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Welcome to Trinity Lutheran Church 

 

As disciples of Christ seeking peace and justice in the world, we welcome, affirm, and 

include all people into the fullness of God’s love. We celebrate people of all races, 

cultures, ages, sexual orientations, gender identities, physical or mental abilities, 

socioeconomic statuses, appearances, family status and citizenship as equally loved 

and valued in the eyes of God and in this place. All are invited to join this community 

as we worship God, grow in faith, and strive to love and serve one another. All, without 

exception, are welcome in this place. 



 

WELCOME 
 

We gather on this evening in June during Pride month to lift up the LGBTQIA+ community 

and this congregation’s desire to be a place of love, affirmation, and welcome for our gay, 

lesbian, trans, bi, and queer siblings. 
 

In May of 2018, just one year after affirming the celebration of same sex weddings in the 

life of this congregation, Trinity made the decision to become a Reconciling in Christ 
congregation, a designation that focuses on the welcome and inclusion of all people, 

specifically the LGBTQIA+ community which includes the full spectrum of sexuality. 

Since these decisions two and three years ago, this congregation has become a kinder, 

gentler, more loving, more inclusive community of faith. Our life together has been 

strengthened and blessed by diversity. 
 

Pride gatherings are rooted in the arduous history of minority groups who have struggled 

for many decades to overcome prejudice and be accepted for who they are, to live fully and 
completely into their identity, to embrace who and whose they are as beloved, precious 

children of God. 
 

This congregation stands against the hate, bigotry, homophobia, and judgment proclaimed 

in other Greenville pulpits as well as conservative, fundamentalist pulpits across the 

nation. 
 

We stand against the brand of Christianity that judges, condemns, and wounds. Called by 

God, this congregation stands as a beacon of love, light, hope, and healing to our 

LGBTQIA+ siblings who have been wounded by the church’s judgment and condemnation. 

We strive daily to be a place of love, a place where love knows no boundaries, where all 
know that they are cherished and treasured. 
 

We gather this evening to confess all the ways and times that we have not fully supported 

our LGBTQIA+ siblings. 
 

We confess the jokes, the stereotypes, our fears, our misunderstanding, our lack of 

knowledge, our small-mindedness, our inability to love and accept and celebrate as God 

loves, accepts, and celebrates. 
 

We gather this evening to celebrate the freedom in Christ that each of us possesses to be 

exactly as God created us to be. Each and every one of us is strong, beautiful, loved, and 

enough – exactly as God created us to be. 
 

This evening we stand in solidarity with our LGBTQIA+ siblings. 
 

We acknowledge that every human being is a beloved child of God, created in the image of 

God and worthy of love, respect, safety, acceptance, and honor. 
 

In this place, in our life together at Trinity, all, without exception, are loved, honored, 

affirmed, valued, and celebrated. 



HYMN All are Welcome #641 
 

Let us build a house where love can dwell, and all can safely live, A place where 

saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive. Built of hopes and dreams and 

visions, rock of faith and vault of grace; here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 

 
Let us build a house where prophets speak, and words are strong and true, where all 

God’s children dare to speak to dream God’s reign a new. Here the cross shall stand 

as witness and as symbol of God’s grace; here as the one we claim the faith of Jesus: 

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 

 

Let us build a house where love is found in water, wine, and wheat: a banquet hall on 
holy ground where peace and justice meet. Here the love of God, through Jesus is 

revealed in time and space; as we share in Christ the feast that frees us: All are 

welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 

 

Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone to heal and 
strengthen, serve, and teach, and live the Word they’ve known. Here the outcast and 

the stranger bear the image of God’s face; let us bring an end to fear and danger. All 

are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 

 

Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard and loved 

and treasured, taught, and claimed as words within the Word. Built of tears and cries 

and laughter, prayers of faith and songs of grace, let this house proclaim from floor 

to rafter: All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 

GREETING 

 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Amen  



This is a time for action, a time for change, a time for healing, a time for restoration.  This 

is a time for radical racial redemption.   

Come to our aid, O God.  Make yourself known.  Rain down justice. 
 

SCRIPTURE Galations 5: 1, 13-14 

 

For freedom Christ has set us free.  Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a 

yoke of slavery.  For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your 
freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one 

another.  For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment: You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
 
THE SERMON Pastor Susan Crowell 

 

 

HYMN Light Dawns on a Weary World #726 
 

Light dawns on a weary world when eyes begin to see all people’s dignity; 

Light dawns on a weary world: the promised day of justice comes  Refrain 
 

Love grows in a weary world when hungry hearts find bread and  

children’s dreams are fed.  Love grows in a weary world: the 

promised  feast of plenty comes.  Refrain 
 

Hope blooms in a weary world when creatures, once forlorn, find 

wilderness reborn.  Hope blooms in a weary world: the 

promised green of Eden comes.  Refrain 
 

Refrain 

The trees shall clap their hands; the dry lands, gush with springs: 

the hills and mountains shall break forth with singing! 

We shall go out in joy, and be led forth in peace, 

as all of the world in wonder echoes shalom. 

 
 

 

 



 



 



 

Lifegiving God, 

We thank you, divine Seamstress for you never stop creating. From the dawn of 

time, to our mother’s womb, even in the age to come, your creativity is as endless 
as eternity. Today you are knitting us, your people, into a garment of many colors. 
 

We thank you, Holy Spirit, for you do not allow us to grow complacent. You stir 
up dreams and visions within us, making us restless for a new Heaven and a new 

Earth. You clothe us with power to bring these dreams to life. In you, we are be-

ginning to see all things anew.  
 

We thank you, Christ our Savior for your wondrous transformation, Word made 

into flesh. You challenge us with foreign experiences, teaching us that those we 

thought were strange and cut off are members in your holy body.  
 

Gracious and liberating God, whom in Jesus knowns what it’s like to be an op-

pressed person, knows what it’s like to live in a world as a rejected soul, cut off 

from the community, and to experience state sanctioned violence just for being 

yourself, guide us to be fierce advocates for our LGBTQIA+ siblings in Christ. 
 

Therefore, with Joseph and all of Israel’s children, with the confused disciples 

and, with all who have shown us your way, all you have gone before us, and all 

those we gather with this day, we praise your name. 

Amen 

 



 

SCRIPTURE Matthew 5: 1-12 
1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 

disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

 5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. 

 11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 

evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 

heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

THE MEDITATION                   Penny Bostain 

 

HYMN You are Mine #581 

 
 

I will come to you in the silence, I will lift you from all your fear you will hear my 

voice, I claim you as my choice. Be still and know I am here. 
 

I am hope for all who are hopeless, I am eyes for all you long to see. In the shadows 

of the night, I will be your light. Come and rest in me. Do not be afraid I am with 
you. I have called you each by name. Come and follow me, I will bring you home; I 

love you and you are mine. 

 

I am strength for all the despairing, healing for the ones who dwell in shame. All the 

blind will see, the lame will all run free, and all will know my name. Do not be afraid 
I am with you. I have called you each by name. Come and follow me, I will bring you 

home; I love you and you are mine. 

 

I am the word that leads all to freedom, I am the peace the world cannot give. I will 

call your name, embracing all your pain. Stand up, now walk, and live! Do not be 

afraid I am with you. I have called you each by name. Come and follow me, I will 

bring you home; I love you and you are mine. 

 



PRAYERS 
 
Trusting in the One who made us, dwells in us, and calls us to life, we pray for 

the world, the church, and all in need… 
 

Spirit of Life who paints the skies in every hue, we praise you for morning and 

night, for dawn and dusk, and for every moment in between. We praise you for 

the vibrant, loud, and serene colors of creation. We revel in the ever-changing of 

the seasons. We thank you for the infinite and as-yet undiscovered diversity of 
your creatures, of galaxies beyond our imagining. Teach us to feel awe again. 

Teach us to see and celebrate the stunning beauty in all you have made.  

God of love , 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of the People, you made us in your image, and you call us good. Silence voic-

es of shame and hatred – including the ones in our own heads – and inspire us to 

love ourselves and one another the way you so desperately, passionately, and 
deeply love us. Teach us a fondness and delight for our bodies as we are called to 

live in them, in all of their holy, messy, fabulous glory. Teach us to love neighbors 

who live in different skin. To love intelligences and abilities of all kinds, and lov-

ing-kindness most of all. Make us bold in our proclamation that the lives, loves, 

and gifts of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Ace, Queer, Intersex, Native, 

Black, Brown, Incarcerated, Disabled, and Migrant people matter to you, and so 
they matter to all of us – manifest in both word and deed. 

God of love , 

hear our prayer. 

 

Naming God, you know us by name and call us by name. Be with all people yet to 

come out with some aspect of their identity, to colleagues, friends, family, and 
themselves. For support of friends who are struggling with, discerning, or discov-

ering their identity. Help us to be the friends and allies that we wish to see in the 

world, lending supportive guidance on the journey to self-discovery. God of love, 

hear our prayer. 

 

 
 



Homecoming God, be with all those who cannot return home, or for whom visit-

ing their hometown causes anxiety or stress. Guide those who move to new 

homes, schools, jobs, and towns, and for military people experiencing homecom-
ing. Be with all of us as we make our home in our bodies and discovering who 

you created us to be. God of love,  

hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for those who need hope. For those who feel excluded. For those who are 

experiencing dysphoria. For all to know they are beloved by God, and worthy of 

love. We pray for all those we hold in our hearts and name now, either silently or 

aloud. God of love,  

hear our Prayer. 
 

We pray for our LGBTQIA+ siblings who have lost their lives to hateful and fear-
ful acts. And we pray for those who work to make our neighborhoods safer and 

more peaceful places. End violence. Restore communities. We pray for the fami-

lies and friends of queer siblings who have lost their lives. Strengthen us and 

keep us. God of love,  

hear our Prayer. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those desires too deep for words, through Je-

sus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen 



HYMN                              We are Called                                               #720 
 

Come! Live in the light! Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord! We are 

called to be light for the kingdom, to live in the freedom of the city of God. 

We are called to act with justice, we are called to love tenderly; we are called 

to serve one another, to walk humbly with God. 

 

Come! Open your heart! Show your mercy to all those in fear! We are called to 
be hope for the hopeless so hatred and blindness will be no more. We are 

called to act with justice, we are called to love tenderly; we are called to serve 

one another, to walk humbly with God. 

 

Sing! Sing a new song! Sing of that great day when all will be one! God will 

reign, and we’ll walk with each other as sisters and brothers united in love. 

We are called to act with justice, we are called to love tenderly; we are called 

to serve one another, to walk humbly with God. 

BLESSING 
 
May the Holy Parent ignite the fires of advocacy in your heart 

May the Spirit place the scroll of knowledge on your tongue in tough conversations 

May the Son walk with you as you march with your queer siblings.  

Amen.  

 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go out into the world and shout from the rooftops that All means all! 

Thanks be to God. 
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