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Welcome to Trinity Lutheran Church
As disciples of Christ seeking peace and justice in the world, we welcome, affirm, and include
all people into the fullness of God’s love. We celebrate people of all races, cultures, ages,
sexual orientations, gender identities, physical or mental abilities, socioeconomic statuses,
appearances, family status and citizenship as equally loved and valued in the eyes of God
and in this place. All are invited to join this community as we worship God, grow in faith, and
strive to love and serve one another. All, without exception, are welcome in this place.

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in memory of Will Landreth by Wayne,
Cathie, Ted, and Ali Landreth.
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GATHERING
PRELUDE

What Wondrous Love Is This
arranged for piano by Laura E. Wasson

WELCOME
CONFESSION

AND

FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose voice is upon the waters,
whose mercy is poured out upon all people,
whose goodness cascades over all creation.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Holy God,
you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways.
We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin—
our own sins and the broken systems that bind us.
We turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of love.
We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit the earth and its resources
and fail to consider generations to come. Forgive us, gracious God,
for all we have done and left undone. Even before the words are on our tongues,
you know them; receive them in your divine mercy.
Amen.

How vast is God’s grace!
Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus,
our sins are washed away
and we are claimed as God’s own beloved.
Indeed, we are forgiven.
In the wake of Christ’s forgiveness,
we are called to be God’s beloved community
living out Christ’s justice
and the Spirit’s reconciling peace.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN

Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized

Christ when for us you were baptized, God’s spirit on you
came, as peaceful as a dove, and yet as
urgent as a flame, as urgent as a flame.
God called you, “My beloved Son”; you are God’s servant
true, sent to proclaim the reign of heav’n, God’s
holy will to do, God’s holy will to do.
Straightway and steadfast until death you then obeyed the
call to serve with free and willing heart,
to give your life for all, to give your life for all.
Baptized us with your Spirit, Lord; your cross on us be
signed, that likewise in God’s service we may
perfect freedom find, may perfect freedom find.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN

OF

PRAISE
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PRAYER

OF THE

DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters.
Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING

Genesis 1:1-5

A reading from Genesis.
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless
void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face
of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that
the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light
Day, and the darkness God called Night. And there was evening and there was morning,
the first day.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM

Psalm 29
The refrain is introduced by the cantor
Thereafter, the congregation is invited to sing without introduction.

Psalm
Refrain

Psalm
Tone
1Ascribe

to the | LORD, you gods,
ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength.
2Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name;
worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness.
3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the | mighty waters.
4The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice;
the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor. R
5The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees;
the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon;
6the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox.
7The voice | of the LORD
bursts forth in | lightning flashes.
8The voice of the LORD| shakes the wilderness;
the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh. R
9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare.
And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!”
10The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood;
the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore.
11O LORD, give strength | to your people;
give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace. R

SECOND READING

Acts 19:1-7

A reading from Acts.
1While

Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to
Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit
when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy
Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s
baptism.”

4Paul

said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the
one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in
the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came
upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were about twelve
of them.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHILDRENS’ SERMON

The Voice of God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL

Mark 1:1-11

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
1The

beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2As it is written in the
prophet Isaiah, "See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way;
3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths
straight,'" 4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and
all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river
Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt
around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his
sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 9In
those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.
10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the
Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Beloved,
my Own. On you my favor rests.”
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN

The Baptismal Call to Humility

OF THE DAY

Baptized and Set Free

We are people created, chosen by God.
Then we’re washed, ever gently, in mercy and love.
Sin has power no more. Jesus opened the door
to a fountain bringing healing, and wholeness and more.
We are fed and we’re nourished, filled and refreshed.
Then our hunger returns and again we are blessed.
For whatever the need, God is greater indeed:
endless ocean, always deeper than all of our need.
We are nourished by water, all living things,
and by life that the Spirit abundantly brings.
As we journey toward home, may your presence be known:
precious river, ever flowing, now carry us home.
Now with praise and thanksgiving, we join the song.
All are welcome! We gather to sing loud and strong.
Not enslaved, but set free! From now on, all will be
one in Jesus, one in water, baptized and set free!

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
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he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS

OF INTERCESSION

Gathered in our homes, on this Sunday of the baptism of our Lord, let us offer our prayers
for all in need.
For the worldwide church; for those who minister in the church; for all who will be baptized
this year; and for their godparents and sponsors: that the Holy Spirit will empower all the
faithful for lives of service, let us pray. O God, give strength to your people.
Give us your blessings of peace.
For the waters of the earth; for the seas, the lakes, the rivers; for the wells that provide
drinking water; and for the water that is piped into our homes: that God provide clean and
nourishing water for all living things, let us pray. O God, give strength to your people.
Give us your blessings of peace.
For the nations of the world and their leaders; for international efforts to prevent war and
reduce violence; for the armed forces; for police officers; and for peacemakers: that God
inspire all people to work for the harmonious well-being of others, let us pray.
O God, give strength to your people.
Give us your blessings of peace.
For students; for teachers and school administrators; for parents assisting their children in
virtual learning; for young people finding a way toward graduation; and for the health and
safety of all: that as the academic year resumes, God give resilience to everyone in the
search for education, let us pray. O God, give strength to your people.
Give us your blessings of peace.
For all who have been hurt by the church; for those who have been excluded and pushed to
the margins; for the queer community; for those struggling with mental illness; for our
siblings with disabilities: that forgiveness, mercy, grace, and justice will reign, let us pray.
O God, give strength to your people.
Give us your blessings of peace.

For all who are in trouble, want, or sickness; for the countless who are suffering with COVID
-19; for medical workers; for people who are hungry or homeless, imprisoned or lonely; and
for those we name here. . . .: that God grant health and wholeness to a world so filled with
pain, let us pray. O God, give strength to your people.
Give us your blessings of peace.
For ourselves: that we rejoice in our adoption as members of God’s family, and that now in
this silence we bring to God our heart’s requests. . . . let us pray.
O God, give strength to your people.
Give us your blessings of peace.
In gratitude for our beloved dead, especially . . . , we offer our praise for all the baptized who
have accompanied us and supported us and taught us throughout our days; that at our end
we join with them in everlasting joy, let us pray. O God, give strength to your people.
Give us your blessings of peace.
Almighty and most merciful God, you are the mighty Voice from heaven, you are our beloved
Savior, you are the descending Dove. We give you thanks for all your goodness and tender
mercies, and we ask you to accept our prayers for the sake of your mercy, today and forever.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Peace be with you.

R Peace be with you.

Worshippers are invited to use their phones to text now or make a call later today
to extend a message of peace to someone you love and care about.

OFFERING

AND

ANTHEM

Online giving is available by texting TLCGIVE to 73256,
or by following the link on the homepage of the website, www.trinitylutheran.ws.
Offering may also be mailed to the Church Office at 421 North Main St., Greenville, SC 29601.

When Jesus Came to Jordan
Text: Fred Pratt Green; Music English Folk Song (ELW 305 verses 1 and 2)

OFFERTORY HYMN

Rise, Shine, You People!
(verses 1 and 4)

Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has entered
our human story; God in him is centered. He comes to us,
by death and sin surrounded, with grace unbounded.
Tell how the Father sent the Son to save us.
Tell of the Son, who life and freedom gave us. Tell how the
Spirit calls from ev’ry nation God’s new creation.

Let us pray. O God,
receive these gifts as you receive us:
like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide.
Nourish us anew in your tender care,
and empower us in faithful service
to tend to others with this same love,
through Jesus Christ, our saving grace.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son,
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION
All, without exception, are welcome at the table of God’s grace and love. Anyone preferring not to
receive the wine may receive only the bread, completely trusting that the full benefit of communion
— Christ’s grace and forgiveness — may be found in either the bread or wine.
Worshippers who gather with family at home are invited to share
the bread and wine with each other using these words spoken directly to each person,
“The body of Christ given for you,” and “The blood of Christ shed for you.”
Worshippers who are gathering with the community from their individual homes
are invited to receive the bread and wine while saying these words,
“The body of Christ given for me,” and “The blood of Christ shed for me.”

MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION
Lamb of God

COMMUNION HYMN

Songs of Thankfulness and Praise
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Songs of thankfulness and praise, Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise;
manifested by the star to the sages from afar,
branch of royal David’s stem in thy birth at Bethlehem:
anthems to be thee addressed, God in flesh made manifest.
Manifest at Jordan’s stream, prophet, priest, and king supreme;
and at Cana wedding guest in thy Godhead manifest;
manifest in pow’r divine, changing water into wine;
anthems be to thee addressed, God in flesh made manifest.

Manifest in making whole weakened body, fainting soul;
manifest in valiant fight, quelling all the devil’s might;
manifest in gracious will, ever bringing good from ill:
anthems be to thee addressed, God in flesh made manifest.
Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, present in thy holy word;
grace to imitate thee now and be pure, as pure art thou;
that we might become like thee at thy great epiphany,
and may praise thee, ever blest, God in flesh made manifest.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Christ Jesus,
at this table we have feasted on your very life
and are strengthened for our journey.
Send us forth from this banquet
nourished in body and in spirit
to proclaim your good news
and serve others in your name.
Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
God the creator strengthen you;
Jesus the beloved fill you;
and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN

O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright!
(verses 1 and 2)
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O Morning Star, how fair and bright! You shine with
God’s own truth and light, aglow with grace and mercy!
Of Jacob’s line, King David’s son, our Lord and Savior,
you have won our hearts to serve you only! Lowly,
holy! Great and glorious, all victorious, rich
in blessing! Rule and might o’er all possessing!
Come, precious diamond, light divine, and deep within
our hearts now shine; there light a flame undying!
In your one body let us be as living branches
of a tree, your life our lives supplying. Now, though
daily earth’s deep sadness may perplex us and
distress us, yet with heav’nly joy you bless us.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright
Johann Pachelbel
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