal life which was Abba God and was manifested to us. 3What we have seen and heard 
we declare to you, so that you may be one with us – as we are one with Abba God and 

with the Only Begotten, Jesus Christ.   4We write this to fulfull our joy. 

 

  5This, then, is the message we heard from Jesus and declare to you:  God is light, and 

in God there is no darkness at all.  6If we say we have intimacy with God while still living 

in darkness, we are liars and do not live in the truth.   7 But if we live in the light as God 
is in the light we are one with each other, and the blood of Jesus, the Only Begotten, 

purifies us from all sin. 8If we say we are without sin, we lie and the truth is not in us. 
9But if we admit our sins, God the faithful and just One, will forgive our sins and cleanse 

us from all injustice. 10If we say we have not sinned we call God a liar and show that God’s 

Word is not in us. 
 

 2:1My little ones, I am writing this to keep you from sin. But if anyone should sin, we 

have an advocate with God -  Jesus Christ who is just. 2Jesus is the full payment for our 

sins, and not for our sins only, but for those of the whole world. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CHILDRENS’ SERMON Would you believe a crazy story like that? 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL John 20:19-31 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the twentieth chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 

where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands 

and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them 

again, “Peace be with you. As Abba God has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said 

this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the 

sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 

came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, 

“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the 

nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 26A week later his disciples were again in 

the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and 

stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your 

finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt 

but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have 

you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 

have come to believe.” 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 

which are not written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe 

that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in 

his name. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 



SERMON  The God Who Will Be Touched 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY The Risen Christ #390 
 

The risen Christ, who walks on wounded feet 

from garden tomb through darkened city street, 

unlocks the door of grief, despair, and fear, 

and speaks a word of peace to all who hear. 

 

The risen Christ, who stands with wounded side, 

breathes out his Spirit on them to abide 

whose faith still avers, who dare not believe; 

new grace, new strength, new purpose they receive. 

 

The risen Christ, who breaks with wounded hand 

the bread for those who fail to understand, 

reveals himself, despite their ling’ring tears, 

enflames their hearts, then quickly disappears. 

 

May we Christ’s body, walk and serve and stand 

with those oppressed in this and every land, 

till all are blessed and can a blessing be, 

restored in Christ to true humanity. 



NICENE CREED   
 

We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

  he came down from heaven, 

  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

  and became truly human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again 

  in accordance with the scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Gathered in our homes and alive together in the Risen Christ, we bring our prayers before  

God who promises to hear us and answer us in steadfast love. God of mercy, 

 

Shine the light of the resurrection into the dark places of the Church.  Bless the church with 

strength, confidence, and boldness as we proclaim the good news of resurrection.  Breathe 

new life into pastors, deacons, church staffs, and all church leaders as we celebrate a 

second Easter season with pandemic restrictions.  Sustain our leaders and help them 

embrace change with eagerness, joy, creativity, and innovation.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Shine the light of the resurrection into the dark places of our world. Like dew upon the 

mountains, refresh your creation.  Restore waters, cleanse the air, and provide revitalizing 

moisture to parched land. Embolden your children to make changes that will keep our 

planet healthy for generations to come.  Give your whole creation the promise of new life.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Shine the light of the resurrection into the dark places of nations around the globe.  Guide 

all in authority that they shepherd their peoples in the ways of your love.  Defeat in us our 

impulse for war.  Inspire world leaders to care for the least of these, to bring healing and 

wholeness to all who struggle to make ends meet, who make their homes on the streets, or 

who cannot find adequate work.   

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Shine the light of the resurrection into the dark places of our society.  Lift up all who are 

marginalized and oppressed.  Empower your children to work for an end to racism, sexism, 

homophobia, and all other prejudices that lead to pain and suffering, that demean any of 

your beloved, precious children.   

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

Shine the light of resurrection into the dark places of our lives.  As we continue to live under 

the restrictions of this pandemic, help us to find new, safe, life-giving ways to be in 

fellowship with one another, to worship together, and to sustain our life together in this 

congregation.  We pray for those in this community of faith, for those dear to us, and for 

ourselves.  Hear the prayers of our hearts…… 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

 



 

Shine the light of resurrection into the dark places of sickness and death.  Sustain and 

strengthen healthcare workers, hospital chaplains, caregivers, and family members that 

each day bring new encouragement and hope for the end of the pandemic.  We pray for 

the families of those who have died from COVID 19 that their suffering and grief be 

eased; for those sick with COVID 19 that the coming days bring healing and wholeness; 

for those who due to poverty and lack of resources are having difficulty accessing the 

vaccine that a way be made for them.   

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

Shine the light of the resurrection into the dark places of our hearts.  Help us to 

abandon our selfish desires, our obsession with our own hopes and dreams, our 

infatuation with those things that bring us joy so that we might reach out to a broken, 

hurting world bringing hope, love, tangible resources, fellowship, and friendship to those 

struggling on the margins.   

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.  

 

You share the gift of eternal life.  In thanksgiving and remembrance, we recall the lives 

and gifts of those who now live in endless joy.  Unite us with them in resurrection hope.  

 Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-

ending goodness and mercy through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  



PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

Peace be with you. R  Peace be with you. 
 

Worshippers are invited to use their phones to text now or make a call later today 

to extend a message of peace to someone you love and care about. 
 

 

OFFERING AND ANTHEM 
 

Online giving is available by texting TLCGIVE to 73256, 
or by following the link on the homepage of the website, www.trinitylutheran.ws. 

Offering may also be mailed to the Church Office at 421 North Main St., Greenville, SC  29601. 
 

We Walk by Faith 
Text by Henry Alford, Music by Marty Haugen (ELW 635) 

 
 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!               #385 
 

(Verse 1) 
 

Good Christian friends, rejoice and sing! Now is the triumph 

of our king! To all the world glad news we bring: 

Refrain 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

Let us pray. God of love, 

you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. 

Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; 

for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

 

 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, 

who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, 

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal. 

O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself. 

O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts and make us one. 

O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope. 
 

O God most majestic, O God most motherly, 

O God our strength and our song, 

you show us a vision of a tree of life 

with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations. 

Grant us such life, 

the life of the Father to the Son, 

the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, 

life in you, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 



COMMUNION 
 

All, without exception, are welcome at the table of God’s grace and love. Anyone preferring not to 

receive the wine may receive only the bread, completely trusting that the full benefit of communion — 

Christ’s grace and forgiveness — may be found in either the bread or wine. 

Worshippers who gather with family at home are invited to share 

the bread and wine with each other using these words spoken directly to each person, 

“The body of Christ given for you,” and “The blood of Christ shed for you.” 

Worshippers who are gathering with the community from their individual homes 

are invited to receive the bread and wine while saying these words, 

“The body of Christ given for me,” and “The blood of Christ shed for me.” 

 

MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN  Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia 369 

 

Christ the Lord is ris’n today; Alleluia! 

Christians, hasten on your way; Alleluia! 

offer praise with love replete, Alleluia! 

at the paschal victim’s feet. Alleluia! 

 

For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Alleluia! 

sinless in the simmer’s stead. Alleluia! 

Christ the Lord is ris’n n high; Alleluia! 

now he lives, no more to die/ Alleluia! 

 

Christ, the victim undefiled, Alleluia! 

God and sinners reconciled, Alleluia! 

when contending death and life, Alleluia! 

met in strange and awesome strife. Alleluia! 

 

Christian, on this holy day, Alleluia! 

all your grateful homage pay; Alleluia! 

Christ the Lord is ris’n on high; Alleluia! 

now he lives, no more to die. Alleluia! 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Wellspring of joy, 

through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 

Satisfy the hunger still around us, 

and send us as joyful witnesses, 

that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SENDING 
 

BLESSING 
 

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 

to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

The God of life, 

Creator, ☩ Redeemer, and Sanctifier, 

bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 

SENDING HYMN Thine Is the Glory #376 

(Verse 1) 
 

Thine is the glory, risen, conqu’ring Son; 

endless is the vict’ry thou o’er death hast won! 

Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 

kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay. 

Thine is the glory, risen, conqu’ring Son; 

endless is the vict’ry thou o’er death hast won! 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed.  
Go in peace. Share the good news.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Risen Christ 

Words © 1993 Nigel Weaver.  All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 735417-A. 

Music © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 735417-A 
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