
 

The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
 
 

July 19, 2020 - 10:00 AM 

 

   
 

Welcome to Trinity Lutheran Church 

 

 

As disciples of Christ seeking peace and justice in the world, we welcome, affirm, and include 

all people into the fullness of God’s love. We celebrate people of all races, cultures, ages, 

sexual orientations, gender identities, physical or mental abilities, socioeconomic statuses, 

appearances, family status and citizenship as equally loved and valued in the eyes of God 

and in this place. All are invited to join this community as we worship God, grow in faith, and 

strive to love and serve one another. All, without exception, are welcome in this place. 
 

 

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in honor of their Anniversary by Rodger and 

Sandy Hawkins. 



 



 

GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE God Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens by Dale Wood 
 

WELCOME 
 

Stand 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, 

whose steadfast love is everlasting, 

whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

Amen. 
 

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Reconciling God, 

we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 

and we deny your presence in our lives. 

We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. 

We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 

We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 

We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. 

We sin in thought, word, and deed. 

By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; 

and in your Spirit, lead us; 

so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. 

Amen. 
 

Beloved of God, 

by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

we have peace with God through  Christ Jesus, 

through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 

Our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. 

For hope does not disappoint, 

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts #658 
 

 

O Jesus joy of loving hearts, the fount of 

life, the light of all: from ev’ry bliss that earth imparts 

we turn, unfilled, to hear your call. 
 

We taste you, ever living bread, and long to 

feast upon you still; we drink of you, the fountain 

head; our thirsting souls from you we fill. 
 

For you our restless spirits yearn, where'er our 

changing lot is cast; glad, when your smile on us you 

turn, blest, when by faith we hold you fast. 
 

O Jesus, ever with us stay! Make all our 

moments fair and bright! Oh, chase the night of sin  

away! Shed o’er the world your holy light. 

 

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

Faithful God, most merciful judge, 

you care for your children with firmness and compassion. 

By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, 

that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Sit 
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WORD 
 

FIRST READING Isaiah 44:6-8 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 

6Thus says the LORD, the Ruler of Israel, 

 and the Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 

I am the first and I am the last; 

 besides me there is no god. 
7Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, 

 let them declare and set it forth before me. 

Who has announced from of old the things to come? 

 Let them tell us what is yet to be. 
8Do not fear, or be afraid; 

 have I not told you from of old and declared it? 

 You are my witnesses! 

Is there any god besides me? 

 There is no other rock; I know not one. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM The refrain is introduced by the cantor. Psalm 86:11-17 

Thereafter, the congregation is invited to sing without introduction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
11Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk | in your truth; 

 give me an undivided heart to re- | vere your name. 
12I will thank you, O Lord my God, with | all my heart, 

 and glorify your name for- | evermore. R 
13For great is your | love toward me; 

 you have delivered me from the | pit of death. 
14The arrogant rise up against me, O God, 

  and a band of violent people | seeks my life; 

 they have not set you be- | fore their eyes. 
15But you, O Lord, are gracious and full | of compassion, 

 slow to anger, and full of kind- | ness and truth. 
16Turn to me and have mer- | cy on me; 

 give your strength to your servant, and save the child | of your handmaid. 
17Show me a sign of your favor, 

  so that those who hate me may see it and be | put to shame; 

 because you, Lord, have helped me and com- | forted me. R 
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Psalm 
Tone 

Psalm 
Refrain 



 

 

 

SECOND READING  Romans 8:12-25 

A reading from Romans.  
 

12So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the 

flesh—13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to 

death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are 

children of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you 

have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! God!” 16it is that very Spirit bearing 

witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs, heirs of 

God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with Christ so that we may also be 

glorified with Christ. 
18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory 

about to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of 

the children of God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the 

will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from its 

bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22We know 

that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23and not only the 

creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we 

wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that 

is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not 

see, we wait for it with patience. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

CHILDRENS’ SERMON Called to Compassion 

 

Stand as able 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

24Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 

someone who sowed good seed in his field;25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came 

and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the plants came up and 

bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27And the slaves of the householder came and 

said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds 

come from?’ 28The landowner answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said, ‘Then do 

you want us to go and gather them?’ 29But the landowner replied, ‘No; for in gathering the 

weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 30Let both of them grow together until 

the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them 

in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ” 
36Then Jesus left the crowds and went into the house. And the disciples approached him, 

saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The one who 

sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed are the 

children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39and the enemy who 

sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just 

as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41The 

Son of Man will send angels, and they will collect out of the kingdom all causes of sin and all 

evildoers, 42and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of God. Let 

anyone with ears listen!” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
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SERMON  Weeds, Wheat, and the Judgment of God 

 

Stand as able 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Almighty God, Your Word is Cast  #516 

 

Almighty God, your word is cast like seed into the ground; 

now let the dew of heav’n descend and righteous fruits abound. 

 

Let not the sly satanic foe this holy seed remove, 

but give it root in every heart to bring forth fruits of love. 

 

Let not the world’s deceitful cares the rising plant destroy, 

but let it yield a hundredfold the fruits of peace and joy. 

 

So when the precious seed is sown, lifegiving grace bestow, 

that all whose souls the truth receive its saving pow’r may know. 
 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen 
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PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
 

Confident of God’s care for us in the midst of the world’s sufferings, we join together in the 

power of the Spirit to pray for the church, the earth, the world, and all who are in need. 

 

God of the church, we praise you for sowing the good seed of the gospel throughout the 

world, and we mourn that at this time many Christians cannot assemble to nurture one 
another for growth in the faith. Tend your people; support bishops, pastors, deacons, and 

lay leaders; give us strength through your word. Lead seminaries to plan appropriately for 

the fall semester. 

O God, teach us your way: 

you are full of compassion. 

 
God of the earth, we praise you for a wondrous creation, and we mourn that many lands 

and seas are groaning for rebirth. Nurture our green spaces and national parks; send rain 

where there is drought; protect endangered animals from poachers. Show us how to care for 

your earth and its creatures.  

O God, teach us your way: 
you are full of compassion. 

 

God of the nations, we praise you for the good that has been given us in this country, and 

we mourn that many people here are poor and dispossessed, that we have allowed racism to 

distort our society, that violence breaks out in our land. Lead us to form communities in 

which all people are equal and where disputes are settled without violence. Save us from 
preserving a past that has been harmful to many. Bring an end to warfare around the world, 

and mend the torn fabric of humankind with your truth and mercy. 

O God, teach us your way: 

you are full of compassion. 

 
God of humankind, we praise you for wherever health and happiness prevail, and we mourn 

that many people suffer. Each day thousands more contract the virus; renters are facing 

eviction; medical workers are exhausted; some of the sick have no access to health care; 

countless people are broken by sorrows. Open our hearts to your children who suffer in any 

way, and show us how to serve them. 

O God, teach us your way: 
you are full of compassion. 

 

God of the seasons, we praise you for summertime, and we mourn that this year many 

hopes and expectations are denied. Give relief to those who suffer from the heat. Protect 

travelers from infection. Guard our children. Give rest to those with no vacation time, hope 
to those who are unemployed, and patience to all who must endure this difficult time. 

O God, teach us your way: 

you are full of compassion. 
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God, you are Abba, our loving parent. You are our Sovereign of our lives, our Redeemer, the 

Rock on which we build. Hear us as we offer the petitions of our hearts.                              

O God, teach us your way: 
you are full of compassion. 

 

God of eternity, we praise you for all who have died in the faith, especially this week the 

apostles Mary Magdalene and James. We mourn our own beloved dead. At the end, bring us 

all into the shining light of your presence.  

O God, teach us your way: 
you are full of compassion. 

 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to 

you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

Peace be with you. R  Peace be with you. 
 

Worshippers are invited to use their phones to text now or make a call later today 

to extend a message of peace to someone you love and care about. 

 
 

Sit 

 

OFFERING AND ANTHEM 
 

Online giving is available by texting TLCGIVE to 73256, 
or by following the link on the homepage of the website, www.trinitylutheran.ws. 

Offering may also be mailed to the Church Office at 421 North Main St., Greenville, SC  29601. 
 

Song of Hope 

by Jim Parham 
 

Maggie Boliek, Megan McDuffee, Barbara Beckford, Jimmy Reynolds 
Handbell Ringers 

 
 

 
 

Stand as able 
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OFFERTORY HYMN Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ #674 

 

Let us talents and tongues employ, reaching out with a shout of joy: 

bread is broken, the wine is poured, Christ is spoken and seen and heard. Refrain 
 

Christ is able to make us one, at the table he sets the tone, 

teaching people to live to bless, love in word and in deed express. Refrain 
 

Jesus calls us in, sends us out bearing fruit in a world of doubt, 

gives us love to tell, bread to share: God (Immanuel) ev’rywhere. Refrain 
 

Refrain 

Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, pass the Word around: loaves abound! 

 

 

Let us pray. God of goodness and growth, 

all creation is yours, 

and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 

Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. 

Nourish us through these gifts, 

that we might proclaim your steadfast love in our communities and in the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Sit 
 

Communion 
 

All, without exception, are welcome at the table of God’s grace and love. Anyone preferring not to 

receive the wine may receive only the bread, completely trusting that the full benefit of communion — 

Christ’s grace and forgiveness — may be found in either the bread or wine. 

Worshippers who gather with family at home are invited to share 

the bread and wine with each other using these words spoken directly to each person, 

“The body of Christ given for you,” and “The blood of Christ shed for you.” 

Worshippers who are gathering with the community from their individual homes 

are invited to receive the bread and wine while saying these words, 

“The body of Christ given for me,” and “The blood of Christ shed for me.” 
 

COMMUNION HYMN As the Grains of Wheat #465 
 

 Refrain 

As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill were  

gathered into one to become our bread; so may all your people from  

all the ends of earth be gathered into one in you. 
 

As the cup of blessing is shared within our midst,  

may we share the presence of your love.  Refrain 
 

Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come when 

all creation shares this feast with you.  Refrain 
 

Stand as able 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

God of the welcome table, 

in this meal we have feasted on your goodness 

and have been united by your presence among us. 

Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts 

so that we may share your neighborly love with all, 

through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life. 

Amen. 

SENDING 
BLESSING 
 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, 

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator,  Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 

bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN For the Fruit of All Creation #679 
 

For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God. 

For these gifts to ev’ry nation, thanks be to God. 

For the plowing, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping, 

future needs in earth’s safe keeping, thanks be to God. 
 

In the just reward of labor, God’s will is done. 

In the help we give our neighbor, God’s will is done. 

In our world wide task of caring for the hungry and despairing, 

In the harvests we are sharing, God’s will be done. 
 

For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God. 

For the good we all inherit, thanks be to God. 

For the wonders that astound us, for the truths that still confound us, 

Most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to God. 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
  

POSTLUDE   Rejoice in the Lord by James Mansfield 

 

 

 

  
O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts 
Words: Bernard of Clairvaux, © All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 735417-A. 

 
Almighty God, Your Word is Cast 
Words: John Cawood © All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 735417-A. 
 

Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ 
Words: Fred Kaan © 1975 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 735417-A. 
 

As the Grains of Wheat 
Words: Shirley Erena Murray © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 735417-A. 
 

For the Fruit of all Creation 

Words: Fred Pratt Green © 1970 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 735417-A. 
 

 

Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons.com, copyright © 2020.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress License #20559. 
 

Reprinted from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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